City of Ypsilanti

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MEETING
One South Huron Street
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197
Monday, July 8, 2019
7:00 P.M.
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ADJOURNMENT

Zero Waste Events
Lauren Koloski
Environmental Supervisor, Washtenaw County Water Resources

What is “Zero Waste”?
´ A philosophy of eliminating the generation of materials that have no viable
or economic option for end-of-use management
´ Reducing, reusing, recycling, or taking appropriate action to prevent waste
through design and engineering solutions
´ Planning ahead is key
• The average
participant of a
public event
generates 2.5
pounds of
waste per day

Before Starting a Zero Waste Journey
´

Understand and determine the current waste streams and approximate volumes
´ Will you have enough space?
´ Can it be composted?
´ Can it be recycled?

´

Establish Goals for waste diversion
´ What can you accomplish?
´ First events we like to set reasonable expectations

´

Where will the materials go after the event?
´ Recycling
´ Compost
´ Trash

´

Do you have the cost to take on Zero Waste?
´ Purchasing waste receptacles
´ Staffing
´ Disposal
´ Materials

Purchasing
´ Do you have the correct materials?
´ BPI Certified Compostable
´ Non-Plastic Coated Paper Materials
´ Reusable Materials
´ Clean Recycling

´ Purchasing is key to having a successful event. Contamination can send
your entire bag of compost or recycling right to the landfill.

Supporting Factors
´ Are the vendors and participants at your event going to purchase the
correct materials?
´ Do you have volunteers to stand at your stations to help sort the materials?
´ Do you have clear signage that is easy to read?

Planning the Event
´ Work with your vendors
´ Require them to be compliant

´ Evaluate your infrastructure
´ Do you have space?

´ Determine how many zero-waste stations you will need and map them out
´ Communicate with your exhibitors and vendors
´ Recruit volunteers
´ 1 volunteer at each station will give you the best results

´ Allocate Funds where needed

MINUTES
City of Ypsilanti

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MEETING
One South Huron Street
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197
Monday, June 10, 2019
7:00 P.M.

I.
II.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Keith Michalowski
Emily Drennen
Bryan Foley
Christian Cannon
Takunia Collins

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Nancy Heine
Julia Bayha
Katy Greenwald
Beth Gibbons

Present
Absent
Present
Present

Also Present: Council Liaison Steve Wilcoxen
Council Member Annie Somerville
Commission Recording Secretary Nancy Hare-Dickerson

III.

INTRODUCTION
A. Commissioner Takunia Collins

Takunia Collins, newly appointed commissioner, introduced himself and provided an overview of his
background, work and interests.
IV.

AGENDA APPROVAL
Commissioner Michalowski indicated that he received a cancellation notice for the Presentation –
Students for Sustainable Energy, and it should be removed from the agenda.
Heine (Second Greenwald) moved to approve the Agenda as amended.
Voice Vote: Unanimous

V.
VI.

Motion: Carried

PRESENTATIONS--none
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Annie Somerville, newly appointed Ward 3 City Council member, introduced herself and stated her
appreciation for the work of the Sustainability Commission.

**********************************************************************************************************

VII.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of May 13, 2019 minutes

Greenwald (Second Heine) moved to approve the Minutes as submitted.
Voice Vote: Unanimous

Motion: Carried

VIII.

WORKING SESSION
A. Sustainability Plan Framework Commissioner Component Proposals

Commissioner Michalowski: Stated that work has begun with the contractor who will be helping to draft
the new Master Plan updates and the Sustainability Plan.

[In response to inquiry from Commissioners Gibbons and Collins, the Commission discussed vision,
goals, timelines and previous efforts involved in work on the Sustainability Plan. Commissioners Gibbons
and Collins offered thoughts and ideas as to moving forward with the Plan in a way that includes
outreach, education and connection with the entire City community, which the Commission discussed as
a whole.]
Foley (Second Collins) moved to close out the present discussion and continue to the next
agenda item.
Council Liaison Wilcoxen: Discussed if the 6-month timeline presented at the kick-off meeting is realistic
or should possibly be extended, considering that much of the outreach would have to done in the
summer when people are busy with vacation and other activities.
Commissioner Michalowski: Indicated that there is a Plan meeting tomorrow, to further discuss
Greenhouse Gas Inventory, in which the contractor will also be in attendance. Stated that the meeting is
from 3:15-4pm in Council Chambers, and that commissioners who are available are encouraged to
attend. Suggested that a small group of commissioners meet, with a goal of being available to attend
Plan meetings and to help iron out some of the details and concerns that were discussed.

[Commissioners Cannon, Gibbons, Foley and Collins volunteered for the group]
B. Commission 2019-2020 Goals Planning

Commissioner Michalowski: Asked for discussion as to what the Commission would like to accomplish
over the next year. [In response to inquiry from Commissioner Heine, Commissioner Michalowski

summarized the list of Commission Goals for 2018]
Commissioner Cannon: Indicated that he has grant writing experience and offered to assist with
Sustainability grant opportunities.
Commissioner Gibbons: Discussed the desire to get other involved entities to participate in the grant
writing process for dam removal.

[Discussion ensued re: Peninsular dam – the removal process, retaining history, clarifying sustainable
goals with restoration and expected resulting outcomes of removal]
Council Liaison Wilcoxen: Explained that the resolution approved by the City was to go forward with
removing the dam with the stipulation that the City would budget $500,000 toward the removal and that
the other monies would need to be raised from another source.

