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MAYORAL BULLETIN

PETE MURDOCK MEMORIAL
Grace Sweeney, Pete’s widow, is planning a memorial to honor and remember him.
Here are some details about what will be included:
• Ice Cream Social
• Storytelling about Pete
• Tree Planting
The memorial will take place on Sunday June 9, 2-4pm at Prospect Park.
The chairs, ice cream, and tree will be provided. Stories -- you bring the stories!
Photo © Kate de Fuccio
Grace and all of us want to hear your Pete stories, and we know you have them. So, pull them
out of the attic, dust them off, and let them run around the Park on June 9 with everyone else’s.
See you there!

CITY COUNCIL
UPDATES
Budgeting:
Budgeting is taking up a lot of time in City Hall right now. We are heading towards one more big session on it, then
we make some final decisions. After that, the City capacity for regular business will return to a more normal pace.
Train Platform/Stop:
As we continue to wait for the original CRISI grant opportunity to open up, we found another option. This is called a
BUILD Grant and is also a good fit for part of the funding to build the platform. We are
working with OHM to write these grants; OHM is the engineering firm we contract with on our various City projects.
Road Repairs:
We are getting a lot of requests for much-needed road maintenance, repairs, hole filling, etc.
Partly this is seasonal -- spring reveals a lot of problems. Partly this is Michigan, and, as a state, we have not allocated
enough funds to our roads. This goes back to the Engler administration. It took decades to create the worst roads in
the nation, it will take a while to repair them. The same is true of Ypsilanti. In addition to the problems you can see,
we have several other major roads issues we are anticipating in next few years that have to be planned in advance
so we have money designated for them. Please be patient, we are working on it.
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UPCOMING CITY BUSINESS:
June 11 Council Work Session:
Work sessions are intended to generate a sense of the wishes of Council to help guide staff for next steps.
Generally, votes are not taken; it’s more like a lightly guided discussion with staff and public present. The two
topics at this upcoming work session are Roads and Recreational Marijuana.
•

Roads:
We have immediate and long-term needs that must be planned and discussed. There are two bridges in our
city that are going to need major repairs in the next 2-5 years. Fifteen years ago, we paved all the streets in the
neighborhoods. The life span of such neighborhood streets is about 20 years, so what are our next steps? What
about the Huron/Hamilton bridge over I-94, which needs to be redesigned/painted, and made safer (2022 for
that).

•

Recreational Marijuana:
While this can get complicated quickly and easily, the question before Council at the June 11 work session will
be pretty basic. Do we want to have regulated recreational marijuana sales in the City or not? Details will not
be decided at this meeting, just a basic thumbs up or thumbs down.

BRIDGING 23 UNITY WALK: JUNE 1, 2019
Ypsilanti is the opening host this year.
Join us for a light breakfast and some inspiring words from Yours Truly (that’s me) on Saturday June 1.
Bridging 23 Unity March is designed to build unity between the East and the West side of Washtenaw County. There
is a very real perception that the County is divided by race and economics and that US 23 is the dividing line. The
goal of the Bridging 23 Unity Walk is to show that that perception is wrong and that we, as a county, live, work and
play together for the benefit of all Washtenaw County residents regardless of Race or economics.
The event will begin at 8:30am with a rally at Ypsilanti City Hall and the walk will begin at 9:00am. There will be rest
stops with water refills, food, and a bathroom along the route.
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN REFILLABLE WATER BOTTLE!
You don’t have to walk the entire route. We will have sweeper cars to give people rides who can’t make the entire
walk. Please participate even if you only walk a block! UNITY FOR OUR COMMUNITY!!

