
March 10, 2017  
 
City of Ypsilanti 
Beth Ernat, Director of Economic Development 
1 S. Huron St. 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
 
Re: Michigan Historic Preservation Network 2017 Awards 
 
I am pleased to announce that the City of Ypsilanti and the Friends of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse have been 
selected to receive a joint Michigan Historic Preservation Network 2017 Government/Institution Award for the 
Restoration of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse. The award is presented to agencies, cities and/or institutions who by 
their actions have accomplished significant positive changes in the historic preservation climate and activities which 
have made a significant contribution to the preservation of Michigan’s heritage. Congratulations!   
 
This letter provides you with details about our Annual Preservation Awards Ceremony and Reception which will 
take place on Friday evening, May 19, 2017 at the Crooked Tree Arts Center at 461 East Mitchell Street in 
downtown Petoskey (The Crooked Tree Arts Center is located on the northwest corner of East Mitchell and Division 
Street. Walk the 2 ½ blocks from the conference hotel, Stafford’s Perry Hotel, or parking is available in the Park 
Garden Lot immediately behind (north) of the Arts Center; both the lot and street parking are free after 5pm). The 
awards ceremony begins promptly at 6:30 PM and will close at 8:00 PM. A dessert reception follows at 8:00 PM; 
coffee and non-alcoholic beverages are served. (For those interested in gathering before the Awards Ceremony, 
purchase a drink in the Noggin Room Pub on the ground floor of the Perry Hotel and join us upstairs in the historic 
hotel lobby starting at 5:15 PM; local pubs and restaurants are within walking distance for your post-awards 
celebrations). Attire is business, but can be more formal if you would like.    
 
The MHPN will host four guests to accept this award. Please submit the attached form to the MHPN office so that 
we know who will be accepting this award on behalf of the project. Additional acceptors are welcome to participate 
in the ceremony (at a cost of $35 per person as detailed below), but due to time constraints and logistics, please limit 
on-stage participants to major project partners.  
 
Additionally, the Awards Ceremony and Reception are very festive, primarily because award winners often invite 
additional family, friends, and project partners. Their cost is also $35 per person. Because we want your guests to 
feel welcomed, we ask that you or they communicate directly with the MHPN office about their attendance by also 
submitting the attached form.   
 
MHPN will provide two complimentary plaques commemorating this award (one each to the City of Ypsilanti and 
the Friends of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse. The Network encourages you to inform other project participants of the 
award and enquire if they wish to purchase additional plaques for display in their homes or offices. I have enclosed a 
form on which to order additional plaques. Please return your completed forms to me with payment made out to the 
Michigan Historic Preservation Network by April 14, 2017. Additional plaques may be ordered after that date, but 
will not be ready for pick up at the ceremony. 
 
We look forward to honoring this project and welcoming you and your guests on this special occasion. On behalf of 
the Network’s officers and board, I again extend to you our congratulations on this award! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ruth E. Mills, Awards Committee Chair 
Michigan Historic Preservation Network 


