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CITY OF YPSILANTI
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ONE SOUTH HURON, YPSILANTI, MI 48197
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2007
7:30 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Council Member Filipiak Present Council Member Robb Present
Council Member Gawlas Present Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson Present
Council Member Nickels Present Mayor Schreiber Present

Council Member Richardson Present (7:33 p.m.)
INVOCATION

The Mayor asked the audience to stand for a moment of silence.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

I pledge allegiance to t he fandtgthe Republidfdre
which it stands, one nati on, under God,
INTRODUCTIONS

Mayor Schreiber introduced Assistant City Manager April McGrath, Planning Director
Karen Hart, Police Chief Matthew Harshberger, Fire Chief Jon Ichesco, and Former Mayor
Pete Murdock.

AGENDA APPROVAL

City Manager Koryzno requested that Council remove Resolution 2007-240 from the
agenda per request from the DTACDC.

Council Member Filipiak requested that Resolution 2007-234 be removed from the
Consent Agenda and moved to Resolutions/Motions/Discussions.
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II.

IV.

VI.

II1.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

CITY OF YPSILANT
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ONE SOUTH HURON, YPSILANTI, MI 48197
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2007

7:30 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER i
ROLL CALL T
Council Member Filipiak PA Council Member Robb PA
Council Member Gawlas PA Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson PA
Council Member Nickels PA Mayor Schreiber PA

Council Member Richardson PA
INVOCATION i

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE i

I pl edge all egiance to the flag, of th
for which it stands, one nation, wunder
INTRODUCTIONS i
AGENDA APPROVAL i
PRESENTATIONS i

A. Proclamation honoring Megan Turf

B. Presentation of the Promoting Active Communities Silver Award — Planning
Director Karen Hart

C. Audit Presentation — David Helisek, Martin Olenjik and Susan Simpson of Plante &
Moran, PLLC

D. Taser Presentation — Police Chief Matthew Harshberger
E. City/Township Fire Report — Fire Chief Jon Ichesco

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION i

REMARKS BY THE MAYOR i

MINUTES -

Resolution No. 2007-232, approving the minutes of November 7, 2007.
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XI.

XII.

XIII.

XI1V.

XVII.

XVIII.

XIX.

CONSENT AGENDA Resolution No. 2007-233

i scussions per Council 63
B. Resolution No. 2007-235, authorizing signatories for the MDOT Forest Avenue Bike Path Project.

C. Resolution No. 2007-236, approving request to seek a 2008 Certified Local Government Grant for
rehabilitation of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse.

RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS -

A. Resolution No. 2007-237, approving the purchase of tasers from Michigan Taser of
Livonia, Michigan.

B. Resolution No. 2007 -238, approving the purchase of (1) Heil RL 40/60 25 Cubic Yard Split Rear
Load Body and waiving the competitive bidding process or recycling truck.

C. Resolution No. 2007-239, authorizing City staff to negotiate an agreement with Adams Outdoor
Advertising for a digital billboard.

from-—city-fees. (Removed fromtheagenda per City Managero6s re

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER -

A. Recommendation to cancel the December 18, 2007 Council Meeting.
B. Water Street Update

LIAISON REPORTS i

A. SEMCOG Update

B. Recreation Commission

C. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study
D Ypsilanti Area Community Fund

COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS -

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR -

A. Resolution No. 2007-241, appointing an individual to City of Ypsilanti Boards and
Commissions.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION -

REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR i

ADJOURNMENT -

A. Resolution No. 2007-242, adjourning the City Council Meeting.
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VII.

VIII.

IX.

PRESENTATIONS

>

Proclamation honoring Megan Turf

B. Presentation of the Promoting Active Communities Silver Award — Planning Director
Karen Hart

C. Audit Presentation — David Helisek, Martin Olenjik and Susan Simpson of Plante &
Moran, PLLC

D. Taser Presentation — Police Chief Matthew Harshberger
E. City/Township Fire Report — Fire Chief Jon Ichesco

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Mayor Schreiber read the rules for audience participation.

