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MOTOR CITY JOURNAL:
Archdiocese is launching
campaign against sprawl

Clpfober {8 2008

BY BILL MOGRAW
FRET PRESS STAFF WRITER

The aisprow] movement has & new friend —
ome with lots of people, money, political savvy
andl prayvers.

The 1.5-millson-member Caiholie Archediocsse
of Dhetroid is lminching a bong-term campaign to
cducane the public and kobby officials about the
groing inequaly amoeng sauiheast &ichigan
cities

Archdiocesan officials, priests, nums, lay people
andd amtispraw] experis spent two days this week
at Saceed Heart Semdisary, laying plans for a
stalewide peifical movemenl 1o prosmade mone
halamced growih,

*This eowld b a watershed vear. 1 could lead w
& tremendows veclory maur bves,” sid Hll
(¥Breen, i conference lender,

"We are going 1o kick spme butl,”® proclaimed
Ann Serra, the srclcioese's point perion on the
1ssue, a8 she discussed plans for lobbying and
huilding paolitical coalitions

Participants described aprawl us a moral dssue.
They see Detaltl and many of s wearby suburhs
[acing groweng poverty, nhandonment arad
dwindling services, plus racial anid social
iselation. Meanwhike, distant subwdivisions are
gobhling ug seres of land and the number of
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neweHnems 15 averwhebmmy roads, sewers,
lakes and rivers

A all this is happenmy m an ern when
siuthenst Machigan has had lifibe cversl|

popalazan growil

“Thas is o region growing against nseil”
Mlianceots st Sen Moaran Orlield, a
nationally kmown expert on sprawl, iokd the
coaferenee,

Caiholics ane by far the largest demaminatinm in
migiro Detnoin, making up carre=hard of the
population. Cardinal Adam Maikda has ased the
archiliogeses political ¢l and fnanckal
respurces in such recenl public issucs as
anaing assisted suscide and approving schoo|
wonchers, In alalewsdy woles, the church's
position won on suickde and bost on vouchers.

“The church petieng myalved in sprawl could be
n hreakifrough,® said Heasser Wheeler,
execulive dereclor of the Detroil Branch
Maisonal Asseciation fiw the Advancesnent of
Caloged Peaple, wha aimesded pat of the
canference.

While patilue-cpitoon polls and a prwTng
number of hallot proposals indicate spraow| has
Beime & COneem 16 many AlsErEans, 1§ a
complscated issue ond one whaose maral
shgnifkeancs sesms more dilliculn 1o define than,
say, assisied suicide ar ahortion

Many Catholics have chose 10 buy Bomdes in
subdivissons un freshly paved comfiekls
Coincidentally, ane of Maida's golfing budidse
15 Bill Palte, the founder of he Blooemfickl
Hillg-hased fima fhat is the nation's higgest
hommo g,

Wlaicls hus spoken shout the mvhalanee hetween
thiz prowing edges of metra Delroil and 1he
shrinking city, and he gave kis hlessing 1o this
wintks conferonoe. Bt b s viewed ns anbikely
1o muke sprawl o personal crusade

"1 dian't sex the candinal going after developers
ar afier people wha live on the fringe smd ey,

Additional Information

"Bomehove vou've simned,’ " said Dan
Meparmwski. the arehdiocesss director of
Chnalzan services

The church cernindy has (=8 the downside of
Ealp iR

Cathalics have made up o large par of the white
{lghe thkar hag halved Detrail's popualation since
19500 Today, nime of 10 Catkalics in southeast
Pichigan Hve in the subisks,

In the laie 19805, he archdincese closed 35
churches withim the city limate. Today, Masda
raises funds 1o kecp open the remaining
Cathiolic schonbs for Detrodt's imsost |y po-
Cathelic population

The charch's presenss in cuier saburb (s
EI'I.I"F-'II'IE.

In Bochester Hills, the candinal necenily
dedicated Holy Family Regional School's South
Camnpus, ihe firsi phose of'a five-alie, 11-parish
renavabon and expansion in Caklond County.
There sre plans io baild 51 Masimilian Kalbe
Cathobie Church on 23 Mile in fasi-growing
Macomhb Township

The archdiocese’s immediabe anlispra] agencda
includes pressing |local and stste officials 1o
murve o plans for a regional transi authonty,
educating parishicmers o 96 312 churnches and
wrEg wiah leaders of ey denaminalioes,
lncally unid across the sinle, to spesk out on ihe
IESLE,

O corse, a momber of Catholis and non-
Catholees don't see sprawl m ipnpoanl, Somie
szy Lhoy believe limiting growth is un-American
aresd i resimaint oo freedom,

"Well, sprawl also gives Macamb Cousty
ressdenis e Uregdom to have pollaled water in
ke 54, Clair," Orfield anid. *Peapie shoold he

fres, but witls backed-up froeaavs, bad sewers
arsd pvercrowded schools, they are nis fre="
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Ypsilanti
needs to get
rid of its
1-way streets

streets are greal for moving
Imﬂm:th:mghmmqldnﬂm

That's exactly why it i5 so for
Ypsilunti (o get rid of some of the city’s
mona-directional thoro

Most of the attention has been forused
on Wesk Cross Street. Just last week, city
officials and eommunity members met with
consultants to talk about revitalizimg the
Cross Street arca near the Eastern
Michigan University campus.

(ine of the keys to that effort is reluming
that portion of Cross Streat to beo-way tral-
fic, There's just no way for the businesses
in thai area to thrive with three lanes of
traffic whirzing by and no on-street park-
ing.

But Cross Street iz not the only one-way
strest that needs reconsideration.

There's no need for three kanes of one-
way traffic on Huren and Hamilton sireets,
Al those streets do it make it easy for

& 1o blow right through Ypsilanti

by the need to slow down on their way
to or from the expreassway.

