November 16, 2018
Hello! Welcome to my weekly newsletter about Ypsilanti City news. Our
community is full of highly aware and active people. We pay attention and we get
involved. To do that, we need news.
I have been aware of the lack of news coverage and the harm that it causes our
community for some time now. Lack of news is harmful to democracy as well; our
system of government is dependent on an educated and informed public.
My hope is that this newsletter will help alleviate the problem in a small way.
Every week on Friday, I will issue This Week with the Mayor. It will be put on our
City website, our City Facebook page, and will be sent out by email and links by
text through our City alert system. This will be a factual newsletter with
announcements, updates on City Council and staff activities, news from the
wards and wider Ypsilanti news, notices about how to get involved, and why it all
matters to you.
I am inventing this as I go and I expect it may change over time. I am happy to
hear ideas, suggestions, corrections and just plain comments. I want to thank my
editor, Lisa Bashert, and my graphic designer, Cami Fussey, for their help. I also
want to thank City Clerk Frances McMullan for the help she and her staff have
provided in issuing This Week with the Mayor to you through the City systems.
Farewell to City Council Members and Mayor:
On Monday, three City Council members stepped down after many years of
service:
• Brian Robb served Ward 3 for 12 years.
• Dan Vogt served Ward 2 for 8 years.
• Amanda Edmonds was Mayor of our City for 4 years.
It is a challenge to serve our community as an elected official. Anyone who
serves, from my viewpoint, should be respected and valued. Each of these public
servants stepped up because they cared; they worked hard for our community,
and performed their role to the best of their ability. My hat’s off to them, and I
wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors!

New Council Members
I’d like to welcome our two new City Council members. In their own words:
Anthony Morgan will be
serving Ward 3 as their City
Council representative.
Councilman Anthony Morgan is
a dedicated serviceman to the
people of Ypsilanti and beyond.
Anthony has extensive work in
education, the nonprofit sector,
social justice organizing, and
basketball coaching on top of
being a youth specialist. In his
leisure, he enjoys creating
music and events that engage
and empower people. He is a proud parent of two daughters Nani and Ruby and
he is a multi-talented and charismatic figure. He enjoys reading, writing,
performing, developing strategies, agendas and tools to make the world a better
place. Originally from Highland Park, Anthony is a 20-year resident of the City of
Ypsilanti and he loves all that comes with living here. He is glad to be able to
serve the community and the public at large as your City Council person for Ward
3.
Jennifer Symmans will be
serving Ward 2 as their City
Council representative.
Jennifer has lived in Ypsilanti for
over 25 years. At some point, she
has lived in every ward in the City,
but she currently resides in the
College Heights neighborhood.
Jennifer has a BA in Sociology from
the University of Michigan. After
college, Jennifer spent several
years working as a police officer,
spending much of that time in crime
prevention and community policing.
Jennifer eventually went to law
school and transitioned to a career
in human resources. She was
admitted to the State Bar of

Michigan in 2014. Additionally, Jennifer is an experienced civil mediator who
volunteers at the Dispute Resolution Center. She has also served as a
commissioner on Ypsilanti’s Human Relations Commission and the Zoning Board
of Appeals.
Jennifer looks forward to representing Ward 2 on City Council. She will make use
of her varied skills and experience to help move our City forward through
common sense decision making so we can achieve our common goals.
Around the City:
Each week, I’ll highlight one or two events happening in Ypsilanti. Of course,
there are HUNDREDS of cool events happening every week, so it will be difficult
to choose just one or two. Meanwhile, I’d like to make the event calendar on our
City website the place to go for info on local events. More on that in future
editions!
Tree Lighting!
• TREE LIGHTING at 6pm in Depot Town on Sun 11/18/18
Live reindeer followed by complimentary hot cocoa, cider, candy canes,
carol singing & more at the Ypsilanti Auto Museum.
https://www.facebook.com/events/2170827386488493/
Thanksgiving Dinners!
• Aubree’s in Depot Town will provide a full Thanksgiving meal from 11-3pm
on Thursday 11/22/18 for anyone that comes to the restaurant — at no
charge. Items on the menu include all of the traditional Thanksgiving foods
— roasted turkey, stuffing, three bean casserole, candied yams, mashed
potatoes and gravy, corn bread, salad, and pumpkin pie. For more
information, call the restaurant at (734) 483-1870.
https://www.facebook.com/events/2174961919447069/
•

Parkridge Community Center at 591 Armstrong Drive is also offering a
Thanksgiving meal on Wed 11/21 from 4-6pm. Come and eat and
celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday with Parkridge as we all share what
we’re most thankful for!
https://www.facebook.com/Parkridge-Community-Center271220362955770/
New and Improved Recycle Center Location!
Contributed by: Keith Michalowski, chair Sustainability Commission

