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MAYORAL BULLETIN

CITY COUNCIL
UPDATES
Train Station Platform:
City Council approved the submission of a grant proposal to help pay for the simplest train station platform. We did
that because we expected the grant submission window to open up in mid-March; however that has not happened.
We are checking on the delay, as well as when the grant opportunity might open up in reality. Until then, we are
waiting. In the big picture, delays aside, this remains exciting! We are ready to move forward on it and bring trains
back to Ypsilanti!
Parking:
City Council and the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) have approved the new parking strategy in the
broad strokes. This means that we are going to start moving forward with steps to improve our parking program.
Watch for changes in signage as a likely start. Other early steps will include coordinating policies City-wide, more
bike racks, and hiring a parking czar (just kidding, really a manager) to facilitate coordination and policies. These
steps represent the low-hanging fruit, the easiest steps to begin implementing. While these early steps are taken,
City Council will be planning changes in rules about street/lot parking, improvements to parking lot
striping/evaluating paving needs, exploring new technology-based parking meters, and more.
Parks:
Our parks are in need of much basic repair and maintenance, after more than 15 years of budget-driven neglect. That
is about to change. Watch your local parks in the next two months for a lot of activity. In general, you will see lots of
new benches, picnic tables, grills, small repairs, and the refreshing of mulch under play equipment. This work needs
to take place by July 1, so it will be happening quickly!

UPCOMING ACTIONS
Budget Sessions:

May is budget month for City Council and staff. We will have having three budget sessions. Our council meetings will
start earlier to allow us enough time to manage this task, and we have added an extra session. We are considering
increasing in staffing for public safety, some capital improvements, public recycling, beginning the budget for
needed parking changes, and so much more.
It is a little dry but, that said: in the process, a lot of what we experience about our City is managed. Please join us as
we have these conversations:
May 7, Tuesday 6-10 PM. The first hour is a closed session to discuss labor negotiations.
May 16, Thursday 6-10 PM.
May 21, Tuesday 6-10 PM.
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CONT. PG. 1
Other Council business will be on the agendas as well, but the primary bulk of our work will be on the budget.
And this from our DDA Manager, Chris Jacobs. I know he worked hard on this:
We will be releasing a survey shortly in anticipation of the upcoming City Council Budget Sessions on
May 7, May 16, and May 21. These sessions will be held in the City Council Chambers, located at 1 S. Huron,
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m and the following budget survey is meant to get 		
feedback on your priorities:
		FEEDBACK FORM
Using this form, you may select your top 4 priorities in each budget category, including Community 		
Engagement and Development, Infrastructure, Council/Staff Development, and “Other Development.” 		
City Council and staff have both participated in a similar process during the winter budget setting
workshops and we are now seeking public input to help inform decision-making. Thank you for taking time
to participate in the survey and helping us make the best decisions with our limited financial resources.

Peninsular Dam:

