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MAYORAL BULLETIN

UPDATES AND UPCOMING NEWS
					
Train Stop/Platform:
Ypsilanti’s CRISI grant was submitted and
accepted. We expect to hear sometime around
March. Until then, expect little to no changes or
progress.
Waiting is not fun, but it is part of the process.

2020-22 Budget process:
We have begun the first stages of the budgeting
process. It begins with Goal Setting. This is where
staff and each Council member present their goals
for the city. After all goals are presented and
discussed, we will prioritize and rate what is
highest for both short and long term needs for the
City. That process began on Dec. 3 and will
continue on Dec. 17. A heads up: those meetings are 4 hours long and begin at 6 PM.
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Arts Commission:
By the time this newsletter comes out, the choices will have been made regarding who will be asked to sit on the
Arts Commission and the announcement added to the Dec. 17 Council Agenda. They will be approved at the first
City Council meeting in January. After that, the ball is in their court!
Street Cleaning:
You will see our DPS staff out and about cleaning streets this month, through Jan. 10 -- weather permitting, of
course. The street cleaning machines do use water and cannot clean through snow.

PARKING UPDATE

BY PARKING MANAGER,
BONNIE WESSLER

Parking Changes in Downtown, Depot Town, and West Cross
Look for new handicap-placarded parking, new time limits, and clearer signage throughout the business
districts! As weather permits, we’ll be putting up new on-street handicap signage on Michigan Avenue
downtown, East Cross in Depot Town, and on West Cross near EMU. Coming in January, in Depot Town
you’ll also find that the on-street spaces between the Huron River and River Street have new signs limiting
parking to two hours, Monday through Saturday; the Freighthouse lot will have matching signage limiting
parking to three hours.
Parking meters aren’t coming for a while, but the new time limits will be enforced shortly after
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installation--please keep an eye out! (The Frog Island/Rice Street lot and the Maple Street lot remain free
without time limits!) In the Ballard Street lot, we’ll be removing the meters and allowing residential permit
and employee permit holders to park overnight. We’re also improving markings around such things like
fire hydrants and near railroad tracks – remember that red paint means “no parking,” yellow means “look at
the signs,” and blue means that you’ll need a handicap permit to park there. We’ll be keeping local
businesses and residents appraised as more changes progress, as well as posting updates to the City’s
website, Facebook, and right here in the Mayor’s newsletter. You can also check out the City Website for
up-to-date parking maps, residential and employee permit information, and ticket payment/appeal

ROADS IMPROVEMENT
Make our streets safer!
Currently, Hamilton, Huron, and Washtenaw
downtown can be treacherous places to
walk with your friends, to bike to work or to
a night out, to travel with a stroller or in a
wheelchair, or even to make a turn while
driving, and Ypsilanti is working with MDOT
to find ways to improve that.
RSVP HERE
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
As you might know, Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township together have 49% of the total affordable housing available to
County residents. However, this concentration does not create a healthy balance for either Washtenaw County or
the individuals who live in affordable housing situations.
Ypsilanti is rich in diversity on a number of levels and we are proud of that! Having people from a wide range of
economic strata living in our community adds value to all. However, Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township may not be the
best place for some people to live. Some folks need to be near services or specific locations, may not have a vehicle,
may struggle with mobility, or have other needs which make it healthier and better for them to live in Ann Arbor.
An opportunity for Ann Arbor to add new options for affordable housing will be on their City Council agenda soon.
Now would be a good time to contact them and let them know that YOU think Ann Arbor can and should take this
opportunity.
Starting Thursday, the City of Ann Arbor is hosting 5 information sessions on affordable housing on two City-owned
sites, (1) the former YMCA site at 350 S. Fifth Avenue and (2) 415 W. Washington Street, across from the new YMCA.
The input sessions last for 4 hours, but you can drop in anytime and go through a number of stations to better
understand affordable housing, learn about the challenges and opportunities of the specific sites, and to give feedback on what you’d like to see there and what you think is best for our wider community.
The sessions are free and open to the public, and we encourage all people who live, work and/or spend significant
time in Ann Arbor to attend one of the below open-house style sessions. Weekend, day, and evening options have
been included to expand feedback opportunities from all.
Housing + Affordability: Community Discussion Dates
• Thursday, Dec. 5 at the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority, 150 S. 5th Ave., Suite 301, 5-9 p.m.
• Friday, Dec. 6 at the Ann Arbor District Library Downtown Branch, third floor freespace, noon-4 p.m.
• Saturday, Dec. 7 at the Ann Arbor YMCA, Michigan Room, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
• Sunday, Dec. 8 at Cirq, 210 S. 1st St., noon-4 p.m.
• Monday, Dec. 9 at the Ann Arbor District Library Downtown Branch, third floor freespace, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Those unable to attend a discussion can share feedback via the project webpage or email questions to Delacourt at
ddelacourt@a2gov.org. Staff will be working to provide more feedback opportunities, including an online survey, in
the near future. Social media links

FIRE DEPARTMENT STORY
Once in a while we need to hear a success story. Ypsilanti has a dedicated public safety staff who often go unnoticed
or overlooked. I am sharing this story from an anonymous source; it has been circulating around on social media for
a while now. Sometimes, things go right.
Let’s hear it for the Ypsilanti Fire Department! Story from Reddit follows:
I bet I’m one of a very small group of living people who has a picture of themselves dead. In April 2016 I overdosed
on heroin (clean ever since) and someone took this picture when I had been without a pulse for 10-15 minutes.
Doctors were amazed I survived. No brain damage, even.
You can see the image and the post at this link, but will warn that the image may be distressing to some.
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SNOW EMERGENCY GUIDELINES AND MORE
It occured to me that a full round up of all the snow procedures might be helpful for Ypsilanti residents and visitors.
Our City Manager, Frances McMullan stepped up with the following article:

On Street Parking: Declaring Weather Emergencies

Whenever the City Manager finds that parking on city streets be prohibited and restricted for snow plowing, a
parking