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Overview 
 
The BetterBuildings for Michigan program brings incentives, affordable loans and solid expertise to help 
make homes warm, comfortable and healthy while lowering their energy costs. This statewide program 
is brought to Metro Detroit by the Southeast Michigan Regional Energy Office, an effort which includes 
WARM Training Center and the Michigan Suburbs Alliance in coordination with local cities. We are 
bringing this program to the region because we know that it will benefit and strengthen our 
communities. 
 

What we're asking of you 
 

 Decide if the people you'll reach out to are a good fit for the program (see below).  

 Let residents know that this is a great opportunity to improve their homes, and encourage them 
to sign-up by phone or website if they are a good fit for the program (see below). 

 Make sure they select your organization in "who I heard about it from".  

 Feel free to use the BetterBuildings for Michigan logo, as per the guidelines provided in the 
Partner Orientation pack.  

 DETROIT and Oakland County: Know that we have some limited ability to serve low-income 
residents in Detroit and Oakland County because of available programs there. Feel free to refer 
people to the program who are invested in their homes, have homes in good condition and are 
planning on staying a while, but cannot afford the regular program. Since we can only serve a 
very limited number of residents through these special programs, it should not be the focus of 
your outreach efforts. Once those programs are full, we will only be able to refer people to the 
free DTE program which is a good start, but provides much less work on the home.  

  
 

Who's a good fit 
  
While we would love to help everyone, everywhere tackle energy efficiency, we can't quite do that with 
this program.  While we can refer other people to other programs, for this effort we are seeking  the 
following:  

 Homeowners (1-4 unit buildings only) 

 In one of our selected cities (listed at www.regionalenergyoffice.org) 

 Who can pay the enrollment fee 

 Are genuinely interested in improving their homes 

 Have the financial capacity to work on home improvement (Note: low income program available 
in Detroit and Oakland County) 

 Have houses that don't have more immediate construction needs such as a damaged roof.  

 Have active utility service turned on.  
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What you can expect from us 
 

 Information and outreach materials -- We are developing flyers, email announcements, 
facebook posts, case studies, etc. which you can use to let folks know about the program.  

 Media -- We will send out press releases, etc. for media coverage. If you are interested in 
seeking media coverage on your own, be sure to check and coordinate with our staff.  

 Partner incentive of $50 -- for participating households that cite your organization as the referral 
source (see details below) and once you've referred at least 20 people who participate. 

 We will schedule appointments for the residents with our pre-selected local contractors with 
good experience providing quality work in energy assessments and improvements.  

 We will conduct third-party quality assurance checks on a portion of the homes done to verify 
quality work.  

 Official recognition as a partner on our website, and possible additional press coverage.  
 

Partner Investment 
  
In order to support your good work and effort, we will be able to pay a referral fee to partners accepted 
through this program.  This is not designed to be a money-maker, and we expect that our partners are 
engaged in this project foremost because they believe in serving the residents of their community. 
Nonetheless, we also recognize that this takes time and effort and want to support that effort and build 
the capacity of local organizations to serve their community.   

 We will pay that partner organization $50 per person once at least 20 participating homes have 
been referred by that partner. By "participating homes" we mean a home that has applied, paid 
the enrollment fee and hosted at least the initial energy assessment visit.  Partners will be paid 
quarterly.   

 The Detroit low-income program is not eligible for this partner investment fee, but Oakland 
County is.   

 We will pay this partner fee only for the first 1000 participating homes that are referred through 
approved partners.  As we near the 1000 home limit, we will notify partners of the impending 
limit, using the email address provided below.  

 We recommend that partners collaborate in their outreach effort that they make their own 
agreements between each other on how to claim and share those funds.  

 Because this fee will be paid out only to referred residents that participate in the program, 
exercise good judgment in how you encourage people to sign-up. We do not want to receive 
thousands of inquiries from people who simply heard that grant dollars might be available. We 
want to get sign-ups from people who are interested in improving their community, homes and 
budget with energy efficiency.  

 
Note: The Southeast Michigan Regional Energy Office reserves the right to remove any organization 
from this Outreach Partner program at any time at its own discretion. The partner will be notified 
immediately of any such decision. For any residents who apply to the program before that notification 
the partner would still receive payment according to this agreement.  
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Application 
 
 
Organization:  
 
 
FEIN:  
(Organization must be a legal entity) 
 
 
DUNS Number:  
(See our guide on how to apply for a DUNS number if you don't have one.) 
 
 
Address:  
 
 
Email:  
 
 
Phone:  
 
 
Contact Person Name and Title:  
 
 
Methods intended to reach out to residents and number of residents each method serves: (e.g. email 
newsletter: 500, print newsletter: 200, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
I have read and understand the Community Outreach Partner Agreement (2 pages plus application), and 
wish to participate in the program.  
 
 
 
______________________________________________  _______________________ 
Name         Date 
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