[Discussion continued re: the budget for dam removal, dam ownership]
Commissioner Michalowski: Indicated that the last listed 2018 goal was to increase outreach and
educational efforts, which is ongoing. Stated that he will generate a similar list for the next meeting.

[Commissioners discussed items they would like to have added to the goals planning list]
Sustainability Commission
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IX.

RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS
A. Commission Annual Elections Discussion

Commissioner Michalowski: Suggested that with the time for elections approaching, for commissioners
to think about any possible interests regarding nomination of chair/vice chair.
Foley (Second Drennen) moved to postpone the Commission Annual Elections Discussion to
the July meeting.
Voice Vote: Unanimous

Motion: Carried

B. Resolution No. 2019-084 Ypsilanti Central Business District Parking Study and Strategy Discussion

Commissioner Michalowski: Asked for discussion in regards to the survey.

[Discussion ensued re: roads being made safer for bicycle riders; need for increased bike racks and bike
lanes; bike safety information being made readily available; need for increased signage; syncing of
traffic/crossing lights; problem street areas]
Commissioner Foley: Indicated that some of the concerns mentioned are currently being discussed by
the office of Senator Jeff Irwin, the County commissioner and the County Road Commission.
Commissioner Michalowski: Asked Commissioner Foley to apprise the Commission of future road
updates as they occur.
Council Liaison Wilcoxen: Indicated that as liaison for the Non-Motorized Advisory Commission, he will
share future updates with the Sustainability Commission.
Commissioner Michalowski: Stated that he will contact Bob Krzewinski, Chair of the Non-Motorized
Advisory Commission, to ask if he would be willing to come in and speak with the Commission.
X.

COMMUNICATIONS
A. Resolution No. 2019-013 Banning Single Use Plastic

Commissioner Michalowski: Indicated that Resolution No. 2019-013 banning single use plastic was
passed by City Council.
Council Liaison Wilcoxen: Indicated that the Resolution addresses City departments/offices and
procurement.
B. Peninsular Dam Update

[Discussed during Working Session – B. Commission Goals Planning]
XI.

LIAISON REPORTS
A. Housing Affordability & Accessibility Committee Report

Commissioner Foley: Indicated that a meeting will be held Thursday, June 27 th, 7pm, at the Riverside
Arts Center. [In response to inquiry by Commissioner Collins, Commissioner Foley explained the purpose

of the committee and work currently being done]
Sustainability Commission
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B. EMU Sustainability Commission Report

Commissioner Greenwald: Indicated no new updates.
C. MGC Challenge Report

Commissioner Heine: Indicated that access issues were resolved and data entry is completed.
D. Plan Steering Committee Report

[Discussed during Working Session – A. Sustainability Plan Framework]
E. Perry School Solar Power Project Report

Commissioner Cannon: Updated the Commission regarding external sources he reached out to for
support for the solar project and to discuss interest in supporting community-based projects; and a
source which would be an assist with grant opportunities. Indicated also exploring the pros/cons of just
solar and integrating solar & battery storage. Offered to collaborate with Commissioner Collins to create
a gardening aspect to the solar project as a complementary addition.
XII.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

I.

Commissioner Heine — none
Commissioner Drennen — none
Commissioner Bayha — absent
Commissioner Foley — none
Commissioner Greenwald — none
Commissioner Cannon — none
Commissioner Gibbons — none
Commissioner Collins: Asked if the Commission offers anything about rain barrel gardening/collecting rain
water. Stated that he would be interested in teaching people how to collect rain water and how to hold and
use rain water properly, which would be of help economically and with water conservation.
Commissioner Michalowski — none

XIII.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION--none

XIV.

PROPOSED BUSINESS—no additional

XV.

NEXT MEETING DATE
Monday, July 8, 2019

XVI.

ADJOURNMENT: 9:12 p.m.
Heine (Second Foley) moved to adjourn the meeting of the Sustainability Commission.
Voice Vote: Unanimous

Sustainability Commission
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Sustainability/Master plan contract agreement

8 July 2019

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN:
Plan Creation Goals
-

Outreach: (robust) people of all ages
Final conclusions: Comparison of no change in path, ecological and affordable path, and
the ideal world scenario

Plan Target Components:
-

Resilience and climate change
Water cleanliness and safety
Increase natural environments footprint
Transit availability and safety
Support and promote home ownership and small businesses
Youth and Student environmental education
Food and housing security
Local sourcing of food
Community Networks

