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MAYORAL BULLETIN
PFAS:
DO’S and DON’TS

Do: Enjoy the river
Do: Canoe, Kayak and play in or near the river
Do: Let your pets jump in and play in it
Do: Get in the water: PFAs is not absorbed through the skin
Do: Stay away from foam on the water
Don’t: Touch or allow your pets to touch foam; this form of PFAs is toxic
Don’t: Eat fish from the Huron River: Fish absorb PFAs and then pass it on to you when you eat it
Don’t: Drink the water; In general, don’t allow it near your mouth to protect you from accidentally ingesting some
water
Fact: PFAs tends to be in the upper levels of water, mostly passing through as the river water flows by
Fact: PFAs is not likely to be in the sediment in the river. It mostly floats and has a low absorption rate in sediment,
etc…
Fact: Our Huron River is beautiful and safe if we know and follow these rules!

GUN VIOLENCE
There has been a sharp increase in the amount of gun violence in our city. Our police department has responded to
a number of shots fired in the last month, more so than we have seen in a while.
We all know about the 16-year-old boy who was killed recently. I would love it if that were the last sad loss of life due
to guns in our city. Until that day comes, here is a list of some things that are being done in Ypsilanti to reduce gun
violence:
The Cream has proposed a Gun Buy-Back event for late in August: https://www.thecream.org/
Interrupters are working door to door.
SWAG initiative: Summer Without Any Guns. More information on this is below.
Our local Police Department is working with the Gun Buy-Back program and other partners to get guns and
the people who use them inappropriately off the streets.
Mothers Demand Action for Gun Sense in America had a recent, well-attended rally to bring attention to the
problem.
More is needed. Much more.
This is a societal problem at all levels in our nation. The federal government has
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proven time and time again that they will not take necessary action in this arena.
It is up to us to do what we can ourselves.
We have to send a message of intolerance of all gun violence in our city and it has to be STRONG! And LOUD! It
cannot waver. It cannot be ok to think that use of a gun is an answer to any problem or dispute. Our young people
are the most at risk. If only to protect them, let’s band together and keep our city safe and healthy.

ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT: YARDS & GARDENS
With summer weather finally arriving, many of us are gardening. There are
many different types of gardens: vegetable, formal, simple, complex, wild
flowers, annual, perennial, pollinator, permaculture… and more.
My own personal front yard is a pollinator garden with wildflowers,
annuals, perennials, some bushes, etc. Not to mention yard signs. It is busy!
I truly understand the desire to have a yard that reflects personal style,
sense of beauty, and nature. It is my spouse’s pride and joy.
Ordinance Enforcement has issued some warnings for front yard gardens
recently, and that has raised questions. I hope to clarify our goals
somewhat below:
Weeds: One person’s “weeds” are another person’s “wildflowers.” Beauty is
in the eye of the beholder. It is not the city’s goal to judge the choice of
plants, so rest easy.
Height: There are height restrictions on grass and weeds. 10 Inches high, is
the limit. This does not include managed garden beds, trimmed bushes, or
trees. The key word here is “managed.”
The goal of ordinance enforcement is to have managed front yards, whatever the theme is. Your yard/garden
should demonstrate an effort at managed cultivation, rather than neglect.
If you receive a warning that does not make sense to you, our ordinance officers will work with you to explain what
is needed, hear what you are hoping to accomplish, and find a way to make it work, if possible.

EDUCATE YOUTH
Ypsilanti is lucky to have Educate Youth in our community! It is an all-inclusive youth organization. They encourage
youth to examine and to learn about issues of justice, diversity and social responsibility through action. Educate
Youth provides a learning environment for youth while cultivating partnerships with the community.
Educate Youth Summer Program combines academic classes in the morning and social activities in the afternoon
while offering a holistic approach to learning. The summer program is open to Ypsilanti students between the age
12-16. Program dates run from July 8-August 23. 10-11am Monday-Thursday from 10-11am.
Educate Youth is looking for reading buddies for our reading program. If you are looking for volunteer experience
and love teens--Educate Youth is the place to be. As a volunteer, you will make the reading experience a positive
one. All of the students who attend Educate Youth’s summer program are the
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the choice to strengthen their reading, writing and arithmetic instead of “being on summer vacation.” They are the
best of the best! As a volunteer, your goal is to read and to have fun.
Educate Youth Friday night movies:
July 12: Creed
July 19: Drumline
July 26: Remember the Titans
August 2: Barbershop
August 9: Freedom Writers
August 16: 42
Movies are shown behind 104 South Huron (the Clubhouse) from 9:30-11pm
Everyone Welcome!

FINANCIAL CLARITY
When I ran for office, I ran on a platform of openness and transparency. These are values that I try to live politically,
personally and professionally. Lots of P’s there. In a time where there is little ongoing news coverage, openness and
transparency have an even more important role than ever before.
In that light, I want to share with you a link on our city website. At my request, Clerk Hellenga has put it on our front
page, for easy access. The link is called Financial Transparency. If you click it, you will be taken to this page:
https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/223/Citizens-Guide
There is a lot of info about our budget, our performance, crime statistics, and so much more.
This is actually a pretty dense site and I hope you enjoy exploring it.