1. Leonardo Christian announced a pre-Christmas Dinner he is sponsoring. He
stated that area restaurants are donating the food and volunteers are needed
to serve the food. He asked those interested to contact him by December 15,

2. Lula Jones thanked Council for recognizing the work of Megan Turf. She
reported that Mayor Schreiber shopped downtown and his presence made a
huge impact on the community. She invited all to come and shop downtown
for the holidays.

REMARKS BY THE MAYOR

Mayor Schreiber thanked Mr. Christian for sponsoring the pre-Christmas Dinner. He also
thanked Lula Jones for her hard work in the community and for her positive attitude.

MINUTES

Resolution No. 2007-232, approving the minutes of November 7, 2007.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

That the Minutes of November 7, 2007 be approved.

OFFERED BY: Council Member Gawlas
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Nickels

VOTE:

Yes:

7 No: O Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

The minutes were approved as presented.

XI.

CONSENT AGENDA Resolution No. 2007-233

A. Resolution No. 2007-235, authorizing signatories for the MDOT Forest Avenue Bike
Path Project.
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RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, the Michigan Department of Transportation requires authorized signatories for the Forest
Avenue bike path project. According to city charter the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized
signatories.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Ypsilanti City Council approves that the Mayor and City
Clerk be authorized to sign said agreement on behalf of the City as approved to form by City
Attorney Barr.

B. Resolution No. 2007-236, approving request to seek a 2008 Certified Local
Government Grant for rehabilitation of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, the City, Depot Town Downtown Development Authority, and Friends of the Ypsilanti
Freighthouse wish to seek a 2008 Certified Local Government Grant for rehabilitation of the
Ypsilanti Freighthouse; and

Whereas, the application requires a resolution authorizing acceptance of the grant and
designating all authorized contract signatures; and

Whereas, it is the desire of the City of Ypsilanti City Council to accept the grant;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI that the City
Manager is authorized and directed to file an application for $35,000 for rehabilitation of the
Ypsilanti Freighthouse and that upon approval of the final application by the Department of
History, Arts and Libraries, the City Manager shall be authorized to sign the grant contract, any
necessary amendments to the grant contract, other contract related documents, and the required
covenant/easement subject to the approval of the City Attorney.

OFFERED BY: Council Member Robb
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Filipiak

VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: O Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

XII. RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS

A. Resolution No. 2007-237, approving the purchase of tasers from Michigan Taser of
Livonia, Michigan.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, the Ypsilanti Police Department has received a grant from the Justice Assistance Grant
Program in the amount of $24,971, and

Whereas, the Ypsilanti Police Department allocated $20,000.00 in the FY 07-08 budget, and

Whereas, Michigan Taser, the single source vendor for the X-26 Taser has provided a quote for a
total cost of $44,992.52; now

December 4, 2007
City Council Minutes 5



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief of Police be authorized to sign all necessary
documents needed execute the contract with Michigan Taser Distributing, subject to approval of
the City Attorney.

OFFERED BY: Council Member Filipiak
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Robb

Council Member Robb moved, supported by Council Member Richardson to table the resolution to
allow additional data and information regarding use policy to be submitted to Council.

On a Roll Call, the vote was as follows:

Council Member Filipiak Yes Council Member Robb Yes
Council Member Gawlas No Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson Yes
Council Member Nickels No Mayor Schreiber No

Council Member Richardson Yes
Yes: 4 No: 3 Absent: 0 Vote: Carried
The resolution was declared tabled.

