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ANIMAL CONTROL QUESTIONS AND REGULATIONS
Some questions have come up recently about what to do when a loose animal such as a dog is spotted. Here is
some helpful information.
The Humane Society of Huron Valley (HSHV) is the animal control service provider for Washtenaw County. The
needed staff, equipment, vehicles and training are accessible and used by them exclusively. Our local police and
other City staff do not have the training or the equipment necessary to safely and effectively respond to an animal
control issue.
If you encounter a loose or dangerous dog or other animal, contact the Humane Society at (734) 662-5585 and
report it immediately. Our local police department will not be able to help if you call them. Spread the word!

TRAIN STOP DELAYED
It is with great frustration and disappointment that I tell you
we have hit a temporary bump in the road in getting our
TrainStation/Platform funding. As a reminder, the City was
applying for a federal BUILD grant, available for infrastructure
projects such as this. We contracted our longtime engineering
firm, OHM, to write the grant for this project. As the deadline
approached, they realized that the City needed to have 2
registrations and confirmation numbers with the federal
government to submit the grant. City staff worked as quickly
as possible to get both needed registrations submitted, and were successful with one. I am sure you know that
nothing happens quickly with the federal government and, in this case, we needed more time to get the second
number/registration.
OHM has taken responsibility for this missed opportunity. Both City Manager McMullan and I have expressed our
frustration that the BUILD grant submission failed as a result. OHM has returned the fee we paid them for writing
the grant.
The next scheduled opportunity is the opening of applications for the CRISI grant (a federal fund for train infrastructure), possibly in September. Much of the work that OHM and the City did for the BUILD grant will be applicable to
the CRISI grant. A reminder: We originally planned on applying for the CRISI grant, but a delay in that fund opening
happened this spring.
Ypsilanti is a very strong candidate for either grant. Either the CRISI or the BUILD grant will allow us to move forward
on building our long-awaited train platform. While delays are inevitable, this one is frustrating and quite frankly
could have been avoided. Both OHM and the City learned a lesson and expect to move forward with more success
soon.
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ARTS COMMISSION COMING TO A TOWN NEAR YOU
When I ran for office, I talked about forming an Arts Commission. I am pleased to tell that we are moving forward
with this commission next month!
Ypsilanti has a vibrant and growing arts, music, and theater environment. On any given day or night, there are fun
and artistic things afoot in our little City. This has happened dynamically, with no ongoing or institutional support
from outside entities. Folks just stepped up and did it!
What that means is that we have something strong and exciting already going on. Both I and the City believe that
much more is possible with strong, institutional support. The Arts Commission is intended to give that support.
This commission will seek opportunities for public art in all forms, seek opportunities for events/festivals/etc, to
do economic development in the arts (wouldn’t it be exciting to have professional arts careers based here?), and
coordinate community engagement.
The first step in forming an Arts Commission in Ypsilanti is to pass an ordinance creating it. All ordinances are read
at City Council twice. The first reading includes a public hearing, as well as an opportunity for the public to speak

to whatever the ordinance addresses.
The second step will be a community engagement meeting to have a public conversation and take
applications to be on the commission. There will be other opportunities to apply, so don’t panic.
The first reading of the ordinance creating the Arts Commission is on August 27, our next Council
meeting. See you there!

COUNTY NAMES FIRST RACIAL EQUITY OFFICER!
--Press Release from the COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR, 220 NORTH MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 8645, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48107-8645

July 11, 2019
Washtenaw County Administration and the Racial Equity Team is happy to
announce that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners has appointed
Alize Asberry Payne as the County’s first Racial Equity Officer. Asberry-Payne has
spent her entire career in working to advance racial equity. “I’m excited to make
this appointment. This is important work for the organization and our community,”
said County Administrator Gregory Dill.
“I am excited that we’ve hired Washtenaw County’s first-ever Racial Equity
Officer,” said Board Chair Jason Morgan. “The Board of Commissioners is
committed to addressing systemic racial inequity in our county and thrilled to
have Alize leading this critical work.”
Commissioner Felicia Brabec, who led the Board’s Racial Equity work stated, “The exciting and momentous hiring of
Ms. Asberry Payne marks the beginning of a new era for the county and our community. For the first time, the
County has a Racial Equity Officer whose office is tasked with addressing racial inequities within our organization
and its services. We are also hoping to partner with municipalities, nonprofits and other groups throughout our
community to address these inequities so that the ripple effect of this work can be experienced throughout our
community. This hire is possible because of the dedicated work from people