7/5/2019

Gmail - Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>

Fw: CDP and ICLEI's unified reporting system: Invitation to participate
Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>
Thu, Jun 27, 2019 at 3:20 PM
To: Andrew Hellenga <ahellenga@cityofypsilanti.com>
Cc: Beth Bashert <mayor@cityofypsilanti.com>, Frances McMullan <fmcmullan@cityofypsilanti.com>
Hi Andrew,
My request to purchase this membership was a result of our contract advisor from EcoWorks stating the
membership provides access to software for monitoring GHG. They said this software would allow them to
use a template to generate the report allowing them more time to spend on data. This would also allow
staff to have a standard way to track and update GHG information to avoid having to hire a contractor
each time we do an assessment. Beth, also sent Frances and I an email before all this asking our thoughts
on membership. However, there seems to be concerns about who will actually keep this up to date and
what feels like some pushback on the idea. I have no desire to push and fund software that is unwanted
and/or will go unused. I also believe a vote of the Sustainability Commission would result in a preference
to allocate our budget on our Earth Day event since we have not had a budget for this event in the past.
Given GHG assessment is contracted out now, at this time I believe I will let them proceed per the original
contract that I am told did not include this expense. Either way, I'll discuss it at our next meeting and
update you if anything changes.
Also, can I please get a copy of the Sustainability/Master plan contract agreement for reference. It seems
things have changed a lot since Council originally voted to fund a consulting just for the Sustainability
Plan. I'd like to understand exactly what was agreed upon.
Thanks for your time,
Keith
On Thu, Jun 27, 2019 at 2:37 PM Andrew Hellenga <ahellenga@cityofypsilanti.com> wrote:

Good afternoon Mayor,

I did some following up with staff regarding this software; the Sustainability Commission has been
budgeted $1,000 for membership,s and by resolution can approve to purchase this software. Staff has
also informed me there should be no issue in waiting until after the next Sustainability Commission
meeting on July 8th.

Best,

Andrew Hellenga
City Clerk
City of Ypsilanti
1 South Huron
ahellenga@cityofypsilanti.com
(734) 483-1100

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar1542363882979637455&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar154236388297… 1/5

7/5/2019

Gmail - Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

From: Beth Bashert
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:56 PM
To: Andrew Hellenga <ahellenga@cityofypsilanti.com>; Frances McMullan
<fmcmullan@cityofypsilanti.com>
Cc: Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>
Subject: Fw: Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

Andrew and Frances;

The Sustainability Commission wants to spend $600 on the software outlined below.

Threading between all the acronyms, this will allow us to track our greenhouse gas emissions, moving us up the ladder
in our climate action plan, as well as qualifying for metrics for various awards with grants attached.

Tracking greenhouse gas emissions has been a goal of mine for some time now. If you can approve this expense and
help him move forward on it, that would be fabulous.

See the info below from Keith and let me know if I can help in any way.

Thank you!

Beth Bashert
Mayor

CITY OF YPSILANTI
1 South Huron Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
(734) 483-9644 - Office
(734) 483-7260 - Fax
(734) 368-3573 - Cell
www.cityofypsilanti.com

From: Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 12:32 PM
To: Beth Bashert
Subject: Fwd: Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

Hi Beth,
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar1542363882979637455&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar154236388297… 2/5
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Gmail - Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

It appears that your email covers the bulk of the proposal to join ICLEI so we can get access to their
reporting software for EcoWorks (see below).

Description of organization:
http://icleiusa.org/about-us/who-we-are/

Service we will be using:
GHG inventory software. EcoWorks will use it's templates to generate our GHG inventory report. And
then staff will maintain the Inventory with the software.

Contact info for the organization:
Membership Inquires - Contact Kale Roberts, Program Ofﬁcer, at kale.roberts@iclei.org.
http://icleiusa.org/about-us/get-involved/contact/

Annual membership fee: $600
http://icleiusa.org/membership/join-iclei/

Due date: ASAP; EcoWorks said they would need this sooner than our next Sustainability meeting.

Please direct any questions to me and I will do my best to resolve them.

Thanks!
Keith

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Beth Bashert <mayor@cityofypsilanti.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 16, 2019 at 12:54 PM
Subject: Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate
To: kmichalowski@gmail.com <kmichalowski@gmail.com>
Cc: Frances McMullan <fmcmullan@cityofypsilanti.com>

Keith:

Good afternoon, Keith.

Can you look at this and let me know what this is, if it is of interest to the city, and what is involved with this? Just an
initial kind of take on it would be helpful.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar1542363882979637455&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar154236388297… 3/5
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Gmail - Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

Thank you.

Beth Bashert
Mayor

CITY OF YPSILANTI
1 South Huron Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
(734) 483-9644 - Office
(734) 483-7260 - Fax
(734) 368-3573 - Cell
www.cityofypsilanti.com

From: carbonn - Bonn Center for Local Climate Action and Reporting <carbonn@iclei.org>
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 6:51 AM
To: Beth Bashert
Subject: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

Dear city representative,
We are pleased to announce the launch of the 2019 reporting cycle and invite the City of Ypsilanti, MI to continue
driving the transition to a low-carbon and resilient economy. By reporting your local climate action in 2018, your city
joined nearly 1500 cities and other sub-national governments, and over 7,000 companies around the world that
shared their climate related data.
The reporting process continues to allow you to measure your impact and progress towards your goals while
showcasing your action to engage citizens, businesses, investors and the global community in the transition to a
sustainable economy
Next steps:
1. Please contact CDP at cities@cdp.net - keeping ICLEI in copy via carbonn@iclei.org - to express your city’s
interest to report in 2019. CDP will enable your registration.
2. Fill out the online questionnaire in one of six available languages.
3. Submit the questionnaire before 10 July 2019.
One unified reporting system

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar1542363882979637455&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar154236388297… 4/5
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Gmail - Fw: CDP and ICLEI's uniﬁed reporting system: Invitation to participate

