HDC Work Permit
Staff Review
Property address: 209 Pearl
Property History: The property includes a Colonial Revival-style
commercial building that was erected in 1926 and is
contributing to the historic district.

Date of Application: August 18, 2020
Date of Review: August 19, 2020
Date of Meeting: August 25, 2020
Proposed work: New sign.

1. Use property for original
purpose or provide
compatible use with minimal
alteration.
2. Do not destroy original
character. Do not remove or
alter historic material or
features.
3. Do not imitate earlier
styles.
4. Preserve significant
changes acquired over time.

Materials: Unfished steel and weathered butcherblock
Staff review:

1. The application is part of an ongoing project to open a
restaurant at 209 Pearl. In November, the Commission
approved an awning and gate covering the outdoor
eating area in the alley east of the building.
2. This application is for a sign for the new restaurant, to
be placed at the building’s northeast corner.
3. The sign bracket is unfinished steel and the sign itself
hangs from the bracket and is weathered butcherblock.
a. In staff opinion, the unfinished metal bracket is
appropriate in this application because of its
patina.
4. The applicant proposes to install the sign bracket at the
mortar joints to not drill into the brick.
a. This work has already been completed.

Recommended Motions:
Move to approve and issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for
the work proposed at 209 Pearl, as submitted in the application
dated August 18, 2020, for installation of a sign as specified.
The sign structure shall be mounted to the building’s mortar
joints to the greatest extent possible.

Relevant Secretary of the Interior’s Standards:

5. Preserve distinctive
features.
6. Repair, don’t replace.
Replacements shall match
original.
7. Clean building gently—
no sandblasting.
8. Preserve archaeological
resources.
9. Contemporary
designs shall be
compatible and shall not
destroy significant
original material.
10. New work shall be
removable.
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Prepared by:

Scott E. Slagor, Preservation Planner

209 Pearl Street
Mark Maynard

Ypsilanti

MI

48197

Since the last time we came before the HDC to seek approval for our gate at 209 Pearl, we have
made considerble headway. In fact, if all goes well, we could be opening our restaurant as early as
August 24, having gotten our liquor license, certificate of occupancy and Health Department approval
over the past several days. Given that, we’d like to have your approval to hang a sign on our northeast
corner, 97” above the sidewalk. The sign is constructed from weatherized butcherblock (photo
attached), and measures 29.75” x 25”. It has no words, and is not lit. Our desire eventually would be to
put a small spotlight on the sign, but we have no plans to do that just yet. And we would appreciate
your guidance on the brightness, etc. Altogether, the sign and bracket weigh approximately 50 pounds.
The bracket will be attached by the same method that you recommended for the mounting of our gate.
And the metalwork is in the same style as the gate to the east of our building, which the HDC
approved this past fall.

Unfinished steel and weatherized butcherblock.

$0

$45

August 17, 2020
Mark Maynard

Facing south to facade. Sign bracket at left.

Proposed sign with bracket.

Facing southwest to installed bracket.

Facing southeast to installed bracket.

