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MINUTES
City of Ypsilanti

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MEETING
Virtual Meeting

Monday, June 8, 2020
7:00 P.M.

I.
II.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:04 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Keith Michalowski
Nancy Heine
Julia Bayha
Bryan Foley
Also Present:

Present
Present
Absent
Present

IV.

Present
Present
Present
Present

Council Liaison Steve Wilcoxen
Staff Liaison Ronald Akers, Public Services Director
Commission Recording Secretary, Nancy Hare-Dickerson

Additional Staff Present:

III.

Katy Greenwald
Beth Gibbons
Christian Cannon
Takunia Collins

Andrew Hellenga, City Clerk
Sarah Stachnik, Deputy Clerk
Bonnie Wessler, Public Services Project Manager
Andy Aamodt, City Planner

PUBLIC COMMENT- none
AGENDA APPROVAL
Commissioner Michalowski: Request to move “Approval of minutes from February 10, 2020” from the
Agenda Approval section to the Consent Agenda section.
Foley (Second: Heine) moved to approve the Agenda as amended.
Roll Call Vote – Ayes: Commissioners Michalowski, Heine, Foley, Greenwald, Gibbons, Cannon, Collins
Nays: None
Absent: Commissioner Bayha
Unanimous.
Motion: Carried

V.

INTRODUCTIONS
Michelle Bennett, City Planner at Beckett & Rader introduced herself. Ms. Bennett stated that she has
been working on the Master and Sustainability Plan.

VI.

CONSENT AGENDA
1.

Approval of February 10, 2020 minutes

Greenwald (Second: Cannon) moved to approve the February 10, 2020 Minutes as
submitted.
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Roll Call Vote – Ayes: Commissioners Michalowski, Heine, Foley, Greenwald, Gibbons, Cannon, Collins
Nays: None
Absent: Commissioner Bayha
Unanimous.
Motion: Carried
VII.
VIII.

PRESENTATIONS- none
RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS
1. The Sustainability Commission and its role in advocating for social, environmental and
economic justice in our community during these times of COVID-19 and growing civil unrest.
– Commissioner Beth Gibbons

Commissioner Gibbons shared her thoughts that in this current time, coming through COVID-19 and with
the demonstrations and uprisings around the country speaking to police brutality, justice and equity, that
it is an important time for the Sustainability Commission to be an advocate for what this holistic view of
sustainability is of economics, environment and social well-being. She indicated that she would like to
work with other commissioners to develop a statement of the Commission’s position on the role it should
play in advancing authentic sustainability for our community, which would then be brought to Council.
[Discussion ensued] Commissioners Heine and Collins also volunteered their involvement.
IX.

WORK SESSION
1.

Sustainability Plan

Michelle Bennett, City Planner at Beckett & Rader provided an overview of the Draft City of Ypsilanti
Sustainability Plan [reference PDF material], outlining such topics as: Why is Ypsilanti Writing a
Sustainability Plan, Definition of Sustainability, Greenhouse Gas Study, Environmental Challenges and
Sustainability Policies, Public Input, and Action Plan.

[Commissioner query and comment occurred during the overview, with discussion following]
[Commissioner Michalowski will consolidate a list of proposed edits received from commissioners]
[Commission consensus to continue discussion at the next meeting]
X.

XI.
XII.

XIII.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioners, who wished, shared updates of meetings, events and activities they have been involved
with and/or are working on related to sustainability.
PUBLIC COMMENT-none
PROPOSED BUSINESS
Commissioner Michalowski notated items for addition to the July agenda.
NEXT MEETING DATE
Monday, July 13, 2020

XIV.

ADJOURNMENT: 9:13 p.m.
Heine (Second: Gibbons) moved to adjourn the meeting of the Sustainability
Commission.

