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City of Ypsilanti 
Planning and Development Department

 
      

Memo 
To: City of Ypsilanti Charter Commission
From: John Barr, City Attorney and Teresa Gillotti, Planner II 
Date: March 1, 2012

Subject: City Charter “Protected Lands” designation

The Ypsilanti City Charter amendment of 1994 included a new feature, a means for deeming public assets 
“protected lands” as well as a series of requirements if there would to be an eventual sale of the 
property.

Staff had recently discussed that the Charter language does not allow for any amendment or addition to 
the protected land list.  In its current form, the lands designated by the Planning Commission in 1995 are 
a static list, and we would like to suggest that the Charter Commission consider an amendment.

In reviewing public lands as part of the 2012 council goals, as well as the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan that is to be revised this year, staff noted the need for at least one addition, and a few points of 
clarification:

The addition of the eventual linear park/trail along the Water Street Redevelopment Area
Further delineation of the “riverfront/wetlands” properties
The list that was created by the Planning Commission in 1995 had properties listed by name only, 
and it would be more accurate and precise to include addresses and Parcel ID (when possible)  
For example, it is unclear what “Thomas” refers to. (see attached)
Some protected properties are under private ownership, and should be removed (UAW)  
There may be a desire to remove parcels as conditions change over time.

As the Ypsilanti Planning Commission had the original authority to create the list, and as the Planning 
Commission is required by state law to deliver Master Plan Updates every 5 years, staff is recommending 
the City Charter be amended to include:

Protected Lands.  The Planning Commission shall review the list of Protected Lands in the city as 
part of each five year periodic review of the city Master Plan.  The list of Protected Lands may be 
amended by the Planning Commission as part of the five year periodic review, and/or  from time 
to time, as determined by the facts and circumstances then existing.  The Protected Land list 
shall be kept by the city clerk and published on the city web site.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  Teresa Gillotti will be attending the next Charter 
commission meeting to answer any questions you might have on this topic.

Teresa Gillotti 
tgillotti@cityofypsilanti.com or 734-483-9646