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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desiring to see something different for our community. Our work at the County is truly beginning and we hope that
this culture shift for our organization can spur on a community shift that we can all be a part of.”
As quoted in an MLive Article, Meet the 3 finalists for Washtenaw County’s 1st Racial Equity Officer:
Asberry Payne said she would use a “collective accountability” approach to addressing race-based and place-based
inequity in Washtenaw County. She has more than 20 years of experience as a community organizer and program
specialist, spending much of her career in San Francisco, California, and then working in Detroit for the past three
years.
She developed a restorative justice program to reduce suspensions of high school students in San Francisco and organized voters to support a Community Benefits Ordinance ballot proposal in Detroit. She is a restorative practices
practitioner and earned a bachelor’s degree from San Francisco State University.
As racial equity officer, Asberry Payne said she would use a collective accountability approach to engage stakeholders in outlining a plan to work together to address areas of inequity. To do that, she said she would intentionally
seek input from the people most directly impacted by an issue and equip people from marginalized communities to
take on leadership roles in that process.
“That’s how we build systemic change long-term,” she said.
Asberry Payne would like to complete a community assessment within six months on the job and start a collaborative process to build a five-year equity plan.
Within five years, she would like to see Washtenaw County governmental departments use racial equity frameworks,
especially in hiring decisions; to have a fully-funded affordable housing community land trust; to use restorative justice programs rather than incarceration for all juvenile offenders; to meet the needs for substance abuse treatment
and mental health services; to establish a workforce development program for youth and people who were formerly
incarcerated; and to have a pipeline of education programs.
“The idea is that we’re seeing long-lasting changes in our community and that they will survive past the point of
anybody in this room being involved in them,” she said.
In 10 years, Asberry Payne said she would begin engaging the community in developing another racial equity plan,
drawing on lessons learned and gaps in services identified by their previous work. In 30 years, she hopes Washtenaw County will have experienced a generational shift where disparate outcomes based on place and race have fully
eliminated and the progress can be maintained.
“When we talk about quality of life, what we’re really talking about is parity. … If we’re not seeing those measurable
changes and those shifts, then the process isn’t working and we re-evaluate to move forward,” she said.

MEDICAL AND RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA NEWS

From Ward 3 Councilmember Annie Somerville

Last week the Marijuana Regulatory Agency (MRA) announced Michigan’s Social Equity
Program details that comply with Section 8 of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of
Marijuana Act of 2018 (Proposal 1) that required “a plan to promote and encourage
participation in the marijuana industry by people from communities that have been
disproportionately impacted by marijuana prohibition and enforcement and to positively
impact those communities.”
The MRA named 19 communities that are eligible for the program based on marijuana-related convictions and
poverty rate. Counties in which the total number of marijuana-related convictions exceeded the average marijuana-related conviction rate for the state were selected. From that group, communities were selected in which 30% or
more of the population lives below the federal poverty level. The Social Equity
MORE ON NEXT PAGE
Program will provide assistance in the application process for licensing, reduced
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fees, and resources with other state departments such as EGLE, DHHS, MIOSHA, etc.
Ypsilanti was one of the 19 communities named under the statewide Social Equity Program. In the coming
months, City Council and staff will be working to roll-out our own Social Equity Program that will ensure members
of our community have additional assistance and resources available at the local level.