Sustainability Commission

June 8, 2020

2
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Voice Vote: Unanimous

Sustainability Commission

Motion: Carried

June 8, 2020

3
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A resolution of City of Ypsilanti’ Sustainability Committee affirming its commitment to the
principles of environmental and social justice in the wake of the combined disparate effects of
COVID-19 on our community and the long history of police violence against African Americans.
Whereas, City of Ypsilanti condemns acts of brutality, racial profiling, and the use of
excessive force by law enforcement officers.
Whereas, City of Ypsilanti supports strengthening efforts to promote accountability for
individual law enforcement officers and police departments.
Whereas, the global pandemic COVID-19 has impacted the health, social and economic
fabric of the City of Ypsilanti community;
Whereas, the disproportionate impact of the novel coronavirus has been on
communities of color;
Whereas, City of Ypsilanti is committed to equity, fairness, justice, protecting its most
vulnerable residents;
Whereas, the City of Ypsilanti is preparing to pass its first Sustainability Plan;
Now, therefore, be it resolved by (City of Ypsilanti) as follows:
The Sustainability Commission supports strengthening efforts to promote accountability for
individual law enforcement officers and police departments.
The Sustainability Commission supports immediate steps to analyze police department
structures, policies, and budgets and to reimagine how they support local elected leaders’
primary responsibility for ensuring the health and safety of their residents.
The Sustainability Commission is committed to centering our community’s responses to the
COVID-19 global pandemic in racial equity.
The Sustainability Commission supports the City of Ypsilanti dedicating resources, platforms,
political will and authority to identifying and addressing the ways that the novel Coronavirus
may exacerbate existing inequities in our communities and lifting up the medical and social
needs of the most marginalized and demonstrate how centering their needs ensure the safety
and health of all.
This resolution reconfirms our commission’s commitment to social and environmental justice,
and advancing the mission of this body to advocate, educate and promote the social, economic,
and environmental health of the community now and into the future.
Passed and adopted by ______________________________________
Date: ____________________________________________________
----------------------#-# #----------------------
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The City of Ypsilanti Sustainability Plan

The Impetus
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Regional and Local Changes

•
•

Precipitation Change 1950 – 2019 Southeast Michigan Climate
Division




Page 10 of 93

Rise in Temperature from 1950 through 2019





Future Climate Change
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Environmental Justice
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Definition of Sustainability
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Three Pillars of Sustainability

Equity

Environment

Economics

Environmental Challenges and Sustainability Policies

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Energy

Community Inventory
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Community Inventory: Significant Influence Frame

Government Operations GHG Emissions Inventory
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Figure X: Comparative Government Emissions by Sector 2012-2018 (MT CO2e)
2018 MT CO2e
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Sustainability Policy: Energy
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Next Steps
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Light Pollution
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Sustainability Policy: Light Pollution
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Earth
Contamination
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Sustainability Policy: Contamination
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Biodiversity
Endangered Animals
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Table X: Potential Conservation Areas Current Zoning Districts

Native Plants
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Sustainability Policy: Biodiversity
Habitat Corridors

Wildlife-friendly Gardens

Educational Materials
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Trees
Street Trees
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Sustainability Policy: Street Trees

Tree Species and Placement
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Sustainability Policy: Tree Species and Placement

Soil

Table X: Soil Types
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Basements

Soil for Urban Greening
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Sustainability Policy: Soil
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Waste Management
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Sustainability Policy: Waste Management
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Complete Neighborhoods
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Sustainability Policy: Complete Neighborhoods
Transportation

Land Use and Mobility
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Development

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Water
Surface Water
Quality
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Table X: Watershed Report Card
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Sustainability Policy: Water Quality

Page 44 of 93

Water Sources

Page 45 of 93

Sustainability Policy: Water Sources

Dam Removal

Sustainability Policy: Dam Removal
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Flooding and Stormwater Management

Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI)
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Sustainability Policy: Flooding and Stormwater Management
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Education & Communication
Disaster Preparedness and Adaptive Responses to Climate Change

Extreme Heat and Cold
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Heavy Rain and Flooding

Sustainability Policy: Disaster Preparedness

Heat

Cool
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Outreach about Sustainability Goals and Practices

Sustainability Policy: Education and Communication
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Public Input

Action Plan
Adaptation & Mitigation Model
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Mitigation

Adaptation

Energy
•
•
•
Table X: Action Plan: Increasing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
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●
●

●
●
●
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Table X: Action Plan: Light Pollution
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Earth
•
•

•

Table X: Action Plan: Waste Management

●

●
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●

Table X: Action Plan: Biodiversity, Trees, and Contamination
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Table X: Action Plan: Complete Neighborhoods

●

●

●

●

●

●
●

●
●
●
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Water
•
•
Table X: Action Plan: Water
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•
•

Education and Communication
•
•
•

Table X: Action Plan: Education and Communication

●

●

●
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•
•
•
•
•

●
●

●

●
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Table X: Action Plan: Disaster Preparedness and Adaptive Responses to Climate Change

●
●
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Appendix
Table X: Contamination and LUSTs by Census Tract
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Action Plan Prioritization for Ypsilanti’s Sustainability Plan
ENERGY: Decrease government operation emission in support of attaining citywide net zero by 2030
Action

Term

1

Establish an Energy Manager position to be responsible for the following duties:
● Improve knowledge of energy management among city staff and appointed officials among staff
● Create a data-driven system that is replicable over time, and includes annual forecasts, benchmarks for energy use reductions, and an internal reporting protocol
● Work with the Sustainability Commission to produce an annual report that highlights where emission reductions and procedural improvements have been made
● Improve communications with facility managers, utility providers, and relevant contractors to resolve issues quickly
● Increase outreach to and participation of industrial and commercial customers in renewable energy and energy efficiency projects
● Research and utilize the most efficient equipment available

Mid

2

Continue to incorporate renewable energy into the energy portfolio of each government building including back-up generation

Mid

3

Re-establish the City’s revolving loan fund for energy efficiency projects.

