MINUTES
City of Ypsilanti

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION MEETING
Virtual Meeting held via Zoom
Monday, October 11, 2021
7:00 P.M.

I.
II.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Keith Michalowski
Nancy Heine
Bryan Foley
Beth Gibbons
Takunia Collins
Desirae Simmons
Julia Bayha

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Absent

Also Present:

Council Liaison Steve Wilcoxen
Staff Liaison Ron Akers, Public Services Director
Commission Recording Secretary, Nancy Hare-Dickerson

Additional Staff Present:

-

Washtenaw
Washtenaw
Washtenaw
Washtenaw
Washtenaw
Washtenaw

County,
County,
County,
County,
County,
County,

Ypsilanti City
Ypsilanti City
Ypsilanti City
Ypsilanti City
Pittsfield Township
Ypsilanti City

Bonnie Wessler, Public Services Project Manager (Zoom Meeting Host)

III.

PUBLIC COMMENT
One public comment from Alex Nuttle, Ypsilanti City resident.

IV.

AGENDA APPROVAL
Gibbons (Second: Foley) moved to approve the Agenda as submitted.
Roll Call Vote – Ayes:
Commissioners Michalowski, Heine, Foley, Gibbons, Collins, Simmons
Nays:
None
Absent: Commissioner Bayha
Motion Carried.

V.
VI.

INTRODUCTIONS - none
PRESENTATIONS
1.

Thanksgiving Address Greetings to a Natural World

In recognition of Indigenous People’s Day, Commissioner Simmons read, as follows…
*********

Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address Greetings to the Natural World
The People
Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life continue. We have been given the duty to live in
balance and harmony with each other and all living things. So now, we bring our minds together as one as we give
greetings and thanks to each other as people.
Now our minds are one.

The Earth Mother
We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she gives us all that we need for life. She supports our feet as we
walk about upon her. It gives us joy that she continues to care for us as she has from the beginning of time. To
our mother, we send greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Waters
We give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst and providing us with strength. Water is life.
We know its power in many forms- waterfalls and rain, mists and streams, rivers and oceans. With one mind, we
send greetings and thanks to the spirit of Water.
Now our minds are one.
The Fish
We turn our minds to the all the Fish life in the water. They were instructed to cleanse and purify the water. They
also give themselves to us as food. We are grateful that we can still find pure water. So, we turn now to the Fish
and send our greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Plants
Now we turn toward the vast fields of Plant life. As far as the eye can see, the Plants grow, working many
wonders. They sustain many life forms. With our minds gathered together, we give thanks and look forward to
seeing Plant life for many generations to come.
Now our minds are one.
The Food Plants
With one mind, we turn to honor and thank all the Food Plants we harvest from the garden. Since the beginning of
time, the grains, vegetables, beans and berries have helped the people survive. Many other living things draw
strength from them too. We gather all the Plant Foods together as one and send them a greeting of thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Medicine Herbs
Now we turn to all the Medicine herbs of the world. From the beginning they were instructed to take away
sickness. They are always waiting and ready to heal us. We are happy there are still among us those special few
who remember how to use these plants for healing. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the Medicines
and to the keepers of the Medicines.
Now our minds are one.
The Animals
We gather our minds together to send greetings and thanks to all the Animal life in the world. They have many
things to teach us as people. We are honored by them when they give up their lives so we may use their bodies as
food for our people. We see them near our homes and in the deep forests. We are glad they are still here and we
hope that it will always be so.
Now our minds are one
The Trees
We now turn our thoughts to the Trees. The Earth has many families of Trees who have their own instructions and
uses. Some provide us with shelter and shade, others with fruit, beauty and other useful things. Many people of
the world use a Tree as a symbol of peace and strength. With one mind, we greet and thank the Tree life.
Now our minds are one.
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The Birds
We put our minds together as one and thank all the Birds who move and fly about over our heads. The Creator
gave them beautiful songs. Each day they remind us to enjoy and appreciate life. The Eagle was chosen to be their
leader. To all the Birds-from the smallest to the largest-we send our joyful greetings and thanks.
Now our minds are one.
The Four Winds
We are all thankful to the powers we know as the Four Winds. We hear their voices in the moving air as they
refresh us and purify the air we breathe. They help us to bring the change of seasons. From the four directions
they come, bringing us messages and giving us strength. With one mind, we send our greetings and thanks to the
Four Winds.
Now our minds are one.
The Thunderers
Now we turn to the west where our grandfathers, the Thunder Beings, live. With lightning and thundering voices,
they bring with them the water that renews life. We are thankful that they keep those evil things made by
Okwiseres underground. We bring our minds together as one to send greetings and thanks to our Grandfathers,
the Thunderers.
Now our minds are one.
The Sun
We now send greetings and thanks to our eldest Brother, the Sun. Each day without fail he travels the sky from
east to west, bringing the light of a new day. He is the source of all the fires of life. With one mind, we send
greetings and thanks to our Brother, the Sun.
Now our minds are one.
Grandmother Moon
We put our minds together to give thanks to our oldest Grandmother, the Moon, who lights the night-time sky. She
is the leader of woman all over the world, and she governs the movement of the ocean tides. By her changing face
we measure time, and it is the Moon who watches over the arrival of children here on Earth. With one mind, we
send greetings and thanks to our Grandmother, the Moon.
Now our minds are one.
The Stars
We give thanks to the Stars who are spread across the sky like jewelry. We see them in the night, helping the
Moon to light the darkness and bringing dew to the gardens and growing things. When we travel at night, they
guide us home. With our minds gathered together as one, we send greetings and thanks to the Stars.
Now our minds are one.
The Enlightened Teachers
We gather our minds to greet and thank the enlightened Teachers who have come to help throughout the ages.
When we forget how to live in harmony, they remind us of the way we were instructed to live as people. With one
mind, we send greetings and thanks to these caring teachers.
Now our minds are one.
The Creator
Now we turn our thoughts to the Creator, or Great Spirit, and send greetings and thanks for all the gifts of
Creation. Everything we need to live a good life is here on this Mother Earth. For all the love that is still around us,
we gather our minds together as one and send our choicest words of greetings and thanks to the Creator.
Now our minds are one.
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Closing Words
We have now arrived at the place where we end our words. Of all the things we have named, it was not our
intention to leave anything out. If something was forgotten, we leave it to each individual to send such greetings
and thanks in their own way.
Now our minds are one.