To make it easier, from 2019 onwards, cities that had previously reported through ICLEI’s carbonn Climate
Registry will be asked to report climate action data through our unified reporting system. Data reported through
CDP’s platform will be automatically shared with ICLEI. Cities will now be able to receive support and services from
both ICLEI and CDP.
Cities wishing to take part in WWF’s One Planet City Challenge can now also report through CDP’s platform, WWF
and ICLEI will support participating cities through the reporting process.
Our unified reporting system is also recognized by the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM).
This means that the online questionnaire reflects the GCoM’s reporting framework and you can report your climate
action data to the GCoM through us.
More information about reporting through CDP’s platform and how our unified reporting system may affect your city
can be found here.
Support and scoring
CDP and ICLEI will be co-hosting several webinars in the coming weeks to provide you with useful information and
tips. Click here to register. Recordings will be made available.
The methodology describing how CDP will be evaluating and scoring your response in 2019 will be available
through the dashboard and the CDP website shortly after the platform opens.
ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability is a global network of more than 1,750 local and regional governments
committed to sustainable urban development. Active in 100+ countries, we influence sustainability policy and drive
local action for low emission, nature-based, equitable, resilient and circular development.

CDP is a mission-driven not-for-profit organization. Our vision is a sustainable global economy that works for people
and planet, with vibrant resilient cities. We look forward to working with you to make that vision a reality.

Participation in our unified reporting system is entirely free.

Please do not hesitate to contact cities@cdp.net, carbonn@iclei.org, or your regional contact with any questions or
for more information.

Kind regards,
CDP Cities and ICLEI- Local Governments for Sustainability

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar1542363882979637455&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar154236388297… 5/5

7/5/2019

Gmail - FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer

Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>

FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer
Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>
Thu, Jun 27, 2019 at 3:31 PM
To: Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com>
Cc: Steve Wilcoxen <swilcoxen@cityofypsilanti.com>, "Matthew Dunwoodie (dunwoodiematt@gmail.com)"
<dunwoodiematt@gmail.com>, Joe Meyers <jmeyers@cityofypsilanti.com>
Hi Bonnie,
As for my question about targeted Sustainability Plan meetings, I am unclear on your response. I ask this
because the flyer for the first town hall says nothing about the Sustainability Plan.
I understand your desire to have a model. This is why our Commission agreed to the idea of a contract
advisor. We wanted them to help guide us to establish a framework. I had expected the contractor would
hold town halls and do sustainability and resilience studies of our city to help guide us towards a
framework to discuss and base the plan off of. I do not believe meeting you this Friday will shed any new
light on the matter. Our original Sustainability plan members are no longer on the Commission and did not
manage much progress. And then it was put it on hold for many months waiting for the contract to be
sorted out. Give we have several new members and a absence of answers I recommend you instead join
us at our next meeting to have a two way discussion with all of us. I'll provide everyone with example
Plans and again ask them to bring in their view of what should be in the plan.
Have a good day,
Keith
On Wed, Jun 26, 2019 at 6:24 PM Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com> wrote:

Michelle and I talked it over a bit more. The Master Plan and the Sustainability Plan are pretty entwined,
and the sustainability plan is to ultimately be part of the master plan – a chapter- that can also stand alone
if need be. However, since the master plan is so recent- and, presumably, the visions won’t need much
updating- we can focus a bit more on sustainability explicitly. It’s a pretty easy shift, given the vast overlap.

Keith, I think it might be beneﬁcial for you and I to sit down and talk about what you/the SC want to see in
a sustainability plan that’s different from the master plan, &/or what you consider a model to work towards.
(I’ve looked over the SC’s minutes, and can’t ﬁnd much guidance beyond “a sustainability plan,” so that’s
what I worked from when drafting the RFP.) The master plan already has some pretty strong statements
about sustainability (“diversity is our strength,” “Ypsilanti is sustainable,” “anyone can easily walk, bike,
drive or take transit from anywhere in Ypsilanti and to anywhere in Ypsilanti and beyond,” “Ypsilanti is a
great place to do business, especially the green and creative kind,” with drilldowns for each), so it’d be
valuable to know what holes you- and the sustainability commission as a whole- see need to be ﬁlled that
the master plan (and other adopted plans) haven’t yet. I’m pretty open this Friday, and am around and
fairly available next week (Monday through Wednesday, at least). Shall we grab a coffee over a stack of
plans? Once we have a pretty solid idea to start from, we’ll get steering committee input and Sustainability
Commission input to make sure we’re all on the same page.

Thanks,
Bonnie
-Bonnie Wessler, AICP
City Planner
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar4113335170793515872&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar411333517079…
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7/5/2019

Gmail - FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer

Community Development Division, City of Ypsilanti
734/483.9646 (ofﬁce)
bwessler@cityofypsilanti.com
she/her/hers

Sign up to receive City news and public notices here: http://cityofypsilanti.com/list.aspx
--

From: Keith Michalowski [mailto:kmichalowski@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 26 June, 2019 09:30
To: Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com>
Cc: Steve Wilcoxen <swilcoxen@cityofypsilanti.com>; Matthew Dunwoodie (dunwoodiematt@gmail.com)
<dunwoodiematt@gmail.com>; Joe Meyers <jmeyers@cityofypsilanti.com>
Subject: Re: FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer

Hi Bonnie,
Will there be meetings for the Sustainability Plan itself as well?

