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MAYORAL BULLETIN

CITY COUNCIL
UPDATES
Ypsi’s Ward 3 Council Rep Passes:
It is with great personal sadness that I share the passing of Pete Murdock, our
long-serving City Council Rep and former Mayor.
Pete taught me how to campaign. In 1997, I was a part of the Ypsi Campaign for
Equality, trying to protect our Non Discrimination Ordinance at the ballot box. In
that effort, Pete and Grace were elemental. They invited us into to their home and
taught us how to run a campaign. Pete shared his voter database with us; at that
time, it was on 3 X 5 cards, which we painstakingly typed into a computer
database. This was pre-Excel!
Pete walked us through all the steps of a Get-Out-The-Vote campaign, what to do
when, how to do it, and why. I am the campaigner I am today because of
Pete Murdock, so you can blame him for me being Mayor, in a way.
His passing is a big loss to the city. His historical knowledge alone is irreplaceable.
Goodbye, Pete. I will miss you.
Photo © Kate de Fuccio
Obituary:
Peter J. Murdock, 76, of Ypsilanti, Michigan, passed away on May 4, 2019, at his home after a short illness.

He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on May 1, 1943, son of the late Grant and Irene Konikow Murdock. He is
survived by his wife, Grace Sweeney. He is also survived by his sister Susan Murdock of Bradenton, Florida.
Pete graduated from Eastern Michigan University in 1996 with a bachelor’s degree in political science. For the
majority of his career, Pete worked in the non-profit recycling sector, first with the Ypsilanti Recycling Project where
he developed Ypsilanti’s curbside recycling program and expanded the recycling drop-off center. Later he was
employed by Recycle Ann Arbor, retiring in 2005.
Raised in a family of activists, Pete was a life-long campaigner for civil rights. Upon moving to Ypsilanti in the late
1960s, Pete immediately became involved in local causes, including helping form the Ypsilanti Food Co-op. He also
worked with the Ypsilanti Tenants’ Union and SOS. While employed at Motor Wheel, he was active in the UAW and
served as his local chapter’s safety steward.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 1
After purchasing their Craftsman bungalow on River Street, Pete and his wife played key roles in the founding of the
Ypsilanti East Side Neighborhood Association and were early supporters of the Depot Town Association, working to
revitalize the Depot Town commercial area.
Pete dominated Ypsilanti politics for more than 30 years. In 1978, Pete was elected as a Democrat to the first of three
consecutive terms as a Ypsilanti City Council Member. He became Mayor in 1982 and went on to be re-elected to
that position in 1983, 1985, and 1987. He was later elected for additional City Council terms in 1991, 2008, 2012, and
2016. He was the longest serving Council member in the history of Ypsilanti with more than 25 years of service.
While serving the city, Pete was known for his fairness, efficiency, and attention to detail. He prioritized projects that
focused on environmentalism, sustainability, historic preservation, financial stability, and public transportation.
Notable accomplishments include forming the Eastern Washtenaw County Safety Alliance, expanding
anti-discrimination policies, creating a self-sustaining Energy Efficiency Fund, supporting solar power projects,
building community policing, and campaigning to join the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority.
A memorial service project is planned for later in the spring in Prospect Park in Ypsilanti.
Open Council Seat:
The City Charter dictates that when a Council seat with less than 2 years remaining in the term becomes open,
it must be filled by the third subsequent regular meeting. That means that we must move forward while we are
mourning Pete Murdock’s passing. See below for the process in place to comply with that time
requirement.
City Council Accepting Applications for Ward 3 Council Member Vacancy:
The Ypsilanti City Council is accepting applications to fill the Council Member – Ward 3 vacancy. Applications are
available on the city’s website at www.cityofypsilanti.com and at the
City Clerk’s office
1 S. Huron Street,
Ypsilanti, MI.
To be eligible to be appointed to this position, you must have resided within the City of Ypsilanti Ward 3 for a
minimum of 30 days prior to your appointment to Council; and you must have been a registered voter in Ward 3 on
or before May 5, 2019.
All applications must be completed on the application form and received by the City Clerk in person at Ypsilanti City
Hall no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21, 2019. Candidate interviews will take place Tuesday, May 28, 2019
with a possible Council vote and swearing in shortly thereafter.
Increase in technology coming to a City Council chamber near you:
Clerk Hellenga is energized and working on a fairly tight timeline with a goal of getting live streaming set up and
running for Council chambers. This involves getting a new sound system (much needed!), installing the video
equipment, having the appropriate software and hardware installed to link the stream to agendas and minutes and,
lastly, to have staff trained on all of the new processes!
This has been a long-time goal of mine and the community’s. I commend the residents who have used their
personal time and equipment to stream many community and city meetings. Live Ypsi and other individuals who
spent long meetings with their personal cell phones locked up for streaming purposes are a dedicated bunch and
we all owe them a hearty Thank You!
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CONT. PG. 2
Peninsular Dam:
On Tuesday, May 7, Council voted to remove the Peninsular Dam. Our next steps will be will be simultaneous. While
the City begins seeking grants that will pay for the majority of the removal costs, concluding research on some
aspects of the environmental impacts will be conducted.
This is a big project and it will take a long time to complete it. It could take possibly more than two years and I want
everyone to know that up front. Seeing no visible action does not mean no work is being done. I will keep you
apprised as we move forward.
Parks:
You may see some equipment disappear from our parks over the next few weeks. To put in the replacement
equipment (benches, grills, etc) some of it has to be removed first. Don’t panic! (à la Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Universe) It’s just part of the improvements and repairs.

