HDC Work Permit
Staff Review
Property address: 101 S Washington
Property History: Based on Sanborn Map data, the original

portion of the building was erected between 1888 and 1893.
Historically the building was the home of J. H. Wortley, and
later the St. Luke Episcopal Church rectory.i The 1893 Sanborn
Map shows the house to have had an essentially irregular Tplan footprint, with a full façade front porch, and two one-story
porches on the rear. The building was remodeled over time to
include an expanded rear ell, two story façade porch and
partial façade porch enclosure.
In 1930, the building was purchased by J. E. Moore, who had a
funeral business on N Washington Street. The building was
remodeled upon purchase and named “J. E. Moore Home for
Funerals.”ii A Sanborn Map on file at City Hall shows that
between 1927 and 1964 the building’s two-story rear section
was altered and a one-story rear garage added.
In 1964 the building underwent another remodel under the
management of Leonard K. Stark and Richard M. Wagner.iii In
1970 a more major remodel essentially doubled the building
size, with what is likely the large Colonial Revival brick addition
seen today. In 1986 the firm’s name was changed to Stark
Funeral Service Moore Memorial Chapel, Inc.
The building was listed as non-contributing to the National
Register district because of its many alterations.

Date of Application: October 27, 2020
Date of Review: November 5, 2020
Date of Meeting: November 10, 2020
Proposed work: New signs

1. Use property for original
purpose or provide
compatible use with minimal
alteration.
2. Do not destroy original
character. Do not remove or
alter historic material or
features.
3. Do not imitate earlier
styles.
4. Preserve significant
changes acquired over time.
5. Preserve distinctive
features.
6. Repair, don’t replace.
Replacements shall match
original.
7. Clean building gently—
no sandblasting.
8. Preserve archaeological
resources.
9. Contemporary
designs shall be
compatible and shall not
destroy significant
original material.

Materials: Acrylic sign panels and aluminum.
Staff review:

10. New work shall be
removable.

1. The applicant proposes replacing the faces of two signs and adding one new sign.
2. The main sign for the property is a free-standing structure at the southeast corner of
Ferris and S Washington. The sign includes a metal frame holding a plastic or acrylic
backlit sign board.
a. The current sign face appears to date to ca. 1986, while the sign structure itself
appears to date to ca. 1970.
b. The applicant proposes changing the sign face with a new acrylic sign panel for
the backlit sign.
c. Staff advised that if the sign is backlit, only the letters can be illuminated.
d. The applicant conveyed that they were not in a financial position to substantially
change the backlit signs, which have been backlit since their installation.
3. The second sign is a backlit parking lot sign, which appears to date to the ca.1964
remodel. The applicant also proposes changing the backlit sign faces with a new acrylic
face.
4. The third sign is an aluminum sign to be mounted to the brick wall on the south
elevation.
5. Staff recommends that if the Commission wish to issue a notice to proceed, to condition
approval on appropriate mounting of the aluminum wall sign.

Recommended Motions:
Move to approve and issue a notice to proceed for work at 101 S Washington as submitted in
the application dated October 27, 2020, for the replacement of faces on two signs and the
installation of an aluminum wall sign, as specified. Approval is conditioned that the aluminum
wall sign be mounted to the mortar joints to the greatest extent possible.

Relevant Secretary of the Interior’s Standards:
#9 #10

***
Move to table action on the proposed work at 101 S Washington so the applicant may
investigate if the sign panels can be made so only the lettering is illuminated.
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Scott E. Slagor, Preservation Planner
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Staff photos of 101 S Washington

Facing southeast to property overview of facade and north elevation

Facing north to south elevation where wall-mounted sign will go

Facing southeast to free-standing sign.

Facing south to parking lot sign.

Facing northeast to parking lot sign.