PARKING CHANGES:
There have been some questions about what is going to change with our new parking strategy. Our
plans have been approved by both City Council and the DDA at the broad strokes level. The details
are still being worked out. You might have questions that we can’t answer at this time as a result.
Here is a thumbnail of some of the probable changes:
• Technology and wireless parking meters
• Coordinated parking rules city-wide
• 2 hour limits on street parking
• Many more bike racks
• A complete re-pave/re-striping of Frog Island parking lot
• Permits for staff of businesses with designated parking areas for them
• Programs to reward walking/biking
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MINIMUM WAGE WORKERS MUST WORK 58 HOURS A WEEK TO AFFORD ONE-BEDROOM RENTAL
MIRS Article – Friday, June 21, 2019
A rather sobering summary about minimum wage workers and what it takes to just have a small apartment in this current economy. Read on:
Someone making the state’s $9.45-an-hour minimum wage must work 58 hours a week to afford a one-bedroom
rental home and 73 hours a week to afford a two-bedroom home, according to numbers released by the National
Low Income Housing Coalition.
Its latest “Out of Reach” report argues that a significant gap exists between renters’ wages and the cost of rental
housing across the United States.
“In Michigan, 29% of our households are renters, but we aren’t ensuring an adequate stock of affordable rental
housing,” said Eric Hufnagel, executive director of the Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness. “We had over
63,000 individuals -- including families and young children and seniors -- experience homelessness in 2017, and
that number could start increasing if we don’t address the issue of aligning our housing options with the wages
that people are earning.”

POP-UP PUPPETS IN THE PARK
I can’t resist an alliterative opportunity. :) For something completely different, Frog Island is your
destination tonight.
A group of Ypsilanti artists, seized the opportunity to invite Poncili Creación, a Puerto Rican art collective
to a stop on their world tour to give Ypsilanti a free show tonight at 8pm at Frog Island Park!
Twins Pablo and Efrain Del Hierro, will bring us in to a magical world of dance, theater, puppetry, and art.
Want to know more about them?
Check out this article in artsy.net The Punk-Puppeteers Making Performance Art Weird Again
and the facebook event for tonight HERE

Performance still from NADA New York, 2016. Photo by Walter Wlodarczyk. Courtesy of Poncili Creación.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
Drama-Free Friday Night Movies

DIVERSITY
Healing Justice Documentary
Tue, September 17, 2019
6 - 8 PM
Ypsilanti District Library
5577 Whittaker Rd

Please join the Dispute Resolution Center and Ypsilanti District Library for a film screening and community
conversation about the documentary, “Healing Justice.” It examines the impact of trauma, redefines justice within
the criminal and juvenile justice systems, and moves us toward empathy, reconciliation, and healing to bring about
social and transformative change.
We hope this event will raise awareness around the issues of the criminal justice system and the school-to-prisonpipeline, with an emphasis on affected youth from marginalized and vulnerable communities. We also hope this
shows you how restorative approaches help to rehabilitate and change lives.
Through a community conversation, we also want our community to think about the systemic racial and
socioeconomic issues that are at the core of why many individuals are suffering from various forms of trauma and
how, historically, punitive measures have done more harm than good.
Here is the trailer.
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HERITAGE
That 70’s Night
Sat July 20, 7 pm
Triple Goddess Tasting Room
93 Ecorse Road
FB EVENT

It’s time for big collars and disco fever! We will rock a 70’s playlist and do our best John Travolta impressions! Join us!

MASTER PLAN UPDATES
Current & Upcoming Planning Projects
2019 is an exciting year for planning in the City! This year we are working on a Master Plan Update, a new
Sustainability Plan, a Parks Plan update, a Nonmotorized Plan update, and potentially a Housing Plan!
Read on for more information about each and opportunities to become involved, and remember to follow the
City’s Facebook page or sign up for text and/or email alerts (select “Planning Initiatives 2019”) for the latest
information!
Parks Plan
The City’s last Parks Plan was adopted in 2013, and much like the Master Plan, we’re obligated to update it every
five years. Plus, so much has changed and improved since then! Help us continue this success and let us know
what you’d like to see in our parks in the future.

Take a survey about how you use the parks now, and how you’d like to use them in the future!

MAYORAL OFFICE HOURS
My monthly Mayoral Office Hours will be held at New Parkridge in their community space. Every month I look for
new locations around the city, my goal to be in YOUR neighborhood at some time.
Please drop in and say hello. Ask me about anything related to the city, your neighborhood, share some news with
me, ask me anything.

IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Puppets in the Park: https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-punk-puppeteers-making-performance-art-weird
poncili creacion at frog island park: https://www.facebook.com/events/2079313205531233/
Healing Justice Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmTc3qwfII8
That 70’s Night: https://www.facebook.com/events/369534630588208/
Sign up for city alerts: https://cityofypsilanti.com/list.aspx
Parks Survey: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8SGBzfXlyCcHo49TT8j_cggzyhDYV2sbsUkiHaYlgizKrSw/viewform