Mid

4

Conduct a GHG inventory every 5 years using input from 2012 & 2018 findings in the ICLEI GHG framework

Long

5

Improve fleet fuel efficiency with clean diesel, alternative fuels, and electrification.

Long

6

Publicly report on progress made toward those energy goals.

Near

ENERGY: Decrease the community’s emissions by 171,310 metric tons of C02e by 2030
Action

Term
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1

Work with the City of Ann Arbor to investigate bulk buying of renewable energy through the Community Choice Aggregation Legislation

Long

2

Purchase renewable energy credits (RECs) for City operations

Long

3

Promote state policies, incentives, grants, and Community Energy Management programs that encourage energy efficiency and renewable energy to property owners

Near

4

Promote Washtenaw County’s weatherization program for low-income homeowners.

Near

5

Work with community stakeholders to initiate an energy competition. The university and City can partner together to challenge another city and university to an energy
reduction competition.

Near

6

Implement an inter-departmental site plan review process with attention to sustainability-related strategies such as energy use and efficiency, generation and offsetting of
emissions, on-site water management and infiltration, etc.

Near

7

Investigate the feasibility of a microgrid

Near

8

Review and incorporate aspects of the International Dark Sky Model ordinance to reduce energy waste (i.e. motion activated lighting on municipal buildings)

Near

9

Participate in or sign-on to regional, national, or international commitments energy, climate, and sustainability including:

Near

●
●
●

The Paris Climate Agreement
The Sierra Club’s “Ready for 100” pledge
The Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy.

10

Develop an electric charging vehicle infrastructure strategy

Long

11

Create a green rental certification program to encourage energy-efficient improvements

Mid
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12

Work with the HDC to incorporate historically compatibly fixtures that are dark sky compliant

Mid

*with an Energy Manager

EARTH
WASTE MANAGEMENT: Reduce the amount of waste generated in Ypsilanti that enters landfills
Action

Term

1

Expand recycling to public spaces and all City facilities by placing artful, educational, and engaging waste sorting stations throughout the community

Mid

2

Create a coordinated recycling system that has a one stop for difficult-to-recycle materials including electronics and refrigerant management

Long

3

Define Zero Waste for Ypsilanti using the Zero Waste hierarchy. Set a goal for City operations to be zero waste (excluding medical waste) by a specific date with annual
benchmarks.

Near

4

Require government operations to use durable or compostable materials

Near

5

Implement a pilot program for a municipal kitchen compost system with high food-waste generators.

Mid

6

Increase access to curbside recycling services to multi-family units

Mid

7

Investigate a partnership with a commercial-scale compost operation

Near
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8

Pilot curbside community composting services for leftover food

Mid

9

Conduct a waste audit to understand the baseline composition of the waste stream at the municipal operations and community level

Near

10

Investigate funding sources to bring down the cost of a biodigester

Mid

11

Implement an educational campaign on recycling and composting

Mid

12

Require that any events with a City permit provide for recycling, compost, and provide a discount for Zero Waste events

Near

Action

Term

Biodiversity: Expand and protect natural habitats
1

Create informational materials for property owners on preferred and prohibited plants

Near

2

Rezone Mansfield and Clark to a more protective zoning district

Near

3

Train inspectors to spot wildlife-friendly plants to prevent their removal

Near

4

Partner with the County to inventory land that could be nominated for NAPP

Near

5

Encourage warm light to protect insects

Near
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Trees: Preserve and expand a resilient tree canopy
1

Implement a tree preservation ordinance

Near

2

Increase and diversify the public tree stock according to the Community Forestry Management Plan

Long

3

Invest in tree maintenance

Long

4

Renew the City’s Arbor Day designation

Mid

5

Update street planting guidelines to prioritize tap roots species and vary pit size by species

Near

Soil Contamination: Eliminate new instances of soil contamination and responsibly deal with the legacy of existing polluted sites
1

Continue to use the Zoning Ordinances to limit land uses that have a higher likelihood of contaminating soil

2

Consult residents prior to the public hearing regarding rezoning as a tool to mitigate contamination