Thanks,
Keith

On Wed, Jun 26, 2019 at 8:42 AM Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com> wrote:

It will touch on the sustainability plan, but the master plan will be the primary focus.

-Bonnie Wessler, AICP
City Planner
Community Development Division, City of Ypsilanti
734/483.9646 (ofﬁce)
bwessler@cityofypsilanti.com
she/her/hers

Sign up to receive City news and public notices here: http://cityofypsilanti.com/list.aspx
--

From: Keith Michalowski [mailto:kmichalowski@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 25 June, 2019 10:18
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar4113335170793515872&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar411333517079…
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7/5/2019

Gmail - FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer

To: Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com>
Cc: Steve Wilcoxen <swilcoxen@cityofypsilanti.com>; Matthew Dunwoodie
(dunwoodiematt@gmail.com) <dunwoodiematt@gmail.com>; Joe Meyers
<jmeyers@cityofypsilanti.com>
Subject: Re: FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer

Hi Bonnie,
To confirm, this meeting is just for the Master plan or is this also including the Sustainability Plan? It
does not appear to be the case based on the flyer.

Thanks,
Keith

On Thu, Jun 20, 2019 at 12:45 PM Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com> wrote:

Hi Steering CommitteeWe’ve got a draft date, time, and ﬂier for the in-person visioning session. I’ve defaulted to City Hall
Chambers because it’s central and people know where it is; I’ve defaulted to evening also because
we tend to have a pretty good turnout there.
I’d love to be able to provide childcare if anyone has any resources there?
I’m putting together a page on the website with more information about the planning process/contact
info (and getting that link/contact info on the ﬂier).
Anything else we’re missing for this meeting? Other thoughts before we start publicizing it?
Thanks,
Bonnie
-Bonnie Wessler, AICP
City Planner
Community Development Division, City of Ypsilanti
734/483.9646 (ofﬁce)
bwessler@cityofypsilanti.com
she/her/hers

Sign up to receive City news and public notices here: http://cityofypsilanti.com/list.aspx
--

From: Michelle Bennett [mailto:mbennett@bria2.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 19 June, 2019 17:02
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar4113335170793515872&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar411333517079…
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Gmail - FW: Visioning Promotional Flyer

To: Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com>
Subject: Visioning Promotional Flyer

Hi Bonnie,

I've attached a single ﬂyer (postcard size) that best for uploading, and then a sheet of 4 in case you want to print
and distribute them.

If you have any suggestions for edits, let me know and we can make them.

Have a great evening!

Michelle Bennett, AICP
Senior Planner

Beckett&Raeder, Inc.
Making Great Places for over 50 Years
535 West William St Suite 101
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734.663.2622
Direct Line: 734.239.6614

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-a%3Ar4113335170793515872&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-a%3Ar411333517079…
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THE CITY OF

YPSILANTI

WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!

The City is updating its Master Plan
and adding a new Sustainability Plan.
The City needs your input, so please
join us for a V I S I O N I N G session
to help plan the City’s future!

cityofypsilanti.com/plan2019

THURSDAY, JULY 11TH
CITY HALL AT 7 PM
1 S. Huron St. Ypsilanti, MI 48197

City of Ypsilanti

Community Engagement Plan
Revised July 2019
Visioning Session

July 11; BRI led with City support
The first visioning session would be towards the beginning of the community engagement series and lean heavily on the previous plan. Because the plan
is relatively recent, an entirely new vision is likely not warranted, but rather refining the vision based on what the City has accomplished in the last five
years. This session is usually a sit-down, group-based interactive session where broader questions about what direction the City should pursue over the
next ten years. One place to start is to provide the attendees with the 10 guiding values from the previous master plan and grading the City’s progress
toward those values over the past five years, using Plickers.
Much of the time will be spent on sustainability. This process will look a bit different here than in traditional visioning sessions, because the City already
has a robust set of adopted action items. What it does not have is a succinct, memorable, relevant sustainability vision – a “slogan,” even. The main
driver of this communication process will be finding ways to make the technical actions of the City and others really connect with the citizens. We want
to know the answers to the following questions:
LEARN
SUPPORT
USE
PROMOTE
DO

What is the most useful and interesting information to you about sustainability in Ypsilanti?
What actions can the City take that you would consider a worthwhile investment in sustainability?
What public investments that advance sustainability will you participate in and benefit from?
What sustainability actions can the City take that you would be excited enough to tell your friends about over dinner?
What actions are you personally willing to commit to in order to advance sustainability in Ypsilanti?

Site Installations

July 25-August 8; Parkridge, Downtown, Depot Town, EMU Campus; BRI led with City support
Four site installations will address substantially the same questions as the Visioning Session, reformatted to suit the collector. The site installations are a
cost-effective way for the City to go to the community. Boards can be displayed in strategic locations where harder-to-reach demographics may

frequent- our hope is to find the youth, renters, lower-income families when its more convenient for them to answer questions for the master plan. The
City will check on these installations twice per week, photographing the results and adding fresh supplies as needed.
Web-based Survey

July 25-August 25; target 500 responses; BRI led with City support
Surveys are a cost-effective way to reach the largest number of people. This survey will be hosted in surveymonkey and can therefore be used on an ipad
to “intercept” residents at large local events. While attending additional events is not a part of the budget, the City and BRI can arrange to use ipads to
survey people at popular summer venues to boost response numbers. Questions for the survey will be developed using the results of the Visioning
Session.
Council and Commission Work Sessions

July 25-August 25; City activity
The City will hold internal meetings to present issues and interim findings, and to establish priorities. Results and outcomes of these meetings will be
transmitted to BRI.
Joint Implementation Meeting

October 8 at time TBD by City; BRI led
City Council, the Planning Commission, and the Sustainability Commission will meet jointly to review the findings of both plans and the proposed
Implementation Matrices. Feedback from this meeting will inform the final plan recommendations.
Charette-Style Open House

October 17; BRI led
The purpose of this meeting is to share major findings with the public and receive targeted input. This meeting can be set up as an exchange where the
public is educated on the plan’s updates and then also asked to respond to specific ideas the team has come up with to address any issues that have
emerged during this process.