On May 7, Council will vote to remove or repair the dam at Peninsular Park.
One fact that we have learned during our research on dams in general and our dam in particular is related to
liability. Our dam is rated as a high risk dam with probable loss of life and property in the event of a failure. We are
required to have an emergency plan in place should that event occur. At the last meeting, that plan was presented
to Council.
We currently carry a total of $500K in insurance coverage for that possibility. Clearly, that is not enough. So we have
been seeking additional coverage. We failed. Completely. No insurance company that we have reached out to will
cover the dam. Insurance companies rarely cover dams to begin with. Secondly, our dam has been without any
repairs for many years now, we actually don’t know when the last repair was done. Ann Arbor has better maintained
dams, and they pay $500K per year for their insurance.
Without insurance, the City residents will end up paying for an incident, should one occur. This would be levied
through taxes, already an issue in Ypsilanti.
Fun Fact: Ford Lake has the only self sustaining population of walleye in the state. According to the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, removing our dam and increasing the stretch of river available for spawning
would be likely to increase the successful reproduction of walleye and other species such as smallmouth bass and
white bass, benefitting anglers in both the Huron River and Ford Lake.
Thank you. Just another dam fact for your information.
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PETE MURDOCK RESOLUTION
Our friend and third ward council rep, Pete Murdock, continues to battle cancer at
home. He is as feisty as ever (which is saying something) and is comfortable, with
no pain. Council passed a resolution thanking him for his many years of service to
Ypsilanti and his championing key of issues.
Council Member Pete Murdock
The City of Ypsilanti is honored to acknowledge and pay tribute to Council
Member Pete Murdock, an exceptional individual that served City of Ypsilanti and
its citizens with extreme dedication; and
Whereas, Pete Murdock was born in Boston Massachusetts; and
WHEREAS, Pete Murdock arrived in Ypsilanti in the late 1960s, as fable has it his
car broke down in Ypsilanti on course to Chicago; and
WHEREAS, Pete Murdock began serving Ypsilanti’s Ward 3 during the 1970s and then as Mayor in 1983; and
WHEREAS, Pete Murdock always researched best practices in other communities and knew the nuts and bolts of
local governments; and
WHEREAS, the 1980s was a time when Ypsilanti was losing its industrial base and downtown businesses and at the
same time there was an awakening of Ypsilanti’s history and architecture; and
WHEREAS, when there was a need for young leadership to make a change, as a Council Member Pete led the way
and continued throughout the years; and
WHEREAS, Pete Murdock supported rental inspections, the historic district, zoning enforcement, recycling, and
enforcement of building codes at a time when they were not popular positions; and
WHEREAS, Pete Murdock took the unpopular opinion of defending the Historic District Commission’s rejection of
the National Bank’s proposed “cheese grater” facade; and
WHEREAS, with Pete Murdock’s support of Ypsilanti’s Historical District Commission it survived, and is now an
accepted part of Ypsilanti’s local government. When asked why he gave his support he responded “sometimes you
have to do what’s right”; and
WHEREAS, Council Member Murdock is a trail-blazer known for challenging the status-quo and for not being afraid
to face hard issues in order to promote Ypsilanti’s greater good.
NOW, THEREFORE, The City Council of the City of Ypsilanti, in a debt of gratitude, proclaim our deepest
appreciation for all Council Member Murdock has championed on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti.
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BEE CITY, USA
Bee City USA® has renewed City of Ypsilanti’s certification for 2019 following a rigorous renewal application process.
This completed the efforts of Bee City, Ypsilanti to accomplish this recertification, the facilitating committee for City
of Ypsilanti’s efforts to engage the community in promoting pollinator-friendliness.
Bee City USA is an initiative of the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, the largest pollinator protection organization in the world. The Bee City USA certification program galvanizes communities to sustain
pollinators by providing them with healthy habitat, rich in a variety of native plants and free to nearly free of
pesticides. Imperiled pollinators like wild bees, honey bees, butterflies, moths, wasps, bats, hummingbirds, and
others are responsible for the reproduction of nearly ninety percent of the world’s wild flowering plant species and
one in every three bites of food we consume.
Check out the Ypsilanti’s Bee City Annual Report!

NEWS FROM GROWING HOPE

BY DAYNA POPKEY

Opening day for the outdoor season of the Ypsilanti Farmers Markets is May
4th! Growing Hope operates two farmers markets May-October:
The Depot Town Market on Saturdays from 9-1 next to the Freighthouse,
and the Downtown Market on Tuesdays from 3-7 at 16 S. Washington
Street next to the Thrift Shop. *Note* The Depot Town Market will move
DOWNTOWN on May 11th to avoid The Color Run.
The last in the spring series of FREE Building Blocks for the Local Food
Entrepreneur classes is Monday, April 29th from 6:30-8pm at the Robert C.
Barnes Sr. MarketPlace Hall: 16 S. Washington Street. This class will focus
on licensed food production and the Growing Hope Incubator Kitchen.
Learn the steps it takes to get your dream businesses started. Register on
Eventbrite here.

YANKEE AIR MUSEUM NEWS
Yankee Air Museum is very pleased to announce that our good friend and
neighbor at Willow Run Airport, Conrad “Connie” Kalitta has been inducted into
the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame The ceremonies were on Saturday April 13, 2019.
Kalitta is the owner and CEO of Kalitta Air, LLC and is legendary in motorsports.
According to the official announcement, “For his innovative approach to aviation
business, for keeping thousands of Michigan citizens employed, and for being a
champion for aerospace industry, Connie Kalitta embodies the virtues of the
Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame.”
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Yankee Air Museum wrote the application and six of our highly esteemed Hall of Fame members endorsed it. Corey
Kalitta led a delegation from Kalitta Air and Yankee Air Museum to accept the award on behalf of his grandfather
Connie, who was leading Kalitta Motorsports at a major racing event. Corey is working in the engine maintenance
department, gaining first hand experience in all aspects of the company.
We stand in awe of Mr. Kalitta and are glad this world-renowned racer and aviator calls Michigan his home!

