HDC Work Permit
Staff Review
Property address: 56 E Cross

1. Use property for original
purpose or provide
compatible use with minimal
alteration.

Property History: The project is concerning a parking lot behind

2. Do not destroy original
character. Do not remove or
alter historic material or
features.

Date of Application: July 22, 2020

3. Do not imitate earlier
styles.

56 E Cross, a contributing building to the historic district.
Historically, this area housed a coal shed for O. E. Thompson &
Sons, and later the shed was replaced by series of five coal
silos. It has been a parking lot since the mid-twentieth century.

Date of Review: August 6 and 19, 2020
Date of Meeting: August 11, and 25, 2020

4. Preserve significant
changes acquired over time.

Proposed work: New fence with mural.
Materials: Wood fencing, metal poles, and paint.

5. Preserve distinctive
features.

Staff review:

1. This application was presented to the HDC on August
11, 2020. The Commission tabled action citing a lack of
information concerning the metal poles, structure of the
fence, and the potential sun sails and lights.
2. The Commission must reach a decision by the
September 22, 2020 meeting.
3. Typically, rear fence applications can be approved
administratively, however staff felt this application was
more detailed than a standard fence and felt it
appropriate for the Commission to review.
4. The applicant has installed a 6’ tall dog-eared wood
fence to ensure privacy between temporary outdoor
dining and the neighboring property.
5. The fence will be painted with a mural- two possible
options are pictured.
6. The fence is supported by tall metal poles, from which
the applicant had intended to hang sun sails or lights.
a. The poles are taller than 6’ and a bare metal
surface that stands out next to the wood fence.
b. Staff told the applicant that the poles being
structural was one of the concerns the
Commission had with the project. The applicant

6. Repair, don’t replace.
Replacements shall match
original.
7. Clean building gently—
no sandblasting.
8. Preserve archaeological
resources.
9. Contemporary
designs shall be
compatible and shall not
destroy significant
original material.
10. New work shall be
removable.

did not realize that the fence installers did this. Furthermore, she said that sun
sails would not be possible as originally planned and said the poles can be cut to
same height as the fence.
c. Staff strongly recommended that the applicant attend the meeting to address
any further questions.

Recommended Motions:
Move to approve and issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work 56 E Cross for
installation of a dog-eared fence as specified. The face of the fence shall be painted with a
mural, and the back shall be painted a solid color. The metal poles attached to the fence shall
be cut to the same height as the fence.

Relevant Secretary of the Interior’s Standards:
#9, #10

Prepared by:

Scott E. Slagor, Preservation Planner

Mural options for fence at 56 E Cross

