
HDC Work Permit 
Staff Review   
 
 

Property address: 101 W Michigan 
 
Property History: The property includes three-story Italianate-
style commercial building that is contributing to the Historic 
District. The building was erected in 1858 as a new location for 
the King Store.i The King Store was one of Ypsilanti’s first 
grocery stores, established by George King in 1838. The 
business remained in the King name for several decades, 
changing names to reflect the various partners; G. & E. King, 
King & Son, and Charles King & Co. In 1913, Charles E. King, 
son of founder George King, died and the business was 
succeeded by his partner John G. Lamb, and his son, Charles 
King Lamb; changing business the name to G. Lamb & Son. 
They remained in business until closing in July 1942- after four 
generations and 104 years of operation.  
 
The building storefront has changed multiple times during its 
162-year history. The nineteenth-century storefront was 
remodeled in the early 1920s to make better use of display 
windows.ii In the mid-century, blue metal panels were added to 
the storefront; presumably after the King Store closed in 1942. 
The current rehabilitation is a tax credit project to return the 
building to its early twentieth century appearance, featuring 
large display windows and Italianate details. The applicant was 
approved for two different design proposals on April 23, 2018. 
 
Date of Application: February 3, 2020 
 
Date of Review: February 4, 2020 
 
Date of Meeting: February 11, 2020 
 
Proposed work: Signage and lighting.  
 
Materials: Wood signboard and light fixtures. 
 
Staff review:  

1. The application is for new signage and exterior lighting, 
which was not part of the original rehabilitation 
approval. 

1.  Use property for original 
purpose or provide 
compatible use with minimal 
alteration. 
 
2.  Do not destroy original 
character. Do not remove or 
alter historic material or 
features. 
 
 
3.  Do not imitate earlier 
styles. 
 
4.  Preserve significant 
changes acquired over time. 
 
 
5.  Preserve distinctive 
features. 
 
 
6.  Repair, don’t replace. 
Replacements shall match 
original. 
 
7.  Clean building gently—
no sandblasting. 
 
 
8.  Preserve archaeological 
resources. 
 
 
9.  Contemporary 
designs shall be 
compatible and shall not 
destroy significant 
original material. 
 
 
10.  New work shall be 
removable. 

 



2. The plan has already been approved by the State Historic Preservation Office to meet 
Federal Historic Tax Credit qualifications. 

Sign 
3. The applicant proposes a wood sign attached to the signboard over the.  

a. The façade sign will match the location and size of the original storefront sign. 
Staff included a photo as part of this application.  

b. The applicant hopes to have a matching sign approved for the east elevation, 
extending the length of three bays from the northeast corner of the building 

c. The signs will be painted in a matte finish to match the existing trim on the 
building, dark and light brown.  

d. The applicant does not have a specific sign proposal at this time, but is hoping to 
get approval for the material, size, and locations.  

4. Staff advised the applicant to provide specific dimensions of the sign, a sketch of where 
it will be going, and how it will be mounted to the building.  

Light Fixtures 
5. The applicant proposes nine new light fixtures.  

a. Three down-lights on the façade. 
b. One over the façade entry door. 
c. Three over sign on the east elevation. 
d. One over each door on the east elevation.  

6. Applicant refers to these fixtures as “barn lights.” Based on conversations with staff, 
these will be similar to the gooseneck down-facing light fixtures next-door at 10 S 
Huron. Photo attached. 

7. Staff advised applicant to provide more information, including:  
a. A cut-sheet of the light fixtures 
b. A sketch of their locations and how they will be mounted to the building 
c. Staff also informed the applicant of light temperature requirements.  

 
Recommended Motions:  
 
Move to table action on the proposed work at 101 West Michigan so the applicant may provide 
additional information on the location and dimensions of the proposed signs, and the style, 
location, and mounting of the proposed light fixtures.  
 
***  
Move to approve and issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 101 W Michigan, as 
submitted in the application dated February 3, 2020 for the installation of a wood sign on the 
Michigan Avenue storefront, and nine down-light fixtures. The façade sign shall match the 
dimensions and location of the original sign, and the light fixtures are to meet the lighting 
standards on the lighting fact sheet.  
 
Relevant Secretary of the Interior’s Standards:  
#9 #10 
 
 

Prepared by:  
Scott E. Slagor, Preservation Planner 



i Laura Bein “Before Ypsilanti’s First Supermarket,” Ann Arbor News, (MLive: September 18, 2009).  
ii Ibid.  

                                        















Staff photos: 101 W Michigan

Facing south-southwest to facade



Facing east-southeast to east elevation



Detail of east elevation doors



Detail of east elevation storefrotn window



Detail of facade storefront





Photo showing lighiting design desired for 101 W Michigan