City of Ypsilanti
Community & Economic Development Department

Memo
To:

Sustainability Commission

From:

Bonnie Wessler, City Planner

Date:

3 July 2019

Subject:

ICLEI Membership / Greenhouse Gas Inventory Process for Sustainability Plan

As part of the Sustainability Plan process, we’re doing a greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory. Our
consultants have indicated to us that the “gold standard” of report formats is the International
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) format, and they have available for their
members a software tool (ClearPath) that makes this reporting very easy, saving hours of their
time and thus enabling them to spend more time getting better data, rather than formatting
and processing a report; membership also includes ICLEI expert review of the GHG to see if we
might have missed anything, if our numbers are “off,” etc. Additionally, this is the schema used
the last time we did a GHG inventory (Climate Action Plan 2012), so the numbers will be fairly
apples-to-apples. ICLEI membership has other benefits as well, including promotional material
around sustainability efforts; collaboration on joint grant proposal or other funding
opportunities; and trainings. I believe that ICLEI membership would be beneficial for the City’s
sustainability efforts going forward, and help proceed towards the goals of both currentlyadopted plans and likely the Sustainability Plan (once adopted).
The Sustainability Commission has a budget item (General Fund: Sustainability Com:
Expenditures: 101-7-7290-958-00 MEMBERSHIPS AND DUES) that could be used to bear the
expense of membership. It was previously used to fund a membership to STAR Communities;
they have since been absorbed by the USGBC and does not currently offer memberships. There
is $1,000 budgeted; ICLEI membership is $600. Staff recommends that the Sustainability
Commission pass the attached resolution to proceed with ICLEI membership.

Resolution No. 2019 - 07- 001
8 July 2019

RESOLVED BY THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:
Whereas, the City is proceeding with a Greenhouse Gas Inventory, and;
Whereas, the ICLEI makes available a software for use in creating such inventories to its
membership, amongst other benefits; and
Now therefore be it resolved that the Sustainability Commission authorizes $600 to be
expended from account 101-7-7290-958-00 (General Fund: Sustainability Commission:
Memberships and Dues) for ICLEI membership.

OFFERED BY:
SUPPORTED BY:
YES:

NO:

ABSENT:

VOTE:

Resolution No. 2019-07-002
7 July 2019

RESOLVED BY THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION:

WHEREAS, the Sustainability Commission of the City of Ypsilanti, Michigan, does
hereby defines the 2019-20120 goals of the Sustainability Commission as follows:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Approve a Sustainability Plan for the city of Ypsilanti
Achieve Silver level on the MGC Challenge
Improved Earth Day event
Facilitate a Zero Waste event
Identify grant opportunities for the City of Ypsilanti
Increase outreach and educational efforts

OFFERED BY:
SUPPORTED BY:
YES:

NO:

ABSENT:

VOTE:
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Roadside Vegetation Control - Washtenaw County Road Commission

Select Language ▼
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SEARCH
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HOME

ABOUT
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PERMITS
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Roadside Vegetation
C t lP
DOING BUSINESS WITH WCRC

NEWS & RESOURCES

FAQ

Home / Roadside Vegetation Control

The roadside right-of-way serves many purposes– it provides space to escape crashes, creates a sense of
openness that contributes to driving ease, improves sight distances, provides space for maintenance activities,
such as snow removal and storage, and provides an area that allows for proper road drainage. However,
overhanging trees, brush and weeds can grow into a serious safety concern for road users, especially in and
around power and telephone lines, highway medians and along the roadside.
The Washtenaw County Road Commission (WCRC) has developed a Roadside Vegetation Control Program to
help keep the roadside right-of-way reasonably clear. This four-prong approach is designed to contain roadside
vegetation that could obstruct motorists’ vision, obstruct the traveled portion of the roadway, create drainage
problems or cause snow/ice problems if left unchecked, and includes the following actions:

ROADSIDE MOWING
WCRC uses a subcontractor to perform roadside mowing. Per their contract, they will mow along paved county
roads twice and unpaved county roads once throughout the season. They do not mow along subdivision roads.
The contractor is responsible for the scheduling of mowing to mow through the county most ef ciently. They
generally work on a township-by-township basis. Click here to read more about WCRC’s roadside mowing
program.

MECHANICAL BRUSH MOWING (BOOM MOWING)
WCRC crews use a specially designed brush mower to cut back roadside brush. This equipment will focus on
clearing brush that is 2” in diameter or less. This mowing will be done year-round, whenever the weather allows.
Over the past decade, WCRC has not had the resources to continuously brush mow. Fortunately, with increases to
road funding from the state, WCRC is nally able to restart its mechanical brush mowing program.

