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MAYORAL BULLETIN

SNOW SHOVELING SEASON IS HERE
					
We had our first snow fall, and it was a big one!
If that snowfall was a sign of what we can expect
this winter, we’re going to have many snow-filled
winter months coming up.

There was some confusion about the first tickets/
warning notices given this year for snow
violations. Here is some clarification:
Our snow shoveling ordinance takes effect Oct. 1
The notice we sent out stated Nov. 23
This was confusing, and caused some headaches.
Regardless of the dates of the ordinance: Clear
your walks, it’s the right thing to do. Click on the
HERE to read the entire ordinance.
Your neighbors, visitors, people using mobility
Photo by Leisa Thompson
equipment, seniors, children, dog walkers, basically everyone, needs to have safe sidewalks on which to walk.
For some people, using your sidewalk is the only way they can get to the store or the service that they need.
Imagine needing medication, food, or something vital at the store, rolling down the street and being stopped
by an uncleared sidewalk or mountain of snow in the ramp to the crosswalk. What do you do?
Different snow events create different conditions. Sometimes the snow is light and easy to clear. Sometimes it
is heavy and wet. A thaw/freeze event can turn the snow into ice. Snow plows come along pushing snow off the
streets and onto our cleared driveways and curb cuts. These are the results of the world, laws of physics, and
science. This can be a hard job in some cases. The best way to protect yourself from many of these problems is
to shovel early and often. :-)
To the Social Media Shaming Squad: The City has 48 hours (vs. 24 hours for residents) to clear snow, due to our
different levels of obligation. We have additional equipment, more real estate, and other demands. Comparing
the City’s obligations to residents’ obligations is fun and the memes are colorful. Yet, in reality, if each of us does
our job, the City will be manageable to navigate for all of us.
If you are already contributing to social media, why not check out the various pages organized by neighbors to
help out those who struggle to clear their walks? Or organize on your neighborhood Facebook page? It would
be a productive use of your time to help another resident be in compliance.
Ypsilanti publishes our snow plow plan HERE.
See you in the snow!
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REQUEST FROM OUR TRASH PROVIDER
Stevens, our trash service provider having difficulty maneuvering their trucks in particular alleys in the
city. In order to avoid potential property damage Stevens is requiring that these residents change the
locations of where they place their trash containers for pickup from the alley to the street.
The following addresses should begin putting their trash at the street curb the night before or by 6:00AM
on the day of pick-up effective December 1st. Your help and co-operation are greatly appreciated.
North Adams – 409, 411, 417, 421, 423, 425, 429, 501, 507, 509, 517, and 525.
North Hamilton – 406, 408, 410, 414, 418, 420, 422, 426, 428, 434, 502, 504,508,510,512,516, and 520.
W. Cross – 302, 306, 312, 318
W. Forest - 313
We have asked that residents who are disabled or who have mobility issues contact DPS if they need
special accommodations. DPS has a program that if the resident provides a physician statement or
handicap permit prescription, they can accommodate them.

