HDC Work Permit
Staff Review
Property address: 216 S. Washington

1. Use property for original
purpose or provide
compatible use with minimal
alteration.

Property History: The property includes a ca. 1910 Tudor

2. Do not destroy original
character. Do not remove or
alter historic material or
features.

The building was erected for William L. and Alice Kishlar. Mr.
Kishlar was a partner in a large dry goods store, Davis and
Kishlar, located downtown at 100 W Michigan.i

3. Do not imitate earlier
styles.

Revival-style house that is contributing to the historic district.
Staff did not identify an architect for the building; however its
grandeur and unique features indicate it may have been
architect designed.

In 1928, the Quirk family moved into the house: Daniel
Trowbridge Quirk and Jeanne Hastings Grover Quirk.ii Both
were prominent figures in Ypsilanti. Daniel Quirk (1903-1969)
was an executive at the family paper mill, Peninsular Paper
Company. He was also active politically, serving as mayor of
Ypsilanti from 1947-1952 and was a member of the school
board for eight years.iii Jeanne Hastings Grover Quirk (19041996) was a leader in local non-profit organizations. She was
heavily involved in the Red Cross during World War II; founded
the Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor Thrift Shops; the auxiliary boards
for Beyer Hospital and Gilbert Residence; and was a founding
member of the Ann Arbor Women’s Club.iv The Quirks
remained at 216 S Washington until 1969.v

4. Preserve significant
changes acquired over time.
5. Preserve distinctive
features.
6. Repair, don’t replace.
Replacements shall match
original.
7. Clean building gently—
no sandblasting.

Date of Application: August 11, 2020
Date of Review: August 18, 2020

8. Preserve archaeological
resources.

Date of Meeting: August 25, 2020
Proposed work: Replacement of one windows.
Materials: Renewal by Andersen windows.
Staff review:

1. The applicant first proposed replacement of this window
on July 14, 2020. The commission indicated then that it
would be more appropriate to have the window
repaired rather than replaced and the applicant

9. Contemporary
designs shall be
compatible and shall not
destroy significant
original material.
10. New work shall be
removable.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

amended their application accordingly. The applicant is now re-proposing to replace this
window after reviewing repair options.
The window proposed for replacement is a nine-light fixed window on the west (rear)
elevation.
In staff opinion, the window dates to ca. 1956. Commissioners at the July 14 meeting
seemed to agree that windows in this section of the house seemed to be newer than
those on the core of the building.
a. Based on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the rear flat-roofed portion of the house
was erected sometime after 1927. A Building Permit was filed for a structure on
the property in 1956, which describes a structure that is 14’ wide by 10’ long
with no basement. The permit is otherwise scant on details; but it was likely filed
for the construction of the addition.
The proposed new window is a Fibrex composite material, to be finished in Red Rock
Brown, like the other earlier approved replacements.
The grille pattern is retained, however the home-owner requests a gliding window rather
than a fixed window.
The property owner proposed changing the window from a fixed to a gliding window,
citing the desire for air flow.
The property owner also states that they reached out to three firms to have the window
repaired. Two did not respond and one said repair would not be cost effective.
In Staff opinion, replacement of the window as presented does not diminish the historic
integrity of the house because:
a. The extant window dates to the mid-twentieth century, indicating its quality and
historic value is not as strong as nineteenth and early twentieth century
windows.
b. The window is on a rear addition. Although the addition has gained historic
significance, it is a secondary mass to the core of the house and not
architecturally distinctive.
c. The window is rear-facing and entirely not visible from the public right-of-way.
Therefore a replacement window would not affect how people experience the
house except for its occupants.

Recommended Motions:
Move to approve and issue a certificate of appropriateness for work at 216 S Washington for
the replacement of a single window as specified. The new window shall be a gliding Renewal by
Anderson window in Red Rock brown, with a three-by-three grille pattern. The new window
shall be a full frame replacement and match the dimensions of the original windows.

Relevant Secretary of the Interior’s Standards:
#9
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