Ok. It is a bit farther away. But you have to admit the extensive list of services is
a welcome upgrade. Recycle Ann Arbor really has its act together! As a city that

takes sustainability seriously, Ypsilanti has secured free passage for every
citizen into the Recycle Ann Arbor Drop-Off Station. They can help you recycle
the following materials and much, much more:
• Antifreeze
• Batteries
• Books
• Cardboard/OCC
• Cloth/Fabrics/Linens
• Glass containers
• Hard plastics
• Magazines
• Metal/Steel
• Motor oil
• Oil filters
• Plastic bags
• Single stream recyclables
• Styrofoam
• Vegetable oil
A couple of points to know;
1. All residents of the City of Ypsilanti are eligible for a pass to and all
services of RAA
2. We are also all eligible for discounts and coupons for their services store
items
3. Passes can be picked up or mailed
4. Curbside pickup of recyclables remains unchanged. A list of items that can
be set out for curbside recycling is below.
To get your pass, fill out the simple online form found here: RecyclingCenter-Card-Request. If you need assistance, please call (734) 483-1810 so
we can help! Order yours today! Our staff is scrambling to get them ready
for you by Monday, November 19, 2018.
Take a look at everything they will recycle and reuse, reducing our cities footprint!

The Drop-Off Station
Address: 2950 East Ellsworth Rd. Ann Arbor, MI 48108
Phone: 734.971.7400
Hours: Tues & Thurs: 8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m. Sat: 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Closed Sun, Mon, Wed, and Fri
http://recycleannarbor.org/divisions/drop-off-station/about

Training for all City Commissioners
Ypsilanti has a vibrant Commission and Committee system that supports the
work of Council and staff. These volunteers often serve terms of many years to
help our City run well.

However, until now, once someone was appointed to serve, they were on their
own for their learning curve. At this time, I am pleased to announce that all
Commissioners will be trained by our City attorney in the following areas to help
them be successful and strong in their positions:
1. The myriad rules and regulations regarding the Open Meetings Act and
FOIA
2. The ins and outs of the City, how to communicate with whom and when
3. What their powers and limitations are as Commissioners
We are lucky and proud to have a vibrant system of volunteers who give their
time and talent to Ypsilanti every day. I am equally proud to help the City offer
them the support they need to successfully improve their skills.
By the way, several Commissions need new members. If you are interested in
serving on a Committee or Commission, apply here:
http://Cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Boards-Commissions-6/Citizen-AdvisoryBoards-and-Commissions--45
Want to hear more about City Commissions? Come to my monthly Office Hours
and let’s talk. Details are below!
Liz Dahl-McGregor Play Structure
If you have been by Recreation Park recently, you have seen the new, accessible
play structure being erected. And it is going up FAST! Apparently, the
construction crew anticipated the early cold snap, saw a break in the weather,
and jumped on the chance to get it in before the ground froze. Staff and the City
were a little surprised to see them at work (without notifying us, BTW), but
pleased to know it is going to be completed quickly.
This type of structure is called a universal play structure. Many parts of it are
designed for children with various ability levels. For example, children in
wheelchairs can access much of the play structure. Or, some on the autism scale
will find play areas that have lower stimulation that is gentler for their needs. This
is a relatively new style of play structure and I am pleased to see it is becoming
more commonly used.
Fun note: our staff is working with students at EMU for some creative bench
options for the structure area. There will be two benches to start, and then some
more interesting ones will be added.

Lastly, Ypsilanti is dedicating this structure to Liz Dahl-McGregor. Liz was a
beloved and highly active resident whom we lost too early. A plaque will be
erected at the opening ceremony in her honor, once construction is completed.

Upcoming City Council Deliberations
1. The Peninsular Dam study will be released and discussed at the
December 4th meeting. Costs and impact of both keeping and removing
the dam will be available to residents and Council prior to the meeting.
The costs of repairing the dam will not be available until the day before our
meeting at best, FYI. Our engineering firm, OHM, was given fairly short
notice on our request for those numbers. The long-awaited train platform
plans have been released and will be discussed by Council on December
4. As this is a fairly large file, it will be on the City website.
https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/DocumentCenter/View/1783/YpsilantiAmtrak-Feasibility-Study_2018-11-13pdf
2. Ward 2 City Council Representative replacement needed: When I was
elected Mayor, Ward 2 lost a City Council representative. This opens up a
great opportunity to serve Ypsilanti without having to go through a
campaign process. Link and application are here:
http://Cityofypsilanti.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=630
Upcoming Mayoral Office Hours:
As a City Council representative, I held monthly Office Hours. These are informal,
open house times where I am available to anyone to discuss anything about the
City, my stances or actions, concerns, policy, ideas, etc. I, and my constituents,
have found this to be very rewarding and I am continuing them as your Mayor.
Since I now represent the entire City, I will be moving these monthly events to
different neighborhood locations each month. If you have a suggested spot
where I could meet you in your neighborhood, please drop me a line.
Next Mayor’s Office Hours
Sunday, November 18, 2018
1 PM to 4 PM
Cultivate Coffee and Tap House, 307 N. River Street
http://www.cultivateypsi.com/

