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        APPROVED 

 

 

                  City of Ypsilanti 
              City Council Goal Setting Minutes 

         Saturday, January 26, 2008 
9:00 a.m. 

HAAB BUILDING, 111 N. HURON ST. 
                                               Ypsilanti, MI  48197 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL  
 
Council Member Filipiak      Present Council Member Robb  Present 
Council Member Gawlas      Absent Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson Present 
Council Member Nickels      Present Mayor Schreiber       Present 
Council Member Richardson   Present   

 
III. INVOCATION  

 
The Mayor asked all to stand for a moment of silence. 

 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

 
“I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all.” 

 
V. INTRODUCTIONS  

 
City Council and staff introduced themselves to the audience. 
 

VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 

Mayor Schreiber read the rules for audience participation. 
 
1. David Bates, 1208 Pearl Street, spoke in support of the pool remaining 

open.  He stated that the Friends of Rutherford Pool have worked very 
hard to make swimming accessible to those in the city and township. He 
asked City Council to consider the role the pool plays in the community, 
which include providing a place for “get togethers” and for children to 
learn to swim.  Mr. Bates suggested that the city work with Ypsilanti 
Township to rehabilitate the pool. 
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2. Kathy Thorburn, 1212 Sherman Street, spoke in support of the pool 
remaining open.  She stated that the pool is a meeting place for parents 
and the community.  She said the pool is used by a diverse group of 
people, including seniors. She added that the pool offers free scholarships 
and swim lessons.   

 
VII. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR  

 
Mayor Schreiber stated that he attended a meeting called by the Friends of 
Rutherford pool recently and they understand that the pool is on its last leg.  
He indicated that testing for the pipes will be one issue that determines if the 
pool will reopen.  He suggested the City take a more regional long range 
approach to enhance the pool by developing some type of regional authority 
with Ypsilanti and Superior townships. 
  

VIII. MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS & DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

Discussion of Goals for 2007-2008, with Dr. Joe Ohren, Eastern Michigan 
University.  (See Joe Ohren’s memo dated January 31, 2008) 
 

IX. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION   
 

1. Ken Hobbs, Ypsilanti Firefighter, stated that firefighters take pride in the 
job they do, their building and the maintenance of their trucks.  He said it 
will be difficult to take pride in their jobs if they cannot provide citizens 
with the quality of fire service and EMS they deserve.  He opposed 
cutting EMS and reducing the force from four to three. 

  
2. Leonardo Christian, opposed eliminating EMS.  He stated that Ypsilanti 

EMS is usually the first responder to emergency calls and often arrives at 
emergencies before Huron Valley ambulance.  He said many senior 
citizens depend on EMS and eliminating the service will affect many 
families.  He urged City Council to make the right choices. 

 
3. Mike Eller, stated that what City Council does is complex and not all cut 

and dry. He stated that police and fire services save lives and should be 
considered primary services and everything else secondary.   

 
4. Brad Holman, DPW employee, stated that the main focus is providing city 

services.  He stated that police and fire are most often seen by the 
community, however all of the city services work together collaboratively 
to provide a piece of mind to residents.  He said city workers care and 
like serving the city. He commended City Council and staff for their 
efforts to balance the budget.   
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X. REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR   
 

Mayor Schreiber stated that no one likes to talk about cuts, however due to 
the rejection of the income tax, citizens have asked Council to work within 
the budget we have.  He stated that City Council is working hard to keep the 
city attractive and keep the city safe.  He said it is important for Council and 
staff to have a town hall meeting in the recent future to communicate to 
residents what the future of Ypsilanti will look like.  
  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Council Member Richardson moved, supported by Mayor Pro-Tem Swanson, 
that the meeting be adjourned. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m.  

 




