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MAYORAL BULLETIN

GENERAL CITY UPDATES

					
Parking:
We have a new parking manager, former City Planner Bonnie Wessler. In the next
3-6 months, under her leadership, we will be initiating Phase 1 of our parking
strategy. All of our work will be focused on the goals of safe, well-maintained,
nicely-striped parking with good signage in Ypsilanti. Phase 1 will include adding
software to our existing parking that will allow you to pay by app. Hey, 21st
Century, here we come! Additional changes to start us off that you may see will
include updating signage and adding more handicapped parking.
Train Stop:
The CRISI grant application was submitted to the US Dept. of Transportation for
Ypsilanti’s train platform. Thanks to our staff for the heavy lift of putting together
this grant with the assistance of OHM, our engineering firm who has worked on this
project from day one. It will take 4-5 months to hear the outcome. Once that
comes through, if we are awarded the funds we requested, shovels in the ground!
Late spring would be the absolute earliest. “Soon” is the best word to use, as changes in the timeline may come up.
Arts Commission:
The vision for this commission is to help Ypsilanti maximize opportunities and benefits for the arts. Since our
community already has a burgeoning arts culture, this seems to be a good time and fit. We have opened up
applications for the Arts Commission. You can submit your application here. We will start selections later this
month, with a possible start to the commission being early next year! I plan on reviewing the Commission
applications with a team from council the first week in December. The Arts Commission will start meeting possibly
in January! It’s rolling along….
Crime:
There has been a rash of robberies in the last few months. Most recently, Meals on Wheels had their safe stolen
and Haab’s experienced an armed robbery. Both incidents were deeply disturbing — thankfully, no one was hurt.
Ypsilanti has made significant progress in helping the region see our city as the pleasant and attractive place that it
is, over the last few years. We want to keep that perception growing. Our public safety department is working hard
to bring in the perpetrators of these crimes and to keep our City as safe as possible.
Speed Bumps:
Many of the speed bumps installed in our neighborhoods are seasonal. You likely saw them removed this week.
Don’t worry, they weren’t stolen. Our crews just removed them (as planned) to make snow plowing and street
maintenance easier over the winter. They will be replaced in the spring.
Peninsular Dam:
We continue to move forward on grant submissions: there are 2 more in the works. Progress on this project
continues at the pace we anticipated. I will keep you posted as we do final submissions and receive results. A
community advisory group has been formed to help our City move towards the greater safety, predictability, and
environmental sustainability that the dam removal project promises.
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GARBAGE DUMPING IN DDA DISTRICTS
Our business districts are thriving and growing. Many
long-time businesses continue to be stable, while
new and exciting businesses are locating here and
finding success. Our downtown events like First Friday
Art Walk and Ypsi Glow are major attractants, bringing
hundreds (and sometimes thousands) of people to
our town.
Keeping our districts clean and pleasant is a
significant part of having an enjoyable city and
successful business climate. Along with general litter,
Ypsilanti has a chronic problem of dumping near or in
the dumpster enclosures. Garbage dumped outside
the enclosures or thrown over the fences are regular
N. Adams lot between Michigan Ave. and Pearl St.
occurrences.

(on a good day)

This is a serious problem. Badly handled solid waste is a public health hazard, an eyesore, and a terrible image for
visitors. Vermin are more likely if garbage is loose and not in a dumpster and it is seriously unsanitary. Less serious,
but still concerning: how do you think it looks to have loose garbage on the ground near your parking place as you
work and play in Ypsi?
The first and last experience many visitors have of our City is their parking lot. Yes, our lots need repair and the City
is diligently working on that. Yet loose garbage thrown near or in a corral will be part of the image of Ypsilanti our
visitors take with them.
All of us lose when dumping occurs. Businesses lose value, residents lose pride, public health and safety are
threatened, and staff lose time cleaning this up repeatedly. The list goes on and on.
There are two groups who are likely dumping:
• General public: These dumpers usually leave large items such as furniture, but they often leave other loose trash
as well.
• Businesses and Residents in the District: These dumpers are avoiding paying the DDA fee for use of the
dumpsters. These dumpers either illegally use our street garbage cans, or throw their garbage over the
dumpster enclosures with varying degrees of accuracy.
Both are problems. The DDA will be taking action on this issue soon. Plans are in place for camera security and other
measures to start to identify offenders and take action.
Civic pride has a value. Respecting our shared public spaces is important to being good neighbors, having a healthy
town, and is vital to any successful city. Dumping harms us all and I hope that we can all work together to get this
under control.
Thank you.
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DISAPPOINTING RULING FOR MUNICIPAL REVENUE SHARING HOPES
Please note Judge Douglas Shapiro is our own, former hometown attorney writing the following opinion. Judge
Shapiro not only had a legal practice on Michigan Ave for many years, he also played a key role in passing our Non
Discrimination Ordinance (among other great work with other campaigns related to this issue). I disagree with his
ruling and feel that there are some serious questions about including charter schools in revenue sharing.
The struggle to move towards sensible funding of our municipalities goes on, sadly.
That said, this court effort was probably a long shot, yet I am still disappointed it failed (it would have helped
municipalities like Ypsilanti get more of our well-deserved state revenue-sharing funds). With the State of Michigan
reducing our state revenue sharing as much as they have, we are left putting an undue burden on property owners
in our City. Michigan has a broken funding system for local municipalities, and until they fix it, Ypsilanti is going to
continue to struggle with our budgets and goals.