HOME WEATHERIZATION SUPPORT
The Washtenaw County Office of Community and Economic Development (OCED) would like to tell you about a
free program that could be very helpful to you. Our Weatherization Assistance Program is a free residential energy
saving program for income qualified homeowners and renters.
These services can reduce home energy use by roughly 30% and increase the comfort of your home. Any resident of
Washtenaw County who has an income at or below 200% of the federal poverty level may qualify for our program.
Through our weatherization program, we are able to:
• Perform a thorough energy audit to assess the energy usage of a home • Repair or replace inefficient furnaces
• Replace old refrigerators with new energy efficient refrigerators
• Air seal and insulate walls, attics, and crawl spaces
• Install energy efficient light bulbs and fresh air fan systems
All work is overseen and inspected by Washtenaw County employees. We currently do not have a waitlist, so work
once your application is approved you’re one step closer to making your home more comfortable and saving on
your energy bills.
If you or anyone you know is interested in our program please call Yvonne at (734) 544-3008 or email at cudneym@
washtenaw.org
Sincerely, Yvonne Cudney
Intake Coordinator
Office of Community and Economic Development
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YPSI SOLAR: EXCITING NEWS, PREPARE TO FEEL PROUD
50-State Solar Project #8--State of Michigan--Grant
Issued, Construction Pending
A 40 kW solar system, offsetting 82% of the museum’s
electricity usage, will be installed at the Ypsi Automotive Heritage Museum, in partnership with Chart House
Energy.
The Ypsilanti Automotive Heritage Museum features
automotive stories, including Chevrolet Corvair, Tucker, Hudson, Kaiser-Frazer, and General Motors Hydra-matic;
all have Ypsilanti connections. Displays include Motor State, which held patents on power convertible tops, the
Ford Motor Company Generator Plant, and local car dealerships. As a thriving commercial and manufacturing hub,
Ypsilanti had a significant influence on these pioneering companies and the people who built them. The Ypsilanti
Automotive Heritage Museum preserves an important era in American history. The museum also hosts the National
Hudson Motor Car Company Museum.
A featured car in the collection is #92, a 1952 Hudson Hornet race car
owned by NASCAR champion Herb Thomas. Thomas drove Hornets to
his second National Championship in 1953. Altogether, Thomas and his
Hornets won 43 NASCAR races. Hudson Hornet race cars provided the
inspiration for “Doc Hudson” in the 2006 Pixar film, CARS.
About the Museum.....
Carl L. Miller opened the Hudson Sales and Service franchise in 1927 as
an automobile dealership and repair shop. After the American Motors
merger in 1955, the dealership was renamed Miller Motors and added
Rambler to the product line. Until 1958, when the Hudson line was discontinued, the dealership sold 1,969 new vehicles, including Hudsons, Essexes, Terraplanes, Ramblers and Metropolitans. After 1958, Carl’s son, Jack Miller continued Miller Motors, selling Hudson parts and cars until the museum was
founded. We are indebted to Jack for preserving the dealership’s authentic condition. In 1995, Paul “Skip” Ungrodt,
Jr. and Peter B. Fletcher purchased Miller Motors from Jack Miller and formed the Ypsilanti Automotive Heritage Museum. Jack was hired as curator and served in that position until he retired in 2013. The museum has been steadily
growing through gifts and acquisitions.
The Archives						
The museum’s archives consists of advertising, service, repair,
promotional items, and all the records of Miller Motors going back
to 1927. Our Ken and Blanche Mericle Collection tells the history
of Kaiser-Frazer. The archives are available for ongoing research
and will be kept for future generations.
Article by Leftcoastfund.blogspot.com
In addition to the information above, please note that the new
Rutherford Pool bathhouse will have solar covering their roof!
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TRUANCY AND A TRUANCY ORDINANCE
The City of Ypsilanti has no truancy ordinance. There is no local law regulating school attendance for our children.
A Truancy Ordinance was published on the last City Council agenda and I asked that it be removed. The published
ordinance did not include important language about the Restorative Justice tools we had researched and planned
to include (I describe them below). We are working to rewrite the ordinance as originally intended.
The City of Ypsilanti and our two school districts [Ypsilanti Community Schools (YCS) and Washtenaw Intermediate
School District (WISD)] are independent of each other. We have separate budgets, staff, laws, facilities, etc. It was a
particular goal of mine as an officeholder to find ways of working together with our school districts on joint needs.
After discussions with Alena Zachary-Ross, the Superintendent of YCS, fighting truancy seemed liked a good collaborative effort.
Our goal is to put together an ordinance that uses Restorative Justice tools and methods to assist families that find
themselves in a truancy situation. These methods are non-punitive, aid in identifying problems in the household
that are contributing to kids missing school, help solve those problems, and get the child attending class again.
Sometimes these problems can be small; a child needs shoes, for instance. Sometimes these problems are larger.
Our ordinance has teeth in it. It will involve county truancy systems that have staff already trained in Restorative Justice processes and goals. Research shows that most families who are offered a choice to participate in a Restorative
Justice process choose it willingly over involvement in the conventional legal system. If a family is repeatedly resistant, however, a case could go to the courts and become punitive. This is not desirable and will be avoided whenever possible. Our hope is that by engaging families with a proven problem-solving approach through Restorative
Justice, we can avoid court involvement in most cases.
Ypsilanti has an investment in having a population which has secured a basic education. A basic education increases the likelihood that someone will be independent, out of prison, gainfully employed, and be a fully participatory
member of our community. Our school districts exist to provide this to all residents. Our education system is flawed
but we must continue working on it. Our school districts are doing a great job with extremely limited resources
and (frankly) a federal climate hostile to public education. Unchecked Schools of Choice and Charter Schools have
harmed all Michigan public school systems, including ours.
I am passionate about the importance of basic education for all.

CLIMATE ACTION: NET ZERO EMISSIONS BY 2035
The City of Ypsilanti has declared a State of Climate Emergency by resolution. We in Southeast Michigan are experiencing some of the impacts of climate change at this time. Larger rain events, flooding, loss of birds (30%), and
other impacts are already going on around us. Something needs to be done.
Ann Arbor is leading a drive to reduce emissions to zero by the community by 2030. We have joined them as a regional partner. This will give us access to tools to help us reduce emissions in the City of Ypsilanti. Our goal is to get
to net zero emissions in our community as well.
Staff has been directed to write a plan by March 31, 2020 to meet this goal. The Sustainability Commission will be
helping and the City’s Climate Action Plan will also be figured in. This is a huge
goal. It includes all of us: businesses, residents, commuters, the City, EMU, all are
MORE ON NEXT PAGE
a part of this plan.
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CONT. PG. 4
Our community has a strong environmental ethic. We are leaders on solar power for instance. We care for our river,
working with the Huron River Watershed Council to increase river health, and removing the Peninsular Dam will be
a huge help in protecting our river from some of the effects of climate change. This is a great opportunity to move
our City forward to the next levels related to sustainability, safety, and environmental health.
Changes that I anticipate might be a part of this work: enhanced conservation efforts, adding more public recycling, changing systems at the City to purchase alternative fuel vehicles, using solar for public projects/lighting/etc,
increasing public transit use, increasing biking and walking throughout the City, making future events waste-free
through reduced consumption, recycling, and other methods, and more.
This is a heavy lift. We will all have to pull together to make this come about. I look forward to working with you on
this. Let’s help our community be safe for coming generations. My grandchildren are counting on us.