3

Confirm sites of contamination with EGLE

Near
When
applicable
Near

COMPLETE NEIGHBORHOODS

Transportation: Maintain and expand transportation options including the development of bicycle, pedestrian, and sharing networks.
Action

Term
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1

Implement a parking cash-out alternative benefit option for employees

2

Prioritize transit-oriented development

3

Partner with the DDA and AATA to provide a discounted transit pass as an alternative to downtown parking permits

Mid

4

Encourage corporate sponsorship of transit passes and infrastructure to encourage employee bus and bikeshare ridership

Mid

5

Partner with Eastern Michigan University to create a bike-sharing program and car-sharing network

Mid

6

Make it easier for pedestrians and bicyclists to cross the street safely
● Add bicycle lanes to major thoroughfares and trunklines
● Retain the mix of uses within each corridor but allow them throughout the area.
● Restore two-function to Cross, Huron, and Hamilton Streets.
● Separate Cross and Washtenaw.
Restore Harriet Street as the Main Street of adjacent neighborhoods.

7

Coordinate with Townships and WCRC on Border to Border (B2B) trail development

8

Encourage police enforcement and legislative support for bike and pedestrian safety

Near

9

Improve neighborhood walkability by improving sidewalk connectivity and conditions. Prioritize the improvement of nonmotorized connections that link neighborhoods
and job centers.

Long

10

Continue to support the development of the Amtrak station

Long

Development: Incentivize energy efficient and socially responsible development

Long
Ongoing

Ongoing
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1

Consider density bonuses on commercial corridors in exchange for developers meeting criteria that achieve city goals

Near

2

Incentivize US Green Building Council’s LEED for Neighborhood Development standard for new development

Near

3

Develop a Green Business/Neighborhood Certification program

Mid

4

Seek affordable housing development and identify parcels where it can locate near services

5

Provide a Sustainability Commissioner liaison to a neighborhood interested in developing an eco-district

Ongoing
When applicable

WATER
Action

Term

Quality: Protect the watershed from further contamination
1

Establish a Sensitive Features Overlay Zoning District along the Huron River and implement LID standards and chemical bans

Near

2

Invest in consistent enforcement for compliance to the Sensitive Feature Overlay

Mid

3

Connect homeowners to Washtenaw County rain garden services

Near
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Flooding: Expand the City’s capacity to deal with heavy rainfall to mitigate negative effects on people and property.
1

Incorporate capacity upgrades for grey stormwater management into the CIP based on predictions for greater precipitation

Mid

2

Update the flood maps based on climate projections and changes to the river channel

Near

3

Investigate an equitable stormwater fee schedule that encourages converting impervious to pervious surfaces and proper use of rain barrels

Mid

4

Ban basements or enforce floodplain standards its boundaries where the soil has limited capacity to handle stormwater

Near

5

Develop a Stormwater Management Plan

Near

6

Continue to financially support the removal of the Peninsular Dam

Ongoing

Efficiency: Promote resources for water conservation and testing to ensure access to clean water and efficiency upgrades
7

Work with YCUA to develop home and business water efficiency financing programs

Near

8

Promote Great Lake Water Authority program WRAP to perform conservation audits and funds for repairs to help reduce low-income households reduce water bills

Near

9

Research the status of wells and provide resources for testing water quality to property owners

Near
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EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATION
Action

Term

Learning: The City of Ypsilanti plays a leading role in educating its residents on sustainability topics
1

Implement an educational series about energy efficiency in different venues with a focus on teaching the most vulnerable populations about resources that help reduce
their utility bills

Near

2

Sustainability Commissions shall continue to work with sustainability-related organizations to develop and offer in school guest lectures, field trips, and other learning
opportunities with local schools

Ongoing

3

The city determines a designated point person to direct sustainability-related questions or comments to the correct department

Near

4

Promote the city’s energy, climate, and sustainability vision through the establish monthly newsletter and develop other municipal marketing materials to update
residents on city efforts, key sustainability topics, and easy-to-follow tips at home

Near

5

Organize competitions between municipal employees, business owners, and neighborhoods that promote sustainability-focused activities:

Mid







“Bring Your Green to Work,”
Energy treasure hunts,
Adopting catch basins or green infrastructure,
Zero waste days,
Smart commute weeks, and challenges to bike, walk, or take public transit to work.
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Disaster Preparedness: Develop the datasets necessary to determine where disaster relief efforts should be targeted
1

Conduct an Environmental Justice analysis that identifies vulnerable populations and structures that are disproportionately impacted by climate change

Near

2

Conduct an urban heat island assessment

Near

3

Work with the County to expand local air quality monitoring system

Near

4

Investigate infrastructure materials that can weather extreme weather

Near

5

Implement renewable backup power systems for areas of refuge and emergency facilities

