November 21, 2018

Happy Thanksgiving!
In memory of Whittaker…

On behalf of the City, I want to wish everyone the best for Thanksgiving.
Let’s take a day to be thankful for what is good in the world and in our lives! Some of us
are lucky enough to have family, friends, and enough resources to have a nice
celebration. Some of us will enjoy the community meals at Parkridge or Aubree’s. And
sadly, some will not have access to any celebration or community at all.
Please take a moment to be thankful for what you have. If you have extra to share,
please do. As imperfect as our city is, we have tenacity and grit that gets us through

challenging times and hurdles. I am thankful to be your Mayor during the next 4 years
and look forward to what we can do together.

Updates:
Recycling Center Demolition
The process of removing our Recycling Center is underway. Before we can demolish the
existing structure, DTE has to do their part regarding electrical and gas connections at
the building. Once that is done, we have contracted with a company to take down the
structure and fencing.
Plans are to have the structure and fencing removed by the end of the year. The area it
now occupies will not be repaved. It will be smoothed and available for parking. This will
provide a few more spots to help with our parking situation.
With the removal of this structure, Ypsilanti helped Rutherford Pool qualify for a
necessary grant to upgrade their facilities. It took a little longer than we wanted, but we
also arranged for ALL of our residents to have full access to Recycle Ann Arbor and all
their services. At this time, all resident recycling needs are met.
This is the beginning of a long process of examining our recycling system in general.
Future and long-term topics will include:
1. Public Recycling availability
2. Recycling pick up for all residents and businesses
Look for these discussions to come up in future council business.
Huron and Michigan Traffic Light Timing
Difficulties at the traffic light at the corner of Huron and Michigan Avenue have been
reported for a long time. Pedestrians struggle to cross that street and it is especially
difficult during rush hours.
MIchigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has jurisdiction over that intersection,
so we need to work with them to make changes. Whenever we add a new level of
organization, the process gets a little more complicated. Hence, some time has elapsed
since some of you began to send messages to the City asking us to make that
intersection easier for pedestrians. That said, we now have progress to report!
MDOT is going to be studying and retiming the light at that intersection in the next
couple of weeks. Yay! This is great! Soon, it will soon be easier to cross with
families, children, bikes, mobility devices, etc.
Continuing to make Ypsilanti more walkable and bikeable is a goal of our community,
staff, and council. Each of these small and important changes helps us move towards a
safer and more accessible Ypsilanti.

Community News and Shout Out
Ypsi Braves
Our own Ypsi Braves have had a fantastic year! I want to give a big shout out to them for
a 10-0 season. They also won the Super Bowl! Incredible! Yahoo!! I am virtually jumping
up and down with pride for these young sportsmen. NFL players such as the Jenkins
brothers started their football careers in the Ypsi Braves.
This team has been in existence and self-funded for nearly 40 years. Until now, youth
provided their own equipment. Coaches volunteered. Everyone paid for their own travel.
Football is an expensive sport, and there is a LOT of equipment to buy, own, maintain,
grow out of and replace. Most of the youth on this team are from the south side of our
city and the cost of being on this team has always been a major factor for some of
them. And then...
Bryan Foley created a fund to help these young people go to the bowls and tournaments
they are attending. He hoped to raise a few hundred dollars to cover bus and hotel fees.
Instead, he received a huge response from our community.
At this time, he has raised over $6000! Good for you, Ypsilanti. Because of Bryan’s work
and your generosity, more of our young men will have access to football, coaching,
equipment and being on a successful and strong team. Way to go!

On the Ground Ypsi Article on Neighborhood Watch Groups
Safety is vital to healthy communities. Neighborhood watch groups are one way that
local communities band together to help each other stay safe and watch for potential and
real safety issues. Concentrate just wrote an article about this issue and I am sharing it
with you as a topic of discussion. There are many ways of setting up Neighborhood
Watch clubs or groups.
•
•

A typical method includes neighbors taking turns being out and visible at night,
keeping alert for unusual activities.
One neighborhood I know of identified vulnerable residents (seniors for example)
and paired nearby neighbors to keep an eye on them and their homes.

And there are dozens of other ideas in between.
If your neighborhood association is thinking of forming a watch group, there are certain
things to consider:
1. Ypsilanti is highly diverse, so be careful of profiling based on perceived race or
class.
2. Ypsilanti is emphasizing walking and biking, so someone unknown walking
through your neighborhood may just be doing that, which is perfectly legal and
encouraged.
3. Our police department is ready to help in any situation. Before you call them,
check the attached flow chart to be sure it is really necessary.

Above all, let’s all be safe and friendly this holiday season!

Upcoming Council Activities
Work Session on Parks
On November 11, City Council and the Parks and Recreation Commission will hold a
joint work session. At that session we are going to review the needs of our park system
and make plans to address them.

To review: Our parks have had the barest of maintenance for about 15 years. No money
beyond basic grounds work and emergency repairs has been allocated to the parks in all
that time period. Existing equipment and facilities are now worn, damaged, out of date
and just plain tired. There is a long list of larger maintenance and repair/replace issues
that involve shelters, tables, benches, brush and larger grounds work, parking lots, etc…
that needs to be planned. Peninsular Park, for instance, needs serious help, even with a
vibrant Friends group.
If you are interested in our parks or have feedback about them, please join us:
Tuesday December 11, 7 - 10 PM
Riverside Arts Center
76 N. Huron, Ypsilanti MI

Community Events
DIYpsi is coming! Put on your shoes and head on down to Riverside Arts Center
for Ypsilanti’s own Indie Art Fair. Over 90 vendors will be there, surely there will
be something you want or didn’t know you wanted. Am I right?
December 8 from 11 AM to 7 PM
December 9 from 12 noon to 6 PM
Riverside Arts Center, 76 N. Huron, Ypsilanti MI
Creative, unique, special, high quality, broad range of pricing, fun and vibrant… I
am running out of adjectives. This is a great way to spend your holiday money
locally AND be the hit of the holidays! See you there!

Contact Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-483-1100 x39644