Gongwer News Article - Wednesday, October 30, 2019

Court: Prop A Payments To Schools, Charters Meet Headlee Requirement
Payments made to traditional public schools as well as charter schools count as the payments the state is required
to make to local governments, the Court of Appeals held Wednesday, rejecting an argument they should not be
included because they then deny state funding to other local governments.
Not included in the total spent accounted for to local governments in the amendment, the court held, is funding for
new or increased mandates, which could mean more funding spent on local governments.
The court made the decision in a reconsideration of Taxpayers for Michigan Constitutional Government v. Michigan
(COA docket No. 334663). The court had ruled on the case in July, (See Gongwer Michigan Report, July 31, 2019)
requiring more transparency from the state on how it allocates and spends the required amount under the Headlee
amendment.
In Wednesday’s ruling the court issued a mandamus order against the state to require it to comply with the
reporting and disclosure requirements of statutes instituting the Headlee amendment.
Judge Douglas Shapiro wrote the deciding decision in the case. Judge Stephen Borrello (who wrote the July
decision) and Judge Patrick Meter concurred in most of the overall decision, but each dissented on two separate
points.
The Headlee amendment requires that whatever the percentage of state funding was spent on local governments
in the 1978-79 fiscal year, the year voters adopted the amendment, had to be maintained. And the state and the
plaintiffs concurred that percentage is 48.97 percent (though the state has spent more on local governments).
But the question in the suit, the court said, is a “novel one.” The amendment requires payments to local governments
and includes school districts in its definition. Proposal A of 1994 amended the Constitution to create a new state
funding system for public education and created charter schools, called public school academies, as entities getting
payments from the state.
But the plaintiffs “nevertheless” argued, “that Proposal A spending is a category of state funding that may not be
classified (as subsection 30) revenue sharing” under Headlee.
“They argue that classifying Proposal A funding as (subsection 30) revenue sharing effectively shifts the State’s tax
burden to local government units. A shifting of the tax burden occurs, according

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 5
to plaintiffs, because the Proposal A payments supplant ‘other State spending previously paid to local governments,
placing a tax burden on local governments to further raise local taxes in order to offset lost State revenue,’” the
decision said.
But the court, Mr. Shapiro said, finds “no support in the plain language” of the amendment to uphold the argument.
In fact, he said, the amendment “reflects a constitutionally-sanctioned rebalancing of the distribution of that revenue sharing.”
In terms of whether to include funding for charter schools in that calculation, Mr. Shapiro said that charter schools
do constitute a local unit of government under Headlee for determining state aid.
The state’s revised school code holds that a “public school academy…is a school district for purposes” of the education section of the Constitution.
It is true that charter schools do not resemble other public schools, he said. And clearly voters in 1978 probably did
not intend charter school funding would fall into the state’s local allocation as charter schools did not yet exist.
“For the same reason, however, there is no reason to conclude that the voters specifically intended to exclude PSA
funding from that calculation. What is clear is that the voters almost certainly understood that the state has discretion in how it chooses to ‘maintain and support a system of free public elementary and secondary schools,’” he said.
Mr. Shapiro did concur with the plaintiffs that the state had to pay for any new mandates and that those payments
had to be in addition to the funding paid for other existing services.
Mr. Borrello dissented from the decision that new or increased mandates could not be included in the total the state
pays to local governments. He said that decision was “predicated on faulty logic” dealing with two different sections
of Headlee.