GROWING HOPE FARMERS MARKET NEWS

by Dayna Popkey

This Saturday July 27th the Saturday market will move DOWNTOWN to
16 S Washington to avoid the Summer Beer Festival in Depot Town.
Market hours will remain 9am-1pm. Sweet Corn and peaches have
arrived, and tomatoes are just around the corner. To stay up to date on
market events, vendor highlights, and what’s in season, sign up to
receive our weekly e-newsletter here!

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST
There is only one City Council meeting in August. It will be held on August 27 at the usual time of 7 PM. Council has
often had a lighter schedule in August as a sort of ‘break’. Don’t worry, there is still plenty of work being done! See
you then!

Please join me in giving a warm welcome to our new
Department of Public Services Director Ron Akers!
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
5B
Thursday, August 1
7-8:30p
State Theater
233 S. State St. Ann Arbor
		 FB Event Page
Playing Thursday, August 1 only and presented in conjunction with Ann Arbor Pride 2019, 5B is the inspirational
story of everyday heroes, nurses and caregivers who took extraordinary action to comfort, protect and care for the
patients of the first AIDS ward unit in the United States. The result is an uplifting film, yet a candid and bittersweet
monument to a pivotal moment in American history as well as a celebration of quiet heroes, nurses, and caregivers
worthy of renewed recognition.

DIVERSITY
Park SummerFest/ Joe Dulin Day
Sunday, August 25
11a-6p
Parkridge Park, 791 Harriet St.
Have you marked your calendar? SummerFest/Joe Dulin Day 2019 is coming...Aug. 25 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
Parkridge Park, 791 Harriet St. in Ypsilanti. Vendor Space is available. $100 for food vendors, $75 for merchandise
vendors and nonprofit vendors are free! Join us as we celebrate our community. Read on below and learn more
about this fantastic community celebration!
“More than Just a Festival” from On The Ground Ypsilanti, a project of Concentrate Media.

HERITAGE
		
		

Jazz On Deck
Friday, August 23 6-9p
Ypsi Freighthouse
100 Marketplace St.
FB Event Page

Join us at the Ypsilanti Freight House for the annual Jazz on the Deck happy hour fundraiser, featuring music from
Eric Walters and the Freighthouse Five! This event is our longest running fundraiser, and the funds gathered help
the Friends of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse operate, maintain and preserve our beloved building! As always, plan on
libations (available for purchase), and all proceeds help fund preservation projects and free, community events the
FOYF holds in the space.
Additionally, Friends of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse will dedicate a photo plaque to our late friend and preservation
champion, Pete Murdock. Councilperson Murdock was a vocal supporter of

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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preserving the Ypsilanti Freighthouse and making sure the facility stayed in public hands. During the building’s
2005-2016 renovation phase, Pete and his wife Grace Sweeney poured countless hours into painting, fundraising,
planting and more in order to get this piece of local history open to the public again. He served as the FOYF Board
of Trustee’s liaison from City Council until his death earlier this spring. In this role, he counseled, advised and offered
immeasurable wit and wisdom to our volunteer board.
Snacks, kids’ coloring stations and lawn games are all included in the price of your admission! Entrance is a
suggested $2 donation for everyone 21-and-older, and free for those younger. Please bring a state-issued photo ID
if you’d like to purchase alcohol.

IN COMMUNITY,

Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Farmers Market Vendor Highlights: https://www.youtube.com/user/growinghopemichigan
Growing Hope Newsletter Sign-up:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKNZf_FTKf-x3jxsbxSPAyv7goK2D9jh3-LZTZQkPdlvNstA/viewform
5B: https://www.facebook.com/events/344707539810439/
Ann Arbor Pride: https://www.facebook.com/events/157811395143611/
Parkridge SummerFest: https://www.secondwavemedia.com/concentrate/features/summerfest0469
Jazz on the Deck: https://www.facebook.com/events/2266282790290366/

PARKS PLAN!
The City’s last Parks Plan was adopted in 2013, and much like the Master Plan, we’re obligated to update it every
five years. Plus, so much has changed and improved since then! Help us continue this success and let us know
what you’d like to see in our parks in the future.

Take a survey about how you use the parks now, and how you’d like to use them in the future!