Photos © Doug Coombe second wave media
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS:
The Ypsilanti Community Schools (YCS) academic year is coming to an end soon -- the
year has been one of change and a “Stronger Together” mantra! The district has recently
hired a new superintendent, Alena Zachery-Ross (who served as interim superintendent
for the 2018-19 school year), along with a new assistant superintendent, Dr. Carlos Lopez,
who will focus on the district’s curriculum and academic success.
Throughout the year, YCS has celebrated many successes with our students and staff, starting with Mr. Chip Bennett
winning Teacher of the Year from the A2Y Chamber! Our Grizzly Robotics team once again is making their way to
Nationals and 65 YCS students were invited to have their art displayed at the U.S. Education Department building in
Washington D.C. This year’s Class of 2019 has graduating seniors who have received over $129,100 in outside
scholarships and $1,052,276 in institutional aid, which includes scholarships and grants from colleges and
universities. Congratulations to all!
As we move forward to the summer months, please join us for the 3rd Annual Jazz in the Parking Lot on Friday,
July 26, 2019, with Detroit Queen of the Blues, Thornetta Davis. The night will be filled with music and community
starting at 7 p.m. at Shadford Field (Ypsilanti Community High School football field). Jazz in the Parking Lot is a free
community event!
We will also have our 3rd Annual Back to School Bash at Prospect Park on Saturday, August 31, 2019, starting at
12-3 p.m. This event is brought to the community by Ypsilanti Community Schools, United Sonz, and Puffer Reds,
plus other YCS Event Series sponsors. Students in the community will receive free backpacks, school supplies,
haircuts, BBQ lunch, plus other fun activities, plus community vendors. Last year, we had over 1,200 guests attend
this event and over 900 backpacks given out to students in and out of the district. Join us for this free event
celebrating the 2019-20 school year!
--Taryn M.R. Willis, M.S. Ed
Marketing and Communications Coordinator
www.ycschools.us

SINGLE USE PLASTICS:
Let’s talk about single use plastic, litter, and our town for a few minutes.
I am an admitted environmentalist, tree hugger, greenie… whatever name (pejorative or friendly) that you can
come up with to describe someone who is passionate about being environmentally responsible, that is me.
Thankfully, I represent a City that embraces those values to a high degree.
My home, City Hall, our fire station, our library, our DPS building, two of our community centers, and more are all
solar powered (either partially or fully), for instance. Our town is designated as a Bee City USA (with one Bee Safe
Neighborhood--Normal Park), we hold a very nice Earth Day event, and there are many other examples of our
community demonstrating how very important these values are to residents.
Recently, the Council passed a resolution to not purchase single use plastic (SUP) items for City use. Only a tiny
percentage of them are recycled. Instead, these SUPs end up in the landfill or ocean, almost without exception. But
let’s focus on the ocean for a moment, shall we?
Albatrosses, whales, dolphins, and other animals in the ocean are dying because
of literally tons of plastic floating, sinking, and drifting onto shores overseas.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 3
Straws, plastic sheets, candy wrappers, water bottles (don’t get me started about water bottles, that is a LONG
tirade), cups, cup lids, plastic silverware, bags, etc… These items never decompose, they just get ground down into
smaller and smaller plastic particles. I find these items on the ground all over town. Animals and birds die of
starvation because they become filled with plastic and have no room for nutritious food. It’s a terrible death and I
am mortified that we contribute to that.
I pick up plastic trash as I walk. Every item I pick up is NOT going directly to the ocean. This is of course not a perfect
solution. That said, it is more than nothing. Here are a few things we can all do:
1. Refuse straws in restaurants, use steel straws, ask restaurants to switch to paper straws.
2. Bring a travel cup with you into the coffee house or to-go restaurant. Ask them to put your beverage in
that instead of a plastic cup with a lid and a straw.
3. Pick up plastics as you walk around town. Anything that doesn’t go into the ocean is a score. I pick up
about 2-6 items (or more) on almost every walk I take in town. There is always a garbage can nearby, so it
is not a big deal.
4. Stop buying bottled water. Period. For many reasons, including:
		
a. It’s taking water from the Great Lakes basin which we will need in the future climate change
		
environment.
		
b. There is not a deposit on these bottles so a large percentage of them end up as litter (people just
		
drop them when they are done, apparently).
		
c. In Ypsilanti, our water is healthy and safe, not to mention delicious.
5. Consider packaging in your shopping decisions. How much plastic is used to wrap up each purchase adds
up.
6. Pay more attention to recycling, what is recyclable, what is not, how they are intended to be recycled, etc.
We are lucky to have the free use of the Recycle Ann Arbor drop-off site for all city residents!
Get more information here.
Do it for the whales, dolphins, the shores overseas that are being overwhelmed by trash from the ocean. Here are a
few articles that may help increase your awareness.
https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/pft/2018/5/14/albatross
https://www.cnn.com/2019/05/16/asia/australia-plastic-islands-intl/index.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/03/whale-dies-88-pounds-plastic-philippines/