Mid

6

Partner with Washtenaw County to expand emergency preparedness and communication tools including a multilingual and universally accessible plan that includes
climate change predictions

Near

7

Work with the County to identify additional warming and cooling shelters

Near

8

Require occupied residential rental units to have one air-conditioned room

Near

9

Review response protocol and update where needed to respond to severe storm events

Near

10

Improve snow and ice response for sidewalks

Near

far does it go in achieving this goal – does it need to be there?
Community engagement? Binary 1-0
Staff capacity?
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EEE/CE/Can we do it?
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Sustainability Plan edits:
All graphics should be displayed in sufficiently high resolution to be readable. They are not currently
readable. Also data behind the GIS images is not readily available and it should be.
In terms of overall layout, I recommend placing the section of the Action Plan related to each narrative
section at the conclusion of that section, in additio to keeping the full action plan at the end.
With the action items positioned at the conclusion of each section we could see a score of how the
policy recommendations will advance the Commissions goals of addresing Ypsi’s equity, environment &
economy.

Page 4
I strongly suggest articulating the incepation of the EJ movement as being with Dr. Robert Bullard. The EJ
movement was initiated by the black community and really shouldn’t be cited as starting with President
Clinton’s EO. EPA offers this history slide deck:
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-timeline
Page 6
Equity Example:
Change language to: Eliminating disparities among traditionally disadvantaged people….
Economics Definition: The degree to which this plan can positively impact community wealth and uplift
the well being of the working class.
Page 20
Wildlife-friendly Gardens
- It would be helpful to have model language or recommendation here.
Educational Materials
- Same with his section
Page 22/23
Tree Equity Placement is problematic. It has the whole EMU campus shaded fairly with most other
areas of the city; I think that the scale may need to be adjusted to accommodate the characteristics of
the city. Eg. Low-income overall and other consideration of social vulnerability.
-

This and other maps need full description of data available somewhere in the appendix or other
location.

Page 28/29
This section needs a discussion of BuyNothing and Mutual Aid groups in Ypsi. There is a lot of reuse
efforts that should be highlighted.
I would like to see policy recommendations for city supported reuse programs.
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Page 31
Complete Neighborhoods: This section is fairly tone deaf to the fact that the state owns trunk lines
through the city. The impact of having major one-way arteries throughout the city really limits the
complete streets success. I think the state's unwillingness or extremely slow action committing to road
diets in the city is a problem.
Policy Recommendations should include some kind of suggestion on where to look for how to
collaborate or manage state ownership of major streets.
Page 41
I would like this offered as a policy recommendation.

Page 42
Policy Recommendations: The City should advocate to ban utility shut-offs during heat and cold events.
The City should work with the county on an update HMP that takes climate projections into account.
(this is not currently required by the state and it should be done. Without future climate considerations
the work is effectively useless).
Re: UHI Assessment: It seems like the UHI assessment should be nearly complete by virtue of the Tree Equity Map.

Can B&R share this map and underlying data with the City and the student group working on Resilience Hubs to create this
tool.

Page 43:
GLWA - What program specifically at GLWA. I checked their website and I don't see anything
about support programs.

Page 45
Mitigation + Adaptation + Social Justice = Resilience
Page 50
Add action on Microhabitats

Page 51
Create a prioritize UTC plan focusing on equitable tree planting which address UHI and other social
vulnerability considerations.

Page 53
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Coordinate citizen to advocate of change at the state level to slow down traffic on state owned
arteries/corridors.
Page 53
Prioritize pedestrians at all cross walk. Make pedestrian walk lights automatic.
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Resolution No. 2020-002
2020-02-24

RESOLVED BY THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION:
WHEREAS, there is an ongoing global biodiversity crisis, with current rates of species’ extinctions
estimated at 1000 times the historical background rate across evolutionary time; and
WHEREAS, this biodiversity crisis is impacting animals responsible for pollinating the vast majority of food
plants used for human consumption (hereafter “pollinators”); and
WHEREAS, monoculture turf grass (lawn grass) does not support biodiversity, requires unsustainable
inputs of fertilizers, water, and fossil fuels for mowing and maintenance; and increases runoff and stream
bank erosion; and
WHEREAS, native plants and other habitat- and food-providing plants (hereafter “pollinator-friendly
plants”) support pollinators and other wildlife; and
WHEREAS, pollinator-friendly plants can be well-adapted to local soils and climate, and insect- and
disease-resistant, therefore requiring less water, chemical application, and maintenance; and
WHEREAS, the City of Ypsilanti has been designated as a “Bee City;” and
WHEREAS, perception of lawn, property, or garden aesthetics is a personal choice;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Ypsilanti shall make every reasonable effort to
use pollinator-friendly plants on properties owned by the City, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will instruct the Planning Commission to update the
City Zoning Ordinances to (a) strike the plant height limitation; (b) prohibit only invasive and noxious
weeds; and (c) reflect support of pollinator-friendly plants and plantings; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will instruct the Administrative Hearings Bureau to
disregard plant blight violations until the Zoning Ordinance is updated, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sustainability Commission will make every effort to educate and
empower residents with the goal of transitioning private properties to include pollinator-friendly plants.