B. Resolution No. 2007 -238, approving the purchase of (1) Heil RL 40/60 25 Cubic
Yard Split Rear Load Body and waiving the competitive bidding process or recycling
truck.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, a purchase proposal was received by Bell Equipment Company of Lake Orion, Michigan
for the purchase of a Heil RL 40/60 25 Cubic Yard Split Rear Load Body for use in the Department
of Public Works-Environmental Services Division for a total amount of $131,800; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Ypsilanti City Council approves the purchase of
one Heil RL 40/60 25 Cubic Yard Split Rear Load Body from Bell Equipment Company.

OFFERED BY: Council Member Robb
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Gawlas

Department of Public Works Director Bill Bohlen was present to explain the request and answer
questions from Council.

VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: 0 Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

C. Resolution No. 2007-234, approving the proposed 2008 Council meeting schedule.
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

The Ypsilanti City Council will hold Regular Meetings at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers,
located at One South Huron Street, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197, for the year 2008 on the following
dates:

January 16 (Wednesday) July 15
February 5 August 6 (Wednesday)
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February 19 August 19

March 4 September 2

March 18 September 16

April 1 October 7

April 15 October 21

May 7 (Wednesday) November 10 (Organizational Mtg.)
May 21 November 18

June 3 December 2

June 17 December 16

July 1

The City of Ypsilanti encourages persons with disabilities to participate and will provide necessary
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as sign language for the hearing impaired and
audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at
the meeting upon two (2) days notice to the City. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the City by writing or calling the following:

City Clerk”s Office
One South Huron Street

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197-5420
(734) 483-1100 or (800) 649-4777 (TDD Relay)

Al persons are welcome to attend. Additiona
Of fice and written comments may be sent to t

OFFERED BY: Council Member Filipiak
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Richardson

Council Member Filipiak requested that City Council consider moving its meetings to the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month to allow Council to attend other Board meetings which
currently meet on the first and third Tuesdays also.

Council Member Filipiak moved to amend the calendar to reflect every second and fourth
Tuesday of each month.

Mayor Schreiber suggested that Council Member Filipiak consult with the Historic District
Commission which currently meets on the second and fourth Tuesday and approve the calendar
at the January 17" meeting.

Council Member Filipiak withdrew his motion.

Council Member Richardson moved, supported by Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson to change all
Wednesday scheduled meetings to Thursday.

VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: 0 Absent: 0 Vote: Carried
The amendment was approved.

The resolution as amended is as follows:

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:
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The Ypsilanti City Council will hold Regular Meetings at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers,
located at One South Huron Street, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197, for the year 2008 on the following
dates:

January 16 (Wednesday Thursday) July 15

February 5 August 6 (Wednresday Thursday)
February 19 August 19

March 4 September 2

March 18 September 16

April 1 October 7

April 15 October 21

May 7 (Wednesday Thursday) November 10 (Organizational Mtg.)
May 21 November 18

June 3 December 2

June 17 December 16

July 1

The City of Ypsilanti encourages persons with disabilities to participate and will provide necessary
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as sign language for the hearing impaired and
audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at
the meeting upon two (2) days notice to the City. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the City by writing or calling the following:

City Clerk’”s Office
One South Huron Street
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197-5420
(734) 483-1100 or (800) 649-4777 (TDD Relay)

i nf or mi:

Al l persons are welcome to attend. Additional
the City

Of fice and written comments may be sent to

D. Resolution No. 2007-239, authorizing City staff to negotiate an agreement with
Adams Outdoor Advertising for a digital billboard.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

Whereas, Eastern Michigan University and the Ypsilanti Area Convention and Visitors Bureau own
a billboard located on the City landfill property;

Whereas, the billboard is obsolete and would better represent the community if it were replaced
with a more modern and versatile billboard; and

Whereas, both the City and the community could benefit from a new sign;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the Ypsilanti City Council authorize the City Manager or
his designee to negotiate an agreement for a new digital LED billboard to be located on the City
landfill property and that the agreement be presented to City Council for approval in early 2008.