2.

*********

Water Street Remediation

Joe Meyers, Economic Development Director, provided information regarding the background history and
remediation issues under consideration regarding the Water Street Development project. Query,
comment and discussion followed.
3.

Southeast Michigan Stewardship Coalition

In the absence of the scheduled presenter, Lisa Voelker, Commission Gibbons briefly summarized
Ms. Voelker’s role in the Coalition and asked that the presentation be included on the November agenda.
4.

Ann Arbor for Public Power

Greg Woodring, an Ann Arbor for Public Power organizer and Ypsilanti City resident, provided a Power
Point presentation outlining the efforts of the campaign to move Ann Arbor to a public energy system as
opposed to their current DTE system. He outlined reasons behind the efforts and explained the proposed
solution of municipalization. Query, comment and discussion followed.
VII.

CONSENT AGENDA
1.

Approval of September 13, 2021 minutes

Collins (Second: Foley) moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted.
Roll Call Vote – Ayes:
Commissioners Michalowski, Heine, Foley, Collins, Simmons
Abstain: Commissioner Gibbons
Nays:
None
Absent: Commissioner Bayha
Motion Carried.
VIII.
IX.

WORK SESSIONS – none
RESOLUTIONS/MOTIONS/DISCUSSIONS
1.
2.
3.

Resolution to Support Durbin Pellet Free Waters
Storm Drain Awareness Resolution Discussion
Recycle Bin Updates

Heine (Second: Gibbons) moved to postpone Section 9. “Resolutions/Motions/Discussions”
to the November meeting due to the lateness of the hour.
Roll Call Vote – Ayes:
Commissioners Michalowski, Heine, Foley, Gibbons, Collins, Simmons
Nays:
None
Absent: Commissioner Bayha
Motion Carried.
X.

PUBLIC COMMENT
One public comment from Deisha Myles, Ypsilanti Township resident.
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XI.

XII.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioners shared updates of events and activities they are involved with and/or are working on as
relates to sustainability. Some discussion topics included: Washtenaw County Climate Action Plan;
Resilience Hub; SEMIS Coalition; SAW grant; “The Story of Plastic”; Washtenaw County Black Farmer’s
Fund; Black Walnut trees; planting/growing/mulch classes; reading literacy; Huron River program; storm
drain research.
PROPOSED BUSINESS
Proposed items were notated for the next meeting.

XIII.

NEXT MEETING DATE
November 8, 2021

XIV.

ADJOURNMENT: 9:16 p.m.
Simmons (Second: Gibbons) moved to adjourn the meeting of the Sustainability
Commission.
Voice Vote: Unanimous
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