GUN VIOLENCE AND YPSILANTI:
Many of you heard of the fatal shooting that occured this week in our city. This tragedy will have deep and terrible
repercussions to the victim’s family and loved ones. My deepest condolences for this person’s tragic death at such a
young age.
Gun violence is an issue not just in our city, but across our entire country. In Ypsilanti, we are seeing an increase in
gun violence. This last incident is another sad example of the deep harm this pervasive problem is causing.
Guns are controversial in our country. The losses and pain they cause is not. What do we want for our city, for our
youth, for our future? Is this level of violence acceptable to us? I think these are some of the questions we need to
ask and discuss. If you have ideas for city-level action, come talk to me -- see Mayor’s Office Hours below.

YANKEE AIR MUSEUM NEWS:
Lisa and I had the pleasure of visiting the Yankee Air Museum last month. I love museums, and we are so lucky to
have several good museums in our area. We loved our visit! Our guide was fantastic, the exhibits were interesting
and well presented, and the stories covered a diverse and complex history of ALL the people who built, flew and
staffed the planes throughout aviation history, especially in time of war. I encourage you to check it out when you
get a free afternoon. You will leave feeling proud and grateful. Here is some news:
Wings and Wheels Presented by Sesi Lincoln: This fantastic automobile and airplane show is returning on Sunday,
June 23, 2019 from 10:00AM until 4:00PM on the ramp at Hangar 1, Willow Run Airport, West side. Located at 801
Kirk Profit Drive, Ypsilanti Michigan, this is the hangar from which Yankee Air Museum operates its historic planes.
Get up close to an amazing array of rare classic cars (selected by invitation only) and historic aircraft, all on display
together on the tarmac. Outstanding opportunities to chat up the owners and capture great photos.
The general public is welcome and tickets are $20.00 in advance and $25.00 on the day of the event. Admission for
kids age 15 and under is free. Plenty of free parking available and food trucks will be on site. Net event proceeds
benefit the Yankee Air Museum. This is the destination of the year for automotive and aviation cognoscenti. Air
Adventure rides will be available on Yankee Air Museum’s vintage World War II era aircraft, a B-17 Flying Fortress and
C-47 Skytrain along with its Waco biplane.
For more information contact Elisa Guyton at elisa.guyton@yankeeairmuseum.org
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PFAS NEWS:
New Report Vastly Expands Number of PFAS Sites -- Gongwer Article
Michigan has 192 sites contaminated with perfluoroalkyl and
polyfluoroalkyl substances spread across most of the Lower
Peninsula and the more populated areas of the Upper Peninsula,
the Environmental Working Group (EWG) said in a report released
Monday.
The report shows Michigan to have by far more PFAS sites than any
other state and nearly four times as many sites as reported by the
Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (DEGLE).
The State of Michigan, in its most recent report, counted only 49
sites across the state. In all, the report showed 610 contaminated
sites in 43 states. California was second behind Michigan with 47 and New Jersey Third with 43.
EWG said Michigan is ahead of other states in numbers of sites because it is also testing more for the chemicals. “It
reinforces the fact that PFAS chemicals are everywhere – when you look for them, you find them,” the group said in
a statement.
DEGLE officials did not return requests for comment on the report.
Those involved with the report said it shows the need for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to set standards for the chemicals.
“The updated map shows that PFAS contamination is truly a nationwide problem, impacting millions of Americans
in hundreds of communities,” Phil Brown, a professor of sociology and health sciences at Northeastern University