OFFERED BY: Council Member Richardson
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Filipiak

Planning Director Karen Hart and Shannon Bellars of Adams Outdoor Advertising were present to
explain the request and answer questions from Council.
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VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: O Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

XIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER

A. Recommendation to cancel the December 18, 2007 Council Meeting.

City Manager Koryzno recommended that Council cancel the December 18, 2007 meeting
because there is no formal business that needs to be conducted. He stated that Council will be
meeting for Goal Setting work sessions on Saturday, December 8 and Saturday, December 15.

Council Member Richardson moved, supported by Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson to cancel the
December 18, 2007 Council Meeting.

VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: O Absent: 0 Vote: Carried
The December 18, 2007 meeting was declared cancelled.

B. Water Street Update

City Manager Koryzno stated that in recent weeks the Planning and Development staff
have made contact with three developers regarding the Water Street property. He
indicated that the developers approached the City through contacts initially made at the
National B r o wn f Gorgdredce im Chicago. He noted that the University of Michigan
Business School recently visited the property also and will be following up along with the
three developers. He said that all three of the developers have prior Congressional
Brownfield Redevelopment experience and are tried and tested developers. He said the
City Attorney's Office has nearly completed the
in about 42 parcels being combined into one. He stated that the request for proposals
would be posted next week and anticipates responses will be submitted by the first week
in January, which is the deadline.

In regards to the City audit, Mr. Koryzno stated that he is pleased that the City will be
able to save more money in revenue over expenses from last year. He stated that some
of the savings is due to one-time revenues such as the sale of property, delay in City
projects, retirement of personnel and delay of filling vacancies. He said other savings
resulted from the hard work of City employees. He indicated that the savings is good
and he will be sharing the financial outlook with Council in the Goal Setting sessions and
show where a substantial amount of this money may be used.

Mr. Koryzno announced that the economic development grant for S. Mansfield has been
awarded to the City. He stated that $395,000.00 was secured for the project to begin
construction in 2009.

Mayor Schreiber asked if Mansfield Street will be upgraded.

Mr. Koryzno responded that S. Mansfield will be reconstructed.

XIV. LIAISON REPORTS

A. SEMCOG - There was no report.
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B. Recreation Commission — Mayor Schreiber indicated that he is still looking for youth
commissioners and will be meeting with the Superintendent of the Ypsilanti Public
School system to suggest that a program be created to educate students about local
government because it is very accessible. He suggested that this may be a way to
find some youth commissioners.

C. Washtenaw Area Transportation Study — Council Member Nickels stated that a nine-
month study is being conducted to evaluate improvements to allow freight and
passenger trains to use the same rails, and at the conclusion of the study it is
possible that an Ann Arbor-Detroit commuter rail will be in place in 2009 or 2010
with a stop in Ypsilanti.

D. Ypsilanti Area Community Fund — Council Member Richardson stated that her term is
ending on December 31% and the Commission does not plan to fill the position with a
City Council member.

XV. COUNCIL PROPOSED BUSINESS

Council Member Richardson announced that on Thursday, December 20, 2007, a dinner
and party will be held for the children at Parkridge Community Center. She stated that
donations of money or gifts would be appreciated.

Council Member Richardson said she was glad to receive the communication regarding
the holiday lights from the Department of Public Works Director Bill Bohlen because she
had received concerns from the community about when the lights would be displayed.

Council Member Richardson reported that the residents of the Worden Garden
Neighborhood Association would like information about the residence at 318 Orchard,
and would like to know if taxes are still being paid.

Council Member Filipiak asked City Manager Koryzno and Department of Public Works
Director Bill Bohlen how much money was returned to the State after abandoning the
First Avenue bike path.

Council Member Robb asked for clarification on the elevator project. He recalled that
Council received a memo two weeks ago about the project, and now the total is
$500,000.00 of City money. He asked whether the $500,000.00 would be lost if the
additional $150,000.00 is not raised. He asked how much money has been raised to
date.

