



City of Ypsilanti
Notice of Adopted Ordinance
Ordinance No. 1440

An Ordinance Entitled Electronic Message Board Signs

THE CITY OF YPSILANTI ORDAINS that the Zoning Text Amendment provision in the zoning ordinance to permit Electronic Message Board signs in the CN-SF, CN-Mid, CN, Center, HC, GC, and NC Zoning Districts with corresponding regulations to protect neighboring properties and traffic from visual distractions and/or glare.
This zoning text amendment applies to 
· Article IV, Division 2, Subdivision I, Section 122-417.g (Park District- P) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements
· Article IV, Division 2, Subdivision II, Section 122-422.d.1 (Single-Family Residential District- R1) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements
· Article IV, Division 2, Subdivision II, Section 122-422.d.2 (Single-Family Residential District- R1) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements
· Article IV, Division 2, Subdivision III, Section 122-427.d (Multiple Dwelling Residential District- MD) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements
· Article IV, Division 2, Subdivision IV, Section 122-432.d.1 (Production, Manufacturing and Distribution District- PMD) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements
· Article IV, Division 2, Subdivision IV, Section 122-432.d.2 (Production, Manufacturing and Distribution District- PMD) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision I, Section 122-442.d.1 (Core Neighborhoods- CN, CN-Mid, CN-SF) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision I, Section 122-442.d.2 (Core Neighborhoods- CN, CN-Mid, CN-SF) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision II, Section 122-447.d.1 (Center- C) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision II, Section 122-447.d.2 (Center- C) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision III, Section 122-452.d.1 (Corridors- HC, NC, GC) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type.
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision III, Section 122-452.d.2 (Corridors- HC, NC, GC) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type.
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision IV, Section 122-462.d.1 (Health and Human Services- HHS) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type.
· Article IV, Division 3, Subdivision IV, Section 122-462.d.2 (Health and Human Services- HHS) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type.
· Article VI, Division 5, Section 122-664 Prohibited Signs
· Article VI, Division 5, Section 122-665 Sign Design Standards 

	Section 122-417.g (Park District- P) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	[bookmark: _Hlk160012645]Section 122-422.d.1 (Single-Family Residential District- R1) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	[bookmark: _Hlk161312048]Section 122-422.d.2 (Single-Family Residential District- R1) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	[bookmark: _Hlk161312087]Section 122-427.d (Multiple Dwelling Residential District- MD) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	[bookmark: _Hlk161312123]Section 122-432.d.1 (Production, Manufacturing and Distribution District- PMD) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	Section 122-432.d.2 (Production, Manufacturing and Distribution District- PMD) Non-use and Dimensional Requirements (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	Section 122-442.D.1 (Core Neighborhoods- CN, CN-Mid, CN-SF) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	Section 122-442.D.2 (Core Neighborhoods- CN, CN-Mid, CN-SF) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs (Permanent)
	Must comply with all requirements for Electronic Message Board Signs in Section 122-665
	Permit Required

	Section 122-442.D.2 (Core Neighborhoods- CN, CN-Mid, CN-SF) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Freestanding Signs (Permanent)
	Maximum Area
	36 sf
	Permit Required

	Section 122-447.D.1 (Center- C) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	Section 122-447.D.2 (Center- C) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs (Permanent)
	Must comply with all requirements for Electronic Message Board Signs in Section 122-665
	Permit Required

	
	Building-mounted only
	

	Section 122-452.D.1 (Corridors- HC, NC, GC) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	Section 122-452.D.2 (Corridors- HC, NC, GC) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs (Permanent)
	Must comply with all requirements for Electronic Message Board Signs in Section 122-665
	Permit Required

	[bookmark: _Hlk160013596][bookmark: _Hlk161312304]Section 122-462.d.1 (Health and Human Services- HHS) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted

	Section 122-462.d.2 (Health and Human Services- HHS) Non-use and dimensional requirements for site improvements not regulated by building type. (New Language)

	Electronic Message Board Signs
	Not Permitted



	Section 122-664. Prohibited Signs

	The following signs are prohibited in all zoning districts:
a) Unsafe signs. When any sign or sign structure becomes insecure, in danger of falling, or otherwise unsafe, or if any sign or sign structure shall be unlawfully installed, erected, or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, or prohibited signs, it shall be considered a nuisance per se. The owner or lessee shall, upon receipt of written notice of the building official, immediately in the case of an unsafe sign make such sign conform to the provisions of this article or shall remove it. If, after ten days, the notice is not complied with, the building official may remove such sign at the expense of the owner or lessee after having obtained an order from the administrative hearings bureau. The cost, including actual attorney fees, shall be assessed against the property as provided in Article VIII of the City Charter.
b) Prohibited signs
1) Animated Signs.
2) Portable Signs, not including sidewalk signs.
3) Signs mounted upon a roof.
4) Signs containing obscene material. Signs containing symbols that area or purports to be an imitation of or resembles a traffic control device or that attempts to direct the movement of traffic.
5) Mechanical Signs.
6) Sign, electronic message, excepting digital billboards.
7) Signs not specifically permitted under the sections of this chapter.
8) Signs with less than six feet horizontal clearance or 12 feet vertical clearance from overhead electrical conductors which are energized in excess of 250 volts.



	Section 122-665(c) Sign Design Standards (New Language)

	(C)  Electronic Message Board Signs. Building Mounted Signs and Freestanding signs may include an Electronic Message Board, subject to the following:

1) Required Area, Height, and Setbacks. The maximum area for an electronic message board sign shall be no greater than 50% of the zoning district’s maximum area for freestanding or building-mounted signs. The maximum height and minimum setbacks shall comply with the zoning district’s allowances for freestanding or building-mounted signs. 
2) Maximum Number. No more than one electronic message board sign shall be located on a single lot of land.
3) Change of message shall not occur more than once every two minutes.
4) Lights shall never blink or flash. Message change sequence shall not involve flashing or other animations but shall be an instantaneous change.
5) Illumination. Illumination from an electronic message board sign shall not exceed 0.3 footcandles when measured at the property line of the subject lot.
6) Colors. Messages shall be in monochrome text, and electronic display areas shall be black.
7) Electronic message board signs shall not be illuminated between the hours of 9 PM and 6 AM.
8) Signs shall be programmed to go dark in the event of a malfunction.





CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTING

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Ordinance passed at the regular meeting of the City Council held on the 4th day of October, 2024 



______________________________ 
Tracey Boudreau, City Clerk