AATA: THE RIDE NEWS
TheRide Announces Spring/Summer Service Schedule
Schedules go into effect Sunday, May 5, 2019
ANN ARBOR, MI – The Ann Arbor Area Transportation Authority (TheRide) is implementing its spring/summer
service schedule that will go into effect on Sunday, May 5, 2019. Seasonal schedule changes will be made on two
routes that serve Eastern Michigan University and the University of Michigan.
Seasonal schedule changes coincide with the Spring and Summer semesters on the campuses of Eastern Michigan
University and the University of Michigan:
• Route 41: EMU College of Business Shuttle
Service will be suspended during Eastern Michigan University’s Spring/Summer semesters and will resume
on September 4, 2019.
• Route 62: U-M – State
Service will be reduced to every 18 minutes in the mornings and afternoons and every 36 minutes in the
evenings during the University of Michigan’s Spring/Summer semesters

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 4
There are several events within the community this Spring and Summer as well as construction that is scheduled
that may impact TheRide’s service, including the William Street Bikeway project. Sign up for TheRide’s MyAlerts
system to receive service disruption information by email.
The latest information on TheRide’s routes, schedules and detours is available in the Ride Guide, at (734) 996-0400,
and on TheRide.org.

END THE VIOLENCE RALLY:
Last week, a young man was killed in an appalling act of violence at
the Avenue Market on Michigan Avenue. Marquis Gillespie was shot
multiple times after a verbal disagreement. The 16 year old who has
been arraigned in his murder will be charged as an adult and faces a
potential life in prison.
Both families’ lives are dramatically changed, filled with pain and loss
that I cannot imagine. There is absolutely no reason a 16 year old
should be carrying a loaded weapon unless it is for sports or hunting.
I am outraged and saddened at the impact the easy presence of guns
has in our town.
Marquis will never grow to have his own family. Because of a teenage
disagreement. Marquis’ family will never see him finish growing up.
Because of the loose gun laws in our country.
Marquis potential to be all that he might have become has been lost.
Forever. Because of an easy acceptance of violence and guns in our
culture.
The young man who killed him will spend the rest of his life in prison
or will carry this burden for the rest of his life. HIS family will suffer
along with him.
Saturday, there was a Stop the Violence Rally with participation from
the Sheriff’s department. The Interrupters, people who are trained to
reach out into the community to prevent violence before it happens,
were there as well. There are way too many of these deaths, the cost to our families and communities is deep and
generational. I am grateful to all the folks who pulled together the rally and are doing the challenging work to
change the climate of violence in our community.
If you want to get involved with the Interrupters, there will be a gathering Saturday June 8 from 12-4pm at Perry
Child Development Center. See the flier for more information.

YPSI SOLAR DOES IT AGAIN!
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RECOGNIZES YPSILANTI AS A LOW-INCOME SOLAR EMPOWERMENT ZONE
About two years ago, the City of Ypsilanti partnered with Chart House Energy and SolarYpsi to enter the
Department of Energy Solar in Your Community Challenge. While not winning any money from the challenge, Ypsilanti was recognized as a low-income solar empowerment zone.
SOLAR IN YOUR COMMUNITY CHALLENGE WINNERS
Starting with 170 teams nationwide, 5 teams were awarded money and 12
teams, including Ypsilanti, were acknowledged for their efforts.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 5

Low-Income Empowerment: Helping Communities Most in Need
• Solar Destination Ypsilanti (Ypsilanti, MI) – This team deployed over 600 kW of solar, with 44% of it benefiting
LMI, and plans to install almost 3 MW by late 2019 in an area where median household income is well below the
U.S. average. Local residents were trained to perform solar installation and worked on projects.
• Solar Pioneers (Brooklyn, NY) – This team increased local education and improved customer acquisition in two
low-income communities, creating a training curriculum and empowering youth with the knowledge to be
community ambassadors for solar. They installed 307 kW of solar.
This another great example of Ypsilanti on the national map for their efforts to become a Solar Destination. The city
and local community has been tremendous in their support for solar power and the number of installations
continues to grow. With over 55 watts per capita putting us in the top 20 in the nation for solar power.
Here’s video about our project!
SolarYpsi would like to thank Chart House Energy for their support and helping to make this project successful. We
also continues to seek funds to grow solar power even faster and bring it to the residents that need it the most. Let
us know if you have any ideas.
--Dave Strenski
facebook.com/solarypsi
solarypsi.org