and director of the Social Science Environmental Health Research Institute, which provided data for the report.
“Leaders in many communities and states are doing great work to raise awareness about PFAS and push for
cleanup, but this is a national crisis demanding national action. The EPA should act more quickly to evaluate all
PFAS chemicals and restrict their use, and polluting industries should be held responsible.”

CAN EDUCATIONAL SUMMER PROGRAM FACILITATOR
Candidates must be available Monday-Friday from 9:30am-5:30pm June 17, 2019 – August 9, 2019
(some exceptions apply).
Educational Summer Program Facilitators work with a dedicated team to operate the Educational Summer Camp
program for Community Action Network (CAN) at one of CAN’s multiple sites, partnering with elementary-aged
children to develop academic, art & design, social-emotional skills, play, and more.
CAN summer staff have a positive, can-do attitude, enjoy collaborating with a team, are passionate about working
with children & youth, and are comfortable with leading guided learning activities.
This position is through the AmeriCorps VISTA Summer Associate program.
Through AmeriCorps, Summer Associates are paid about $472 bi-weekly with an Education Award option of $1,289
that can be put toward tuition or past/future student loans (or the alternative to the Education Award is the cash
stipend, which will be $276 for the 8-week program this year).
Interested in this position? Email Derrick Miller at dmiller@canannarbor.org to set up an interview.
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GETTING AROUND YPSILANTI BY BICYCLE- GIVE IT A TRY
Ypsilanti is a great place to bicycle, be it for exercise, to run errands, to travel to class or work, or to just explore our City. If you have not been on a bicycle for a while, join others during May (which is national Bicycle
Month) to hope back on the saddle.
Need a tune up first? Take your bike to the Ypsi Bike Co-Op free repair station at the Depot Town Saturday
Farmers Market or to our in-town bicycle shop, HEH Cycles on S. Huron Street. Looking for a quiet traffic-free
place to ride? Try the Border To Border Trail where from Eastern Michigan University you can ride all the way
into Ann Arbor or the U of M Matthaei Botanical Gardens off-road. And if you need to make a trip to the Post
Office, library, or visit restaurants and merchants, the Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority has installed a number of bike racks where you can safely lock your bike to.
And yes, bicycling can be safe with these tips from the City of Ypsilanti Non-Motorized Advisory Committee…
For Cyclists
• Wear a helmet.
• Obey all traffic laws, especially stop signs and signals. It not only keeps you safe and
predictable, but its also the law for bicycle riders.
• If riding at night, wear brighter clothing and always have a working front and rear light.
• Be aware of at all times, and be courteous to, motorists. Share the road!
• What Every Michigan Bicyclist Should Know is an excellent tool to have to help keep you safe on the
road. This also contains all the Michigan bicycle law information. There is even a version for kids.
Download both HERE
For Motorists
• When approaching a bicyclist be patient. They could be a mother, father, veteran, or child just trying
to arrive somewhere safely just like you.
• Stay off the cell phone and concentrate on driving. In Michigan car crashes with distracted driving as
a contributing factor are skyrocketing.
• Give the bicyclist 3 feet of clearance when passing. As of 2018, this is the law in Michigan.
• When turning left or right, or backing up, double check for both cyclists and pedestrians.
• Share the road with bicyclists. By Michigan law, bicycles have a right to ride on the majority of 		
roads (just not on interstate highways).
Local Bicycling References
• Bike Ypsi
• Bike-Bus-Walk Ypsi
• Ypsi Bike Co-Op
• Friends of the Border To Border Trail
• City of Ypsilanti Non-Motorized Advisory Committee