SNOW CLEARING ASSISTANCE
Do you have a disability? Or are you a senior who needs help clearing snow off your sidewalk? The Washtenaw
County Sheriff Department’s Community Work Program offers snow removal for seniors & people with disabilities.
Every year the WCSO Community Work Program assists in clearing snow for approximately 170 households
throughout the county.
If you are interested in receiving assistance with snow removal from the Community Work Program please call
734-973-4867.
This service is VERY popular so the earlier in the autumn you call, the better.
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BUSINESS HIGHLIGHT

BY DDA DIRECTOR C. JACOBS

This will be a new, regular feature of the BBMB. Offered and written
by our DDA Director, Chris Jacobs, this segment will introduce or
remind you of one of our local and unique businesses. Maybe it will
inspire you to visit a new part of town! Possibly, it might give you
some fun ideas for the coming holiday season! Regardless, I hope
you enjoy this new addition.
TinkerTech is bringing STEAM (Science, Technology,
Michael Ploof, Owner. Photo by Leisa Thompson
Engineering, Arts, Math) education and community to
downtown Ypsilanti, MI where you can learn the power of circuits and programming. Use their makerspace tools to
create your own electronic devices and fabricate parts on a 3D printer or laser cutter.
On Monday, December 16, 2019 at 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM Tinkertech is hosting an event where you can learn to use
an Arduino Nano to build a game inspired by the popular memory game Simon Says, constructed using LEDs of
different colors, push buttons and a piezo speaker. The patterns become increasingly more difficult as you use the
buttons to recall a sequence of color lights. They explore the circuits and code to build the game, which you can
then take home with you!
Arduino can be put to all kinds of other neat uses as well, from building your own logic-controlled electronic
gadgets to robots controlling 3D printers and is very popular due to its low cost and versatility. This is only one of
many new skills and gadgets you can play with, learn about, and build with Michael at Tinkertech. Give them a call
at 734-707-8019 or stop by 216 W Michigan Ave to start tinkering with new and emerging technology.

THE DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER NEWS AND UPDATE
On October 18, 2019 the DRC honored International Conflict Resolution Day by partnering with Avalon Housing in
Ann Arbor and Jesus International Ministries in Ypsilanti to offer off-site mediation services and conflict coaching in
the community.
DRC offered our services for free on this special day.
Thank you so much to our 20 volunteer mediators who helped several parties, including family members,
neighbors, co-workers, landlord and tenants, and students who were in conflict arrive at mutually agreeable
resolutions to ongoing disputes.
Not only did we meet some new folks, but we were able to connect and learn more about each other. It was a great
opportunity to talk, listen, and support one another.
And as a way to continue honoring International Conflict Resolution Day, we are offering FREE mediation services
for the rest of 2019!
The DRC hopes to continue to celebrate International Conflict Resolution Day annually. Donations help us to offer
this day free-of-charge, as well as offer our ongoing mediation services at an affordable rate. Many thanks to those
who supported this special day.
Visit: www.thedisputeresolutioncenter.org
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MEALS ON WHEELS CELEBRATES NEW HOME AS IT PREPARES FOR HOME TOUR
Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels is continuing the good work it does for our community in new offices inside the First Baptist Church of Ypsilanti, 1110 W. Cross St. After years spent working in areas scattered throughout the Cross Street
church, Meals on Wheels has moved into a beautiful new, cohesive workspace. The move is made possible by the
generosity of First Baptist Church of Ypsilanti, the Thome Foundation and the Helen McCall Trust.
Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels will unveil its new space to the public during an open house this Saturday, Nov. 9. Drop
in between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. for snacks, tours, a bounce house, crafts and opportunities to help YMOW serve the
homebound members of our community with food, friendly visits and more.
The annual Holiday Home Tour is another great way to support the work of YMOW. This decades-old tradition continues Saturday, Dec. 7, with tours of four local homes and a reception at the Michigan Firehouse Museum.
Explore the EMU University House, a 19th-century Queen Anne and two other beautiful homes from 4 to 7 p.m. before enjoying live music, food and drink at the museum from 6 to 9 p.m. Tickets are $70 and available at ymow.org,
Haab’s, The Eyrie, and Nelson Amos Studio.
Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels provides hundreds of homebound Ypsilanti-area residents with two meals a day, a daily
wellness check and a friendly visit from a YMOW staff member or volunteer. YMOW also offers pet food and supplies, personal care items through its personal care pantry, and more.
One YMOW client recently wrote to express her appreciation. “After I had 3 falls, 3 broken bones and required 4
surgeries, I was able to be at home on my own and take care of myself. Because of Meals on Wheels, I didn’t need to
worry about shopping or preparing meals. Meals on Wheels is my independence.”
To learn more about YMOW, or to volunteer or donate, visit ymow.org

FEATURED YPSILANTI COMMISSIONS

BY CLERK ANDREW HELLENGA
With all the attention on our commissions recently, it became clear to me that many people may not understand or know
what our commissions do. Commissions in general are an important resource for our City Council on various areas of
community need or interest. Commissions in general are advisory, although some have their own City tasks and jobs
they handle independently. To help everyone understand City commissions, I am going to feature one per month, with
a description and links for further involvement. A shout out to City Clerk Andrew Hellenga for writing this and future
commission articles. Thanks for all you are doing, Clerk Hellenga!