OFFERED BY: Commissioner Greenwald

_

SUPPORTED BY:

_
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YES:

NO:

ABSENT:

VOTE:

Invasive and Noxious Weeds

(List adapted from the resources below, along with consultation with professional botanists and
restoration biologists.)
Common Name
Garlic Mustard
Ragweed
Spotted Knapweed
Chicory
Canada Thistle
Bull Thistle
Queen Anne's Lace
Teasel
Giant Hogweed
Dame’s Rocket
Purple Loosestrife
Sweet Clover
Wild Sweet William
(Bouncing Bet)
Bladder Campion
Mullein
Orchard Grass
Japanese Stiltgrass
Common Reed
Japanese Barberry
Autumn Olive
Japanese Knotweed
Asian Honeysuckles
Giant Knotweed
Common Buckthorn
Glossy Buckthorn
Multiflora Rose
Poison Sumac
Oriental Bittersweet
Bindweed
Sweet Pea
Poison Ivy

Scientific Name

Alliaria petiolata
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L. var. elatior (L.)
Descourtils; Ambrosia elatior
Centaurea maculosa
Cichorium intybus
Cirsium arvense
Cirsium vulgare
Daucus carota
Dipsacus sp.
Heracleum mantegazzianum
Hesperis matronalis
Lythrum salicaria
Melilotus sp.

Plant Type
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb
Forb

Saponaria officinalis

Forb

Silene vulgaris
Verbascum thapsus
Dactylis glomerata
Microstegium vimineum
Phragmites australis
Berberis thunbergii
Elaeagnus umbellata
Fallopia japonica
Lonicera sp.
Polygonum sachalinensis (Fallopia sachalinensis)
Rhamnus cathartica
Rhamnus frangula (Frangula alnus)
Rosa multiflora
Toxicodendron vernix
Celastrus orbiculatus
Convolvulus sp.
Lathyrus latifolius
Toxicodendron pubescens

Forb
Forb
Grass
Grass
Grass
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Vine
Vine
Vine
Vine/Shrub

Resources:
Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development (MDARD) List of Prohibited and
Restricted Weeds
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdard/Michigan_Prohibited_and_Restricted_Weeds_641
413_7.pdf
State of Michigan Invasive Species Database
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/0,5664,7-324-68002_71240---,00.html
U.S. Department of Agriculture – Michigan State-Listed Noxious Weeds
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=26
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Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>

FW: Sustainability Commission | Native Landscaping resolution, ordinance, my recs
Bonnie Wessler <wesslerb@cityofypsilanti.com>
To: Keith Michalowski <kmichalowski@gmail.com>

Fri, Jul 10, 2020 at 3:59 PM

See below

-Bonnie Wessler, AICP
Project Manager, Department of Public Services
734/719.0266 (cell)
bwessler@cityofypsilanti.com
she/her/hers

Sign up to receive City news and public notices here: http://cityofypsilanti.com/list.aspx

I am currently working remotely due to COVID-19. Current City Hall hours are posted at https://cityofypsilanti.com/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1056. For more information on the City’s response and community resources during this time
please visit cityofypsilanti.com/covid. For Countywide response and resources, please visit washtenaw.org/covid19. For
Statewide response and resources, please visit www.michigan.gov/coronavirus.
--

From: Bonnie Wessler
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 17:10
To: Ronald Akers <rakers@cityofypsilanti.com>
Subject: Sustainability Commission | Native Landscaping resolution, ordinance, my recs