HERBICIDES
Speci cally trained, licensed and experienced professionals selectively apply the herbicides to speci c
vegetation that could create a driving hazard. Spraying along county guardrails takes place each spring. Spraying
along rural road right-of-way is done on a rotating basis in one quarter of the county each August. WCRC’s
contractor applies Tordon K, Escort, and NU-Film-IR (a drift control additive). This operation is not a continuous
broadcast spray – only those areas in the rural road right-of-way with encroaching vegetation will be sprayed.
Herbicide spraying does not take place in subdivisions, adjacent to bodies of water, along mowed lawns or along
of cially designated county “Natural Beauty Roads”. Click here for a yer describing the program.
Click here for the “No Treatment Zone” Request Application (due to WCRC by July 15, 2019)
https://www.wcroads.org/roadside-vegetation-control/
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Roadside Vegetation Control - Washtenaw County Road Commission

HAND TRIMMING

Select Language ▼

CONTACT US

SEARCH

Hand trimming is usually part of a larger road improvement project and is required to help ensure the safety of the
TOGGLE CONTRAST
roadway, including vertical clearance for emergency vehicles, school buses and WCRC snow plows.
HOME
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PERMITS

RESIDENTS

DOING BUSINESS WITH WCRC FREQUENTLY
NEWS & RESOURCES
FAQ
ASKED QUESTIONS

-

When will you be working on my road?

Roadside mowing – WCRC uses a subcontractor to perform roadside mowing. Per their contract, they will
mow along paved county roads twice and unpaved county roads once throughout the season. They do not
mow along subdivision roads. The contractor is responsible for the scheduling of mowing to mow through the
county most ef ciently. They generally work on a township-by-township basis.
Mechanical brush mowing – WCRC conducts this work year-round, whenever the weather allows.
Herbicide spraying – Spraying along county guardrails takes place each spring. Roadside herbicide spraying
along rural road right-of-way takes place in approximately one-quarter of the county in the late summer. A
given area will only be sprayed once every four years. The schedule for roadside spraying over the next four
years is as follows:
2019 – Webster, Dexter, Lyndon, Sylvan, and Lima
2020 – Salem, North eld, Scio, Ann Arbor, and Superior
2021 – Sharon, Freedom, Manchester, Bridgewater and Saline
2022 – Ypsilanti, Pitts eld, Lodi, York, and Augusta
WCRC’s contractor, G & T Services is obligated to begin this work on or after August 1 each year. Herbicide
operations are weather sensitive, so WCRC cannot determine the exact date the contractor will spray on any
given road but the work is expected to be completed by the end of September each year.
Hand trimming – Hand trimming is usually part of a larger road improvement project.

-

Overgrown brush is making it dif cult for me to safety exit my driveway. Will WCRC come out to remove this brush?

WCRC does not mow or clear brush for driveway sight distance. Driveway sight distance is the responsibility
of the property owner per the terms of the driveway permit. WCRC will mow the road edges throughout the
season which may help with driveway sight distance.
If a resident feels they still can’t see safely when pulling out of their driveway, they should clear the
appropriate vegetation in order to be safe.
WCRC will work to clear overgrown brush near county road intersections that are blocking sight distance. If
you know of an intersection that needs to be addressed, please click here to report the issue.

https://www.wcroads.org/roadside-vegetation-control/
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Roadside Vegetation Control - Washtenaw County Road Commission
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Your crews just brush mowed and the road is a mess, are
you coming
back ▼
to clean-up?

SEARCH

TOGGLE CONTRAST
No. The focus of mechanical brush mowing is the ditch area beyond the edge of pavement and most of the
debris will remain in the ditch line. WCRC relies on traf c to blow off any small debris from the road surface.
HOME
ABOUT
ROAD WORK & CONSTRUCTION
PERMITS
RESIDENTS
DOING
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WITH
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& RESOURCES
FAQ on their own property?
WCRC really
wantWCRC
property owners
to assume
responsibility of brush
- Does
WCRC considers roadside maintenance a team effort and is pleased to have property owners as partners in
this vital safety program. This is why the WCRC is eager to accommodate property owners who prefer to
handle vegetation control themselves. This kind of joint effort bene ts both WCRC and the property owners.

-

What herbicides will be used and how safe are they?

WCRC’s contractor, G & T Services, applies Tordon K, Escort and NU-Film-IR (a drift control additive). These
chemicals have all been approved by both the Michigan Department of Agriculture and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
Toxicological studies of both long-term and short-term, high-level exposures have shown these chemicals to
be safe – in fact, in terms of lethal dosage, safer than substances like caffeine and aspirin.

-

Why doesn't WCRC just mow the roadside without using herbicides?

WCRC hires a contractor every summer to mow along the roadsides but this is not an appropriate solution for
every brush problem.
Roadside mowing can be unsafe in certain circumstances and results in a wholesale reduction in vegetation,
rather than just invasive or undesirable plants. Mowing also does not prevent re-growth; it is only a short term
solution and requires frequent, ongoing mowing to keep vegetation under control. Brush will often re-sprout
into many more stems than were originally cut, actually causing brush to become more dense.
Due to these challenges, WCRC uses a variety of tools within the Roadside Vegetation Control Program to
keep the road right-of-way safe.

-

Can I ``opt-out`` of the herbicide spraying part of this program?

As a property owner, you do have a choice regarding the use of herbicides in the road right-of-way abutting
your property. If you prefer that your property not be included in the herbicide portion of the Roadside
Vegetation Control Program, you can opt out by completing the following steps before July 15, 2019.
1. Click here for the “No Treatment Zone” Request Application. Return completed form in person, mail or
email to WCRC’s of ce no later than July 15, 2019.
2. Clear the road right-of-way abutting your property of weed growth and brush on an annual basis. The
area to be maintained is to be a minimum distance of 14 feet off the traveled portion of the road and 14
feet above the road surface.

https://www.wcroads.org/roadside-vegetation-control/
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3. Once you have cleared this area this year, notify WCRC. Prior to the herbicide spraying, WCRC will mark
Select Language ▼
CONTACT US
SEARCH
the start and end of your property using stakes and direct G & T Services to not spray the staked area.
TOGGLE CONTRAST
If you have successfully completed these steps by the deadline, our contractor will not spray in the road
HOME
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CONSTRUCTION
PERMITS
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right-of-way
abutting your
property.
do not complete each
step outlined
above, WCRC reserves the
right to spray the road right-of-way in the area abutting your property as part of this program.
DOING BUSINESS WITH WCRC

NEWS & RESOURCES

FAQ

Click here for the “No Treatment Zone” Request Application. Copies are also available at the WCRC of ce.

-

How do I know if my area is targeted for spraying this year?

All county guardrails are sprayed annually in the spring. Approximately one-quarter of the rural county road
right-of-way is sprayed annually. A given area will only be sprayed once every four years. The schedule for
spraying over the next four years is as follows:
2019 – Webster, Dexter, Lyndon, Sylvan, and Lima
2020 – Salem, North eld, Scio, Ann Arbor, and Superior
2021 – Sharon, Freedom, Manchester, Bridgewater and Saline
2022 – Ypsilanti, Pitts eld, Lodi, York, and Augusta
WCRC’s contractor, G & T Services is obligated to begin this work on or after August 1 each year. Herbicide
operations are weather sensitive, so WCRC cannot determine the exact date the contractor will spray on any
given road but the work is expected to be completed by the end of September each year. Further information
is available through WCRC by contacting Adam Lape at (734) 327-6697, or lapea@wcroads.org.

-

How does your contractor prevent over-spray onto my property?

Our contractor is required to monitor wind conditions and will not spray if winds are above the designated
threshold.

-

Is it safe for me to walk my pets after an application has taken place?

Yes. It is safe to come into contact with areas after the herbicide has dried.
If pets tend to lick their feet after walking, it is advisable to rinse their feet with water if they have walked
through an affected area, although the application rate presents very little risk to pets or people.

-

Is WCRC the only road agency to use herbicides along its road ways?

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) applies herbicide to state trunkline (highway) routes
statewide. In addition to MDOT, multiple county road commissions apply herbicides to roadsides to manage
roadside vegetation, including Muskegon, Kalamazoo, Clinton, Eaton, Tuscola, Saginaw, Hillsdale, and Delta
Counties.

https://www.wcroads.org/roadside-vegetation-control/

4/5

7/5/2019

Roadside Vegetation Control - Washtenaw County Road Commission
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555 N. Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
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734.761.1500
• Permits Of ce: 734.327.6642
734.761.3737
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Main Of ce & Permit hours: 6 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday.
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FAQ
POLICIES, PLANS & PROCEDURES
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EMPLOYEE CENTRAL
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Gmail - Roadside Herbicide Spraying

Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>

Roadside Herbicide Spraying
Kizer, Emily <KizerE@wcroads.org>
To: "kmichalowski@gmail.com" <kmichalowski@gmail.com>
Cc: "Lape, Adam" <lapea@wcroads.org>

Mon, Jul 1, 2019 at 8:49 AM

Good Morning Keith,

Thank you for your email. We have all the information about our roadside vegetation control program, including the
roadside herbicide program here: https://www.wcroads.org/roadside-vegetation-control/ Herbicide spraying is part of our
four-pronged approach to maintaining vegetation along county road rights-of-way. We are required by state law to
maintain this area for the safety of motorists and other road users. This includes control of roadside vegetation to keep the
right-of-way reasonably clear and ensure safety, clear vision, prevent obstructions to the traveled portion of the roadway,
maintain proper drainage and accommodate winter maintenance operations. The herbicides that our licensed contractor
uses are approved by the Michigan Department of Agriculture and the US Environmental Protection Agency.

We do not have jurisdiction over roads in the City of Ypsilanti and therefore will not ever be spraying herbicide within the
city limits. We will be spraying along rural roadways in five Washtenaw County townships this year – Lyndon, Dexter,
Webster, Sylvan and Lima Townships. As you know, we do allow property owners within these townships to opt-out of the
program if they follow the process by July 15, 2019. The opt-out process and application are also available on our
website.

We are not available to attend the meeting on July 8, but please feel free to share information provided on our website
with the commission.

Thanks.

Emily Kizer
Communications Manager

Washtenaw County Road Commission
555 N. Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Direct: (734) 327-6646 | Main: (734) 761-1500 | Cell: (734) 864-2999
wcroads.org | Follow us on Facebook

[Quoted text hidden]
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