
 Pearl St,  
downtown 

Queen of Hearts bakery , Depot Town 
(now closed) 
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PRIDE | DIVERSITY | HERITAGE 

 

Signs- Creative 
§122-862(m) 

 

This Fact Sheet is not a 
substitute for the ordinance, 
but addresses common 
questions about City ordinances.  
For further information, please 
call the Building Department. 

All permit applications are 
available from the Building 
Department and at 
cityofypsilanti.com/permits.   
 
Completed applications may be 
dropped off at the Building 
Department. 
 
 

City Hall 
One South Huron  

Ypsilanti, MI  48197 
 

Building 
3rd Floor, City Hall 

Phone: (734) 482-1025  
cityofypsilanti.com/building 

 
Planning 

4th Floor, City Hall 
Phone: (734) 483-9646  

cityofypsilanti.com/planning 
 

Historic District 
4th Floor, City Hall 

Phone: (734) 483-9646  
cityofypsilanti.com/hdc  

 
 

All permits, fees, and factsheets 
can be found at 

cityofypsilanti.com/permits.  
 

 
Ypsilanti is a creative community, and our 
sign ordinance recognizes that.  If you 
have a creative idea for a sign that just 
doesn’t fit inside the dimensional 
requirements of the ordinance, we have a 
provision that can help you accomplish 
your vision. Once you apply for the 
“modification of sign standards,” you’ll 
appear before the Planning Commission, 
who will review your application for 
conformance with the ordinance, 
conformance with the character of the 
neighborhood, innovation and variety in 
design, and conformance with the Master 
Plan of the City. 
  
However, if it’s a hardship that’s 
preventing adherence to the ordinance, or 
if the request is simply for a larger sign 
than the ordinance permits, please review 
the Variance Application packet available 
online. 

 
Please review these examples of signs that 
might qualify for this modification of 
standards, were they proposed today. 
 

Michigan Ave downtown 
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City of Ypsilanti  
Building Department 

 
One South Huron ۰ Ypsilanti, MI  48197 

Phone: (734) 482-1025 ۰ Fax: (734) 483-7444 
www.cityofypsilanti.com 

Non-refundable fee: 
$75 

 

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF SIGN STANDARDS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH SIGN APPLICATION 

§122-862(m) 

Applicant 
Contact Name 

Business Name 

Sign for which modification of standard is being requested (include location) 

 

Explain how the sign satisfies EACH of the below items, attaching additional documentation as necessary. 
Feel free to include any other relevant information.  Incomplete submissions w ill not be review ed. 
 The sign’s structure, dimensions, and placement generally conform to the character of signs in the neighborhood or 

business district; AND 
 The sign shows innovation in design; AND 
 The sign shall be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained to assure compatibility with surrounding uses, 

buildings, and signs, taking into account sign placement, bulk, height and materials; AND 
 The proposed sign shall promote the use of signage in a socially and economically desirable manner and not be 

detrimental, hazardous, or disturbing to existing or future neighboring uses, persons, property or public welfare; 
AND 

 The sign will not, due to size, location, construction, or manner of display, endanger life or limb, interfere with 
traffic, or otherwise endanger the public morals, health or safety.  
Furthermore, it will:  

• Maintain and enhance the aesthetic value of the City.  
• Encourage ongoing free expression of ideas and dissemination of messages, regardless of content, through 

compatibility with surroundings and legibility to the public.  
• Enhance pedestrian and vehicular traffic safety through minimizing distraction of drivers.  
• Lessen existing adverse effects on nearby real property, or, if new, minimize potential adverse effects. 
• Protect and enhance economic vitality and property values by assuring aesthetic appeal for residents and 

visitors.  
AND/OR 
The sign achieves a higher public purpose consistent with the purpose of Chapter 122 of the City Code of 
Ordinances or the City of Ypsilanti Master Plan. 

Signature 
I hereby attest that the above information is accurate and I am authorized to make this application.  
Signature: Date: 

Print Name: 
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