NEWS FROM GROWING HOPE

BY DAYNA POPKEY

The Ypsi Farmers Markets are Open! Regular market times and places are Tuesday 3-7 Downtown at 16 S
Washington and Saturday 9-1 in Depot Town next to the Freighthouse.
This Saturday 5/11 the Saturday market will MOVE DOWNTOWN because the Color Run will be in Depot Town.

5
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BRIDGING 23 UNITY WALK, JUNE 1, 2019
The Bridging 23 Unity Walk is designed to build unity between the East and the West side of Washtenaw County.
There is a very real perception in Washtenaw County that the County is divided by Race and Economics and US 23
is the dividing line. The goal of the Bridging 23 Unity Walk is to show that that perception is wrong and that we, as a
county, live, work and play together for the benefit of all Washtenaw County residents regardless of Race or economics.
Robin Stephens is an Ann Arbor-based criminal defense attorney who hatched the idea for the over eight-mile walk
after the Dispute Resolution Center and the Association for Youth Empowerment organized the first Bridging 23
Forum in April 2017. That event invited Ann Arbor and Ypsi residents, including Stephens, to come together and talk
openly about what many feel is a significant divide between the two neighboring communities.
Robin continues: Through our discussions I said, “Others’ experiences were so different from mine that I was like,
‘Wow, do we live in the same place?’” At the end of the first Bridging 23 Forum, participants were challenged to
think within themselves about something you could do to help bridge the community. So I thought that this walk
would be a good way to try and bridge the community. In my 30-plus years of living here, there is a clear distinction
between those living on the west side of the county and those living on the east.
The first Unity Walk last year began shortly after 9 a.m. with emphasis on it being a walk and not a race. And just as
the walk was designed to promote, almost immediately the group, strangers, started striking up conversations with
each other. Some walkers made a point of shifting conversation partners every half-mile or so. There were conversations about college basketball with a retired Ypsi school guidance counselor, restorative justice with a woman from
Chelsea whose son was recently released from prison, small talk with a U-M secretary, and more.
That’s exactly what I had hoped for, inspired by my experiences doing Three-Day Walks for the Susan G. Komen
Foundation. “I met some wonderful people and we talked about everything, because you’re trying to get the miles
in and you’ve got nothing to do but talk. I learned a lot… People asked me if they could run or if they could ride a
bike, and I said, ‘Nope. You’ve got to walk, because if you’re walking, you’re talking.’”

The Turnabout event for tonight (May 10) is postponed
and will likely be reschuduled. I was to be a performer,
and I know you are all devastated to miss me make a fool
of myself. No worries, when I comes back, I will be on
stage with all of my clumsy enthusiasm. Meantime, you
and I both have Friday off.
See you all at Pride! June 7!
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
Cypher Session Mondays
Monday 5/13/19 10pm
734 Brewing Company
15 E. Cross St.
		