This is the draft resolution:
RESOLVED BY THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION:
WHEREAS, native plants are localized, well adapted to the local soils and climate, tend to be more insect and
disease resistant, and require less watering and fertilizing than non-native plants; and
WHEREAS, wildlife such as birds are more attracted to the Native Plants with which they coevolved, and use
such plants for food, cover, and rearing their young; and
WHEREAS, native plants, having evolved in the climate, are extremely hardy and therefore have lower
maintenance and replacement costs; and WHEREAS, native plants protect water quality by reducing stormwater
runoff and erosion; and
WHEREAS, healthy ecosystems have been shown to provide therapeutic benefits to our mental well-being and
physical health; and WHEREAS, Native Plant usage helps restore the ecological balance we have lost through
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1671861305100206355&simpl=msg-f%3A16718613051…
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development and can help maintain, or even increase, property values; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Ypsilanti shall make every reasonable effort to use native
plants on properties owned by the City, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will instruct the Planning Commission to update the City
Zoning Ordinances to reflect support of native plants, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council will instruct the Administrative Hearings Bureau to disregard
native plant blight violations until the Zoning Ordinance is updated, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Sustainability Commission will make every effort to educate and empower
residents with the goal of transitioning private properties to include native plants.
----------------------------------------The ordinance under which people are cited: 110-80 through 86:

·

ARTICLE IV. - WEED CONTROL

·

Sec. 110-80. - Noxious weeds, grass and brush determined to be a nuisance.
In order to preserve the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Ypsilanti, the council determines that
the existence of grass, weeds, and brush more than ten inches in height within the city constitutes a
nuisance for the reason that the said grass, weeds, and brush provides a hiding place for vermin, is
unsightly and unkempt, and is more likely to be a dumping ground for trash than otherwise.

·

Sec. 110-81. - Duty to remove; penalty.
(a) The city council determines that the existence of weeds, brush and grass over ten inches in height on private
property within the city poses a threat to the public health, safety and welfare, and is noxious and a nuisance
per se, because weeds, brush and grass over ten inches in height is likely to attract and harbor vermin, provide
cover for wild animals, encourage trash, attract criminal activity and lower property values.
(b) No owner, possessor or occupier shall permit noxious weeds, grass or brush at a height greater than ten
inches on any private property. The provisions of this section are in addition to and cumulative with any and all
other remedies or requirements which may be provided to the city by law or any provision of this Code or other
ordinance of the city, and nothing in any provision of this Code or other ordinance of the city shall be deemed to
impair the full effectiveness of this section.
(c) Blight violation. A person who violates any provision of this section is responsible for a blight violation,
subject to payment of a civil fine as set forth in section 71-73. Repeat offenses under this section shall be
subject to increased fines as set forth in section 71-73.

·

Sec. 110-82. - Publication and contents of general notice to remove.
It shall be the duty of the city manager to give general notice at least once each year of required weed cutting by
publication in a newspaper in the same manner as is required for the publication of other city notices. Such notice
shall set forth the fact that all such weeds, brush and grass must be cut on or before the date therein designated
and the publishing of such notice shall take place at least ten days prior to the date upon which such weeds,
brush or grass must be cut.

·

Sec. 110-83. - Removal by city.
(a) In the event the owner, possessor or occupant of land or the person having charge of any such land refuses
or neglects to comply with the aforementioned notice to cut the weeds, brush or grass on or before the date
stated in the notice such person is responsible for a blight violation, subject to payment of a civil fine as set forth
in section 71-73. Repeat offenses under this section are subject to increased fines as set forth in section 71-73.
(b) It is the duty of the city manager or his/her designee to enter upon such land and to cause all such weeds,
brush and grass to be cut down and the city manager or other authorized person doing this work shall not be
liable in any action of trespass therefor.

·

Sec. 110-84. - Payment of costs.
It shall be the duty of the city manager to keep an accurate account of the costs incurred in carrying out the
provisions of section 110-83 and to file a statement thereof in the office of the city clerk. The owner, possessor or

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1671861305100206355&simpl=msg-f%3A16718613051…
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occupant of any parcel or lot on which noxious weeds, brush or grass have been cut by city employees under the
direction of the city manager, in the manner herein prescribed, is required to pay the costs so incurred. The city
clerk shall bill each such owner, possessor or occupant for the costs charged against each parcel or lot. Payment
may be made at the office of the city clerk, who is hereby authorized to receive it and to receipt therefor in the
name of the city.

·

Sec. 110-85. - Lien for costs.
In the event the owner, possessor or occupant of any parcel or lot on which noxious weeds, brush or grass have
been cut by the city fails to pay the aforementioned bill from the city clerk within 30 days from the date of the
billing, the city clerk shall thereupon place the entire sum, plus a collection charge as set by resolution of the city
council, on the tax rolls as an assessment against the parcel or lot, the assessment to be collected as other taxes
are levied and collected. Such charges shall be added to the general city tax roll, and to the total of the taxes
levied on such parcel or lot the same year and shall be a lien on the parcel until fully paid.