And then there's the confusion caused by
thie onve-way sectiong of Adame and Pear
sirests in the dosmiown area. Adams iz one
way for just one hlock alongside the
Ypailenti District Library. Pearl, one block
north of Michigan Avenue, has one-way
traffic, for no epparent reasan, from Huren
west to Hamilton,

Fortunately, city officials gencrally agree

that the community would be better served
with thess streets returning to two-way
traffic.

Unfortunately, the state Department of
Transporiation has to be convineed before
maosi of these streets can be changed. All
the state really cares ahoot iz the wafe and
efficient Aow of traffic.

For the most part, MDOT officials are
asphalt geeks. They live and die by the road
conztruction peason, They must be in heay-
en this summer. But what happens onee
vl step up on e carb = not thedr eon-
CETTE, -
City officials, a
Mhnmummﬂsmdﬂmmmmmlqr
that surrsinds the roads. What good is it to
heve a smooth sirefch of asphalt passing
through an area where the businesses have
{ziled or throagh a neighborhoeod where no
one wanks to [hve in the homes facing three
lanes of traffie?
Thankiully, they are doing more Lthan

inging their hands about it

Even after the state =aid no to the
request to refurn Cross Street to
traffic, the city hired 8 consultant and met
with neighbors in & renewed effort to make
the state road geeks see the ervor of their
ways. The game consultant will a
proposal o return Pearl and Adams (o two-
“g%ﬂm I'.I'.eyhmmtm

ity |
upmthepnmhﬂhjrw
HamUtnnﬂﬂHur:,l;thehm
HH“EN‘!I.I\WEIH& M, mﬂil:ﬂ'lﬂlﬂﬂ*
ing to reduce those makn iraffic arteries
from three lanes Lo bvo was tumed down
once, i sécond effort ks atill a kv

I e Lhvesee roads several a werk
;:gnmdfﬁﬁkm d-lum;gwh:tm

§ nnti, Even dur you
Mdmurmhhuurhthmchmlsgturﬂl

Ypzilanti is ona roll with roads OO,

The median on Mi i Avenie has

n‘r::nged the feel of this major roadway

dmmmm w:lri m: the munsaim
mnmlng Eul. M.I:-hngm
Avenue s I:rel.ng

Let's nl;.rafﬂ:nhhmmﬂnudun
mmpu{ rodidks by convincing state
highway officials that a vital, thriving com-

is evary bit a5 important as the safe
mﬁmlm:ﬂh‘lﬁt
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1 Police Beat, C3

1 Teen Calendar, C4
| STATE, C4

| DBITUARIES, C5
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HOW TO REACH OUR EDITORS
Tom Krisher, Metro Editor

{734) 994-6872 or tkrisher@annarbom
Jennifer Rich, Ypsilanti City
{734) 4B2-3861 or jrchdannarbames
Christine Uthal, Livingston
{734) 924-6951 or cuthotfdannarbarng

Session to look at Cross Street

Future options for Ypsilanti corridor to be discussed

Hi MARIANME REEPRA
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Wissd Cross Streid liss simi u.h.rqm A lical pre-
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Eurdern Michigsn Universily ass Lhe Ann Arbor-
‘rpsilanti Urban Aren Traffe
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whe = prmgect r for Hamilion
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wilh busizeea owners, |andlards snd oihiers with an
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Continued from G1

CROSS STREET: Wednesday
meeting planned for talks

In September, representatives  rated into a final report to be pre-
from Hamilton Associations and sented in mid-Movember. said

from Hldmler& Consulting will Gustafsson.
L suggestions on restoring
the sireet, probably at another all- :“mhﬁimhmh

mrzephke@annarbomews.com or by
calling (734) 482-2263,
L

:jlyimslnu apen (o the publie, he
Commenls then will be incorpo-
L

Cross Street Neighborhood Improvement Plan
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Parking, crime rise as

THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2004

THE ANMN ARBOR NEWS

issues for Cross Street

W Information meeting offers laundry list of
items that need to be addressed there.

IinHHHHHEHEPM

rqmnmmm

| Crime, traffic, condemned housing and il
dll problems residents and business owners

West Cross Strest want solved.

| ware vooal during a Wi afbermoon ses-

A morning %ﬁu@tﬁu city adminis-

was during the evening

to-make suggestions to consultants Hamilton

H, i development firny, and Midwest
of Ann Arbor,
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hulhmmhhwﬁ%ﬂmmmﬂd
Larry university’s fucilities manager.

The Rev. Edmond Erizhischoff, pastor of 5t John
the Baptist Church, said he's had fewer cars parked in
the chireh kot now that the Cross Street har iz

closed but going into a nearby liquor store, as
wﬂum;;h:ts,tﬂnn there.

Other issues addressed include more lighting,
crosswalks and signs, as well as cleaning up side-
walks and adding trees and flowers, Participants
said they wanted more police walking beals in the
area, better areas for o stores and speed

ThE:h.ldJl’uﬂ attempt last by the city

OWE An year to

gel state approval o change West Cross Street from a

atreet Lo two-way, The state recommended

it bart the ity hired consultants to take a more

thorough look al the area. The Cross Street district

also includes Washtenaw Avenue, which is one-way

castbound, as well 55 North Huron and west to
Avenue.

The results from Wednesday's sessions will go to the
Cross Street Area Improvement Study Committes next
week. Preliminary recommendations could come in

in another doy-long sesgion,

A complete traffic study will be done after EMU
clazses resume in September and a final report should

be completed late this fall,

Marianne Rrepka can be reached by e-mail at mrzep-
ka@annarbornews.cam or by calling (734) 482-2263.
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