FIRST FRIDAYS CORNER
First Fridays Ypsilanti is back on June 7th, and you won’t want to miss it!
First Fridays Ypsilanti is a self-guided art and culture walk event that
happens on the First Friday of each month.
Created for artists, by artists.
All venues provide free events, including art openings, live music,
art workshops, performance art and more!
June’s First Fridays will have 40 shops, restaurants, and businesses
hosting free events happening around town.
Washington street will be alive with FFY’s biggest production, Ypsi Pride.
This is a block party celebrating Ypsilanti’s Queer Community and
Culture. Dont miss the free Roller Derby Bout by Ann Arbor Derby Dimes at
the corner of Michigan Ave and Hamilton Streets.
14 of the 40 venues will hold events celebrating Ypsi Pride.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
Frog Island Kids Track Club
Thursdays from 6-7pm
10 weeks beginning June 20
Frog Island Park
		
FB Event Page
Look out! Nobody is safe! There are going to be groups of children, running! Actually, a running group for youngsters sounds pretty fun and smart. A free summer run group for kids in grades 1-6 (Fall 2019). The focus will be on
running, fitness oriented games and proper nutrition. Sign up online at ypsirunning.com

DIVERSITY
Summer Beer Fest
Friday Session: July 26 5-9pm Saturday
Session: July 27 1-6pm
Riverside Park
Tickets
I might be stretching the category of Diversity here a
bit, but bear with me. Michigan has many local
breweries, Ypsilanti alone has 3! 150 breweries will
visit Ypsilanti for the Summer Beer Festival, and believe me-- there are a LOT of variations of beer to be had.
Variations = Diversity! Get it? OK, weak I know. But a lot of fun to write.
Either way, this is a signature event that our city is known for and I highly recommend it. The 22th Annual Michigan
Brewers Guild Summer Beer Festival is the largest Michigan-only beer festival in the state. Held along the banks of
the Huron River at Riverside Park in Ypsilanti, the event welcomes more than 150 Michigan breweries and features
more than 1,000 unique Michigan-made beers.
15 sampling tokens are included in the price of a ticket, and additional tokens are for sale at the event for just 50
cents. Food will be also available for purchase inside the festival, and guests will enjoy live music from a variety of
Michigan bands, plus other games and entertainment throughout the event.

HERITAGE
BBQ to Celebrate the Return of
Saturday Meal Delivery!
Sat June 1, 9am-3pm
YMOW 1110 W Cross Street
Seniors ARE our heritage. These folks are walking history, and Ypsilanti Meals
			
FB Event Page
on Wheels helps them stay comfortably and safely in their homes and apartments.
YMOW writes: As a result of our new partnership with Michigan Medicine, YMOW will once again provide Saturday
meal delivery beginning June1. This means clients of YMOW will have access to food seven days a week! We invite
you to celebrate with us! After 13 years, Sat. meal delivery returns and we want to celebrate with YOU, our amazing
community. This event is in partnership with First Baptist Church of Ypsilanti - Thanks for 45 years of supporting
seniors and YMOW! Questions? Ask Rolanda at rolanda@ymow.org.
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MAYORAL OFFICE HOURS
Will be announced shortly- the date has to be rescheduled. Stay Tuned!

IN COMMUNITY,

Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Bridging 23 Unity Walk: https://www.facebook.com/events/636363923481422/
Ann Arbor Recycling Center: https://cityofypsilanti.com/DocumentCenter/View/1830/Ypsilanti-Recyle-Ann-Arbor-Brochure_Page_2?bidId=
William Street Bikeway: http://www.peoplefriendlystreets.org/william-street-bikeway/
AATA MyAlerts: https://www.theride.org/Schedules-Maps-and-Tools/Service-Alerts
Solar in Your Community Challenge Winners: https://mailchi.mp/95466c248a96/winners-announced?e=b78fba2d5c
Solar Ypsi Youtube Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-wbrxGES14
June First Fridays: https://www.facebook.com/events/847835358905567/
Frog Island Kids Track Club: https://www.facebook.com/events/2799738203385913/
Summer Beer Fest Tickets:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mi-brewers-guild-22nd-annual-summer-beer-festival-tickets-60703340325?aff=ehomecard
Ypsi Meals on Wheels BBQ: https://www.facebook.com/events/2309564202701821/