·

Sec. 110-86. - Appeal.
(a) The owner, possessor, or occupant of any parcel of lot billed for cutting noxious weeds pursuant to this
article has the right to appeal the bill.
(b) Appeal must be taken within ten days of receipt of the bill, but in no case later than 30 days from the date of
billing, to the city manager. The appeal must be in writing, signed by the appellant, and specify the reason for
the appeal.
(c) The city manager will consider the appeal and make a decision in writing, within ten days of receipt of the
appeal. A copy of the decision will be filed with the city clerk and sent to the appellant by first class mail.
(d) An adverse decision of the city manager may be appealed to the circuit court.

------------------------------------A separate-but-integrally-related section of code provides:
18-92: Property Maintenance Code
302.4 Weeds. All premises and exterior property must be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess
of ten inches. All noxious weeds are prohibited. Weeds are defined as all grasses, annual plants and
vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however, this term does not include cultivated flowers
and gardens. This section will be enforced according to the procedures in Article III, Weed Control,
Sections 110-80 through 110-86 of the Ypsilanti City Code.
-----------------------------------Essentially, the way the blight ordinance is written allows for people to have cultivated gardens, doesn’t matter what’s in it.
So long as I can show my 4’x4’ plot of poison ivy is well-cared-for, in theory it’s all good. The question is, what’s
acceptable proof that the garden is well cared-for? Ferndale requires that people with these sorts of gardens register
(online, free) and offer up signage (contact: Erin Quetell at equetell@ferndalemi.gov or 248-336-4361). Another way is
called “cues to care” – essentially, you sort of over-the-top show that this is a cared-for plot of land, using borders,
signage, and at least some very common/recognizable plants. Decent article here: http://www.annarbor.com/homegarden/is-it-a-weed-patch-or-a-garden/. It all comes down to intent (did you plant all that goldenrod on purpose) and
execution (are you letting your goldenrod patch be overtaken by vinca or turfgrass or dandelions). If there’s trash sitting
untouched in it for weeks, obviously a weed patch. If there are rabbits nesting in there, could still be good. Rats, you
definitely have a problem (that’s generally not attributable to native plants, there’d have to be a good unsecured trash
source nearby). They should probably also incorporate some mention of state-registered invasive species.

So, what should SC call for?
-staff &/or SC to develop clear guidelines about how to declare intent (cues to care, registration, signage, receipts for
plants/landscaper, lack of invasive species (as declared by the state), other)
-staff &/or SC to develop clear guidelines about how to prove maintenance (documentation by enforcement officer,
landscaping contract, neighbor complaints, ongoing uncontrolled presence of invasive species (as declared by the state)lots of photos).

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1671861305100206355&simpl=msg-f%3A16718613051…
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-staff/legal review the need to amend ordinance to reflect intent + execution schema after trial period using said schema.
Ordinance is currently broad enough that no changes are needed to implement, only to enshrine.
-Bonnie Wessler, AICP
Project Manager, Department of Public Services
734/719.0266 (cell)
bwessler@cityofypsilanti.com
she/her/hers

Sign up to receive City news and public notices here: http://cityofypsilanti.com/list.aspx

I am currently working remotely due to COVID-19. Current City Hall hours are posted at https://cityofypsilanti.com/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1056. For more information on the City’s response and community resources during this time
please visit cityofypsilanti.com/covid. For Countywide response and resources, please visit washtenaw.org/covid19. For
Statewide response and resources, please visit www.michigan.gov/coronavirus.
--

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=fb74bd3e7c&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1671861305100206355&simpl=msg-f%3A16718613051…
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SOLARIZE
YPSILANTI
A
of Ann
Ann Arbor
Arbor program
program to
to make
make itit easier
easier and
and more
moreaffordable
aﬀordablefor
forWashtenaw
Washtenaw
A City
City of
County residents
get solartoon
your
home,
business,
or place of worship.
Countyto
residents
get
solar
on homes
and businesses.
THE IDEA
• Neighbors and friends come together to learn about solar energy with a
parFcipaFng pre-veIed installer
• ParFcipaFng residents benefit from group-buy discounts, agreed upon ahead-ofFme with the installer
• Installers benefit from decreased costs associated with outreach and educaFon,
and discounts associated with buying in bulk
• All installers are approved by and work with Michigan Saves, which provides
expedited low-interest ﬁnancing for those interested
THE BENEFITS
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If you are interested in parFcipaFng in a Solarize event
you are interested in participating in a Solarize event
orIf learning
more about it, contact:
or learning more about it, contact:
Julie
JulieRoth
Roth
Solarize Program
Program Coordinator,
City
of Ann
Arbor
Solarize
Coordinator,
City
of Ann
Arbor
juliekayeroth111@gmail.com
734-330-9585
juliekayeroth111@gmail.com 734-330-9585

A Program of A2Zero
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