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF YPSILANTI:
WHEREAS, by adopting the Climate Action Plan, the City of Ypsilanti City Council committed to an
ambitious, multi-strategy vision to address climate change by reducing community-wide greenhouse
emissions; and
WHEREAS, despite the city’s goals and progress to date, the global climate is changing at a rate that
necessitates bolder action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including getting to net zero emissions as
soon as possible and
WHEREAS, over 19,000 scientists have signed a Second Warning to Humanity proclaiming that “a great
change in our stewardship of the Earth and the life on it is required, if vast human misery is to be avoided”;
and
WHEREAS, City Council realizes that climate change has direct and pressing impacts on all aspects of
public health, safety, and general welfare; and
WHEREAS, Great community interests exists to support the efforts to achieve community-wide carbon
neutrality in a just and equitable manner;
WHEREAS, creating a climate neutrality plan now is necessary means the City can to identify, plan for,
budget, and work towards implementing the actions required to achieve community-wide carbon
neutrality as a community. ; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Ypsilanti City Council declares a climate emergency
and commits to take action as a result of that declaration;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Ypsilanti City Council supports a public engagement process, beginning
immediately, that helps outline how the entire Ypsilanti Community could achieve carbon neutrality by
the year 2035, a target date that is both ambitious and achievable;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, City Council requests that the City Administration develop a draft plan for how
the Ypsilanti community could achieve carbon #Resolution No. 2019-260 neutrality to be presented to
Council not later than March 31, 2020 to support its presentation on Earth Day 2020;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, City Council directs the City Administrator to design and execute a community
engagement process that culminates with a draft strategy for how the Ypsilanti community could achieve
carbon neutrality around the year 2035.
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WINTER WARMING CENTERS

Info about the Ypsi Gathering Space (YGS):

YGS is a collective of community organizers, volunteers, and friends started from the need for people without
shelter, or dealing with housing insecurity, to have a place to get warm in the very cold months. YGS is a sister
space to the Daytime Warming Center in Ann Arbor. Hosted by the Riverside Arts Center, 76 N Huron Street, Ypsi
Gathering Space is a place to get out of the cold, have a hot meal, and find community. Come make art, find
friends, and visit our Free Store. YGS is 100% volunteer and donation-based. If you are interested in volunteering at
the Ypsilanti Gathering Space for the winter (starting December), please email ypsigatheringspace@gmail.com.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
FREE TO ALL!
EVERYONE WELCOME!
(HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE).

DIVERSITY
Disability Arts and Culture
Symposium
Dec 2-3, 9-5p
Eastern Michigan University
900 Oakwood St
Facebook Event
The Disability Arts and Culture Symposium will bring together our community to build an inclusive cultural sector
where artists, faculty, students and community members/organizations will participate in a conversation to raise
awareness about disability culture and to promote a future of cultural and artistic inclusiveness for everyone.

HERITAGE
Looney Toons

Fri. Nov. 29th 2019
11:30-12:3op
Michigan Theater, Ann Arbor
Join us for a Black Friday tradition,
cartoons! Enjoy a laugh with friends and
family as Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky
Pig and all of the gang take over the silver
screen of the historic main theater. We
will show a selection of Warner Bros.
cartoons for all ages and offer the
perfect pit-stop during the start of the
busy holiday shopping season.
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Snow Removal Ordinance https://Cityofypsilanti.com/DocumentCenter/View/472/Snow-Removal-Ordinance-PDF?bidId=
Snow Removal Policyhttps://cityofypsilanti.com/305/Snow-Removal-Policy-Procedures
Rutherford Pool Solarhttp://www.easternecho.com/article/2019/10/renovation-of-the-rutherford-pool-bathhouse-anticipated-for-2020
Disability Arts and Culture Symposiumhttps://www.facebook.com/events/2708975435843456/
Council live stream:
https://cityofypsilanti.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=95

We now have live-streaming and recording of City Council and many Commission meetings. See the link below to
see how it looks from our last streamed Council meeting.
Note the icons on the agenda (on the left sidebar) that look like movie cameras. Clicking those icons will take you
directly to that agenda item. This feature allows you to focus on the agenda item or discussion that interests you the
most.

STREAM HERE