DOWNTOWN AMBASSADORS: BEGINING EARLY JUNE
In a fun collaboration with Ozone House, the City, and the DDA: Ypsilanti will have “Ambassadors” in our downtowns
this summer. Four part-time young people will be walking through our downtowns, greeting visitors and helping
them with directions and maps. They will be easily identifiable by a t-shirt uniform, and will be supervised by
Ozone House.
Many of our businesses have become ‘destination’ businesses, ones that people come to our city to patronize.
Unicorn Feed and Supply is one example, approximately 85% of their traffic is from out of town
(kind of impressive, right?). These Ambassadors can help visitors feel welcome and direct them to other businesses
and restaurants that might be of interest.
In addition, we will have extra eyes and hands available to help with small trash pick up and just in general a
welcoming atmosphere.
Please greet our Ambassadors and welcome THEM to their new summer role in our city when they start.

HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
2nd Annual Turnabout for
YPSI PRIDE
Friday 5/10/19 9pm-2am
Bona Sera Underground
200 W. Michigan Ave.
		
FB Event Page

You are welcome to view the inclusion of this event as self-serving (or self-undermining, depending on your
perspective). I am participating in the Turnabout event for many reasons:
• Ypsi Pride is becoming one of the key Pride events in the state and growing -- I want to support its success and
growth
• This is nostalgic for me, having tended bar at The Railroad Crossing (a Lesbian bar) in the early and mid-80s
(hint: staff shows were an annual event)
• What the heck! It is just plain fun!
So come to this event and laugh at me, celebrate and support Ypsi Pride, and have some fun. I look forward to
seeing you there!
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DIVERSITY
Housing Affordability and
Accessibility Committee Forum
Thursday 5/2/19 6:30pm
Riverside Arts Center
76 N. Huron St.
FB Event Page
Protecting residents who have lower incomes or are who are having a hard time affording the cost of living in
Ypsilanti is a real and present issue. Costs are rising, housing is at a premium, many of our neighbors are feeling it,
and sometimes having to make hard decisions because of those issues.
This event is a discussion about those issues and what can be done about it. The HAAC is a subcommittee of the City
Planning Commission and has been looking at housing affordability issues to provide input into our existing Master
Plan. I encourage you to attend this forum to learn more about this important and dynamic issue in our community.

HERITAGE
Bridging 23 Unity Walk
Saturday 6/1/19 8:30am-12pm
Ypsilanti to Ann Arbor,
Location TBA
			
FB Event Page

Start making plans for June 1. Bridging 23 is coming back and is bigger and better than ever.
Bridging 23 Unity Walk began in 2018, walking from Ann Arbor to Ypsilanti. The Unity Walk is designed
to build unity between the East and the West side of Washtenaw County. There is a very real perception
in Washtenaw County that the County is divided by race and economics, with US-23 as the dividing line.
The goal of the Unity Walk is to show that we, as a county, can live, work and play together for the
benefit of all residents regardless of race or economics. In 2019, the Bridging 23 Unity Walk will be from
Ypsi to Ann Arbor.

MAYORAL OFFICE HOURS

Sunday, April 28, 2019 1- 4pm
Biggby Coffee
1510 Washtenaw

This is a drop-in event. Ask me/tell me anything. What is on your mind? There is certainly a lot going on. Parking on
your mind? Peninsular Dam? Got a complaint or need? Question about how to handle an issue? Seriously, I offer you
complete access. Come on down and let’s chat!
I rotate locations for my office hours throughout the City, spending one month in each Ward. I come to you! Last
month, I was at Parkridge Community Center in Ward 1. Next month, I will be at Cutivate in Ward 3. Biggby Coffee is
in Ward 2 for this month. If you wondered how I make my choices about location, now you know.
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Budget Survey
https://cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Main-Forms-10/Budget-and-Goal-Setting-Survey-68
Bee City USA Annual Report
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1udOjT4mbSFISz1_qQ3YCk04lE13YYxnh/view
Depot Town Farmers Market
https://www.facebook.com/events/432430100635762/
Downtown Farmers Market
https://www.facebook.com/events/1086208491590345/
Building Blocks for the Local Food Entrepreneur classes
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-blocks-for-the-local-food-entrepreneur-licensed-food-production-and-the-growing-hope-tickets-55928086412
2nd Annual Turnabout for Ypsi Pride
https://www.facebook.com/events/401467894022610/
Housing Affordability and Accessibility Committee Forum
https://www.facebook.com/events/787784221590350/
Bridging 23 Unity Walk
https://www.facebook.com/events/544256996066475/
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