Police Advisory Commission

The general purpose of the commission is to strengthen the relationship Ypsilanti Community has with the Police
Department. The commission does this through a slew of responsibilities: they review investigatory findings of
complaints against police officers, educate the public about the complaint process, review summary data from the
department, and review the Citizen Police Academy, to name a few.
If you are interested in learning more about this commission it holds meetings on the fourth Thursday of each
month. The meetings begin at 7:00 pm and are located at City Hall, 1 South Huron. All are welcome to attend. If
you would like to learn more about the commission, or review its agendas and minutes, please visit the City
website or click here.
The Police Advisory Commission is currently recruiting members from Ward 3 and youth members. If you are
interested in serving on this commission, and your talents align with its purpose, please click to submit an
application online.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
New Office Open House
Sat. Nov. 9, 10a-1p
1110 W. Cross St.
Facebook Event.

We hope to see you November 9 as we unveil our new workspace on the main floor of First Baptist Church of
Ypsilanti. The event is open to our neighbors, clients, volunteers and all who might like to learn more about
YMOW. Bring your friends, bring your kids, and come share in our excitement as we celebrate fall, our mission, and
our move upstairs!
There will be: Crafts (Thanksgiving card making for the clients), Entertainment, Snacks & beverages, Tours,
Volunteer orientation, Toast to the new space & if you want to join in right away to deliver a meal with a :) volunteer
routes available.

DIVERSITY
The Wonderland Ball
Sat. Nov. 16th, 2019
Bobcat Bonnies
200 W. Michigan Ave.
Facebook Event
The Wonderland Ball will feature a one night only art exhibition showcasing local artist’s illustrations of their
personal Wonderland. Inspired by the idea that Wonderland is a place shaped by the dreams and fears of the
visitor. In addition to art there will be a concert, with music from local favorites including Jake Maltby, Colin Murphy & Anna Lee’s Co, Hullabaloo, & Back Forty who have volunteered their time to the kids. There will also be a special performance from Center Stage Choir, check out the amazing young adults that make this program so special.

HERITAGE
Community For All
Holiday Extravaganza

Fri. Dec. 6th 2019
Riverside Park
Featuring Rayse Biggs, John E. Lawrence,
The Fantastic Four.
Ticket info at 734-434-8492
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MASTER PLAN
WORK
SESSION
220 N. PARK
&

BELL KRAMER
November 18th, 2019
6-8pm
City Council Chambers
1 S. Huron St.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Join the Master Plan work session around 220 N Park and
the Bell Kramer Neighborhoods for a discussion with city
staﬀ and Council members about your hopes for future
land use and policy in these priority areas.

We now have live-streaming and recording of City Council and many Commission meetings. See the link below to
see how it looks from our last streamed Council meeting.
Note the icons on the agenda (on the left sidebar) that look like movie cameras. Clicking those icons will take you
directly to that agenda item. This feature allows you to focus on the agenda item or discussion that interests you the
most.

STREAM HERE
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My monthly Mayoral Office Hours are a drop in event where anyone can talk with me with no appointment. This
month, I will hold this at on Sunday, November 24 from 1 PM to 4 PM. As I move these around the city so that I
can be accessible to all neighborhoods, the location for this one is TBD still. I will announce the location shortly.

IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Arts Commission Application:
https://www.Cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Boards-Commissions-6/Citizen-Advisory-Boards-and-Commissions--45
COA docket No. 334663:
http://publicdocs.courts.mi.gov/OPINIONS/FINAL/COA/20191029_C334663_129_334663R.OPN.PDF
Police Commission:
https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/671/Police-Advisory-Commission
Commission Application:
https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Boards-Commissions-6/Citizen-Advisory-Boards-and-Commissions--45
New Office Open House:
https://www.facebook.com/events/725174284671575/
Wonderland Ball:
https://www.facebook.com/events/2497499493644172/
Council live stream:
https://cityofypsilanti.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=95