FB Event Page
Bi-weekly Networking Event focusing on Hip Hop Artists and Producers. Featuring a different producer every week
to playing beats available for sale on the spot. We have Invited some of the top engineers in Washtenaw County
from The Workshop, The Boneyard and Suite 328 to be available to book studio sessions. Artists are
encouraged to come out to network,
freestyle and shop beats.

DIVERSITY
Sensory Friendly Saturday
Saturday 5/25/19 1:30am-3pm
Pease Auditorium,
494 College Place
Register Here for Free

A concert hosted by the Ann Arbor Symphony geared towards patrons who experience autism spectrum disorders and their families. It is an adapted, wiggle-friendly environment!

HERITAGE

			

Ypsi Sings With Soul
Friday 7/5/19 6:30pm
YDL- Michigan
229 W. Michigan Ave.
FB Event Page

Come sing along at this family-friendly event featuring a host of local musicians and all your old favorites from
the soul, funk, R&B, and hip hop genres. No singing ability necessary. Just come belt ‘em out with your neighbors.
Featuring songs by James Brown, Aretha, Prince, MJ, Temptations, Rick James, Public Enemy, etc. Location: Ypsilanti
District Library-Michigan Ave Branch, 229 W. Michigan Ave, outside (weather-permitting). If it rains, we will be inside.

BASHERT’S BI-WEEKLY MAYORAL BULLETIN. MAY 1O, 2019

8

COLOR RUN- TOMORROW - MAY 11
This is another reminder that color run is tommorrow!
This means a lot of temporary street closures around the city. Please notice the race route. Cars will be towed if
parked along it starting at 6am. There will be restricted access within the race route from 7am to noon. You will not
be able to enter or exit the area with a vehicle during this time.

Street closures include

Cross St. from N. River to College Place,
N. River from Michigan Ave to Forest Ave.
Forest Ave. from N. River St. to College Place
Lowell St, from N. Huron River Drive to Forest Ave.
College Place from Forest to Cross St.
Hamilton St. from Lowell St. to Washtenaw Ave.
Washtenaw Ave from Hamilton St. to N. Huron St.
N. Huron St./Huron River Dr. to Lowell St.
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Sunday, May 19, 2019 1- 4pm
Cultivate Coffee and Taphouse
307 N. River St.

A reminder: This is a casual, drop in event. No appointment is necessary. There are no restrictions on topics, questions or concerns. Do you have questions about Pen Dam? The train stop? Roads? Neighborhood concerns? Come
by, say hello, and let’s talk about it. See you then!
I rotate locations for my office hours throughout the City, spending one month in each Ward. I come to you! Last
month, I was in Ward 2. Next month, I will be in Ward 1.
If you wondered how I make my choices about location, now you know.

IN COMMUNITY,

Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

What Every Bicyclist should Know: https://www.lmb.org/bike-mi/what-every-michigan-bicyclist-must-know.
Safe Passing Laws: https://www.lmb.org/2018/07/michigans-safe-passing-law-faq
Bike Ypsi: www.bikeypsi.org
Bike-Bus-Walk Ypsi: www.bbwypsi.org
Ypsi Bike Co-Op: www.facebook.com/ypsibikecoop
Friends of the Border To Border Trail: www.bordertoborder.org
City of Ypsilanti Non-Motorized Advisory Committee : www.cityofypsilanti.com/296/Non-Motorized-Advisory-Committee
Bridging 23 Unity Walk: https://thedisputeresolutioncenter.org/ and http://ayedetroit.org/
Ypsi Pride Turnabout Postponement: https://www.facebook.com/events/401467894022610/
Cypher Session Mondays: https://www.facebook.com/events/2151390904938506/
Sensory Friendly Saturday: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sensory-friendly-saturday-tickets-56142264023?aff=ebdssbcitybrowse
Ypsi Sings With Soul: https://www.facebook.com/events/408151299958123/