Mayor Schreiber responded that originally the money was moved from Water Street by
Council in 2006 and has to be committed by April, 2008 and spent by the end of 2008.
He said that he believes that the Riverside Arts Center has plans to raise funds.

Council Member Robb asked whether the project could be done if the City commits
another $160,000.00, seeing that the City has already committed $336,000.00. He asked
whether $650,000.00 can be raised with the additional $163,000.00 or the additional
$300,000.00.

Mayor Schreiber responded that he is not sure.
Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson thanked Tyrone Bridges for the Thanksgiving dinner he

sponsored for Parkridge Community Center. She reported that there was a lot of food
and many people attended.
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Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson recalled that she asked City Manager Koryzno to look into
installing a left-hand turn arrow at the corner of Michigan Avenue and Prospect. She
asked Mr. Koryzno if he had any information on her request.

City Manager Koryzno responded that he did not have any information yet but would
check with Mr. Bohlen.

Council Member Richardson added that the Worden Gardens Neighborhood Association
has asked that the City look into placing a stop sign on north/southbound Worden at
Franklin. She stated that traffic is extremely fast at this location and residents would like
a four-way stop. She said that a stop sign was also requested at southbound Orchard at
Hill Street, where there was once a stop sign but it was removed. She asked why the
stop sign was removed.

Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson asked who pays for the lighting in Parkridge Park.

City Manager Koryzno answered the City pays for it.

XVI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR

Mayor Schreiber thanked City Manager Koryzno and staff for keeping the budget in line.
He said he views this as a sign of good management. He stated that the City has a
challenge ahead and needs to prioritize services.

He stated that he reviewed the video of the Tanya Padgett complaint. He said Council
must be careful how they deal with complaints. He said the police department should be
presumed innocent until proven guilty.

Mayor Schreiber commended the Public Works Department for getting the holiday lights
up. He said new wreaths were purchased but they did not fit into the existing brackets.
He stated that the Ypsilanti Visitors and Convention Bureau paid for the truck that was
used to install the lights, and next year the YDDA will be taking a more active role in this
process.

A. Resolution No. 2007-241, appointing an individual to City of Ypsilanti Boards and
Commissions.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:

THAT, the following individuals be appointed to the City of Ypsilanti Boards and Commissions as
indicated below:

NAME BOARD TERM TO EXPIRE
1. Joseph Schultz Planning Commission 05/01/2009
1210 Pearl Street (replacing Paul Lippens)

Ypsilanti, MI 48197

OFFERED BY: Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Nickels

VOTE:

Yes: 7 No: O Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

December 4, 2007
City Council Minutes 11



Council Member Richardson moved, supported by Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson to extend the
meeting for 10 minutes.

VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: O Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

XVII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Steve Pierce, representing the Historic Southside Neighborhood Association, said that
signs announcing leaf pickup were not displayed in his neighborhood as prominently as in
others due to what he was told were concerns of vandalism. He said that all
neighborhoods should be notified fairly. He indicated that his neighborhood has been
complaining for three years about the timing of the light at S. Huron St. and Michigan
Ave. and asked that it be adjusted.

XVIII. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR

Regarding Mr. Pierce’s comments about the traffic
Mayor Schreiber asked Mr. Koryzno for an update.

City Manager Koryzno reported that Mr. Bohlen contacted the Department of
Transportation and they are supposed to come out and do a survey.

Regarding Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson’s request for a |left turn a
and Prospect, Mayor Schreiber stated that he spoke with MDOT back in the Spring and

they indicated that they normally will wait for Walgreens to go in and settle and then do

a traffic study to see what is required.

XIX. ADJOURNMENT

A. Resolution No. 2007-242, adjourning the City Council Meeting.
RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:
That the City Council Meeting be adjourned, on call, by the Mayor or two (2) members of Council.

OFFERED BY: Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson
SUPPORTED BY: Council Member Nickels

VOTE:
Yes: 7 No: 0 Absent: 0 Vote: Carried

The meeting was adjourned at 11:02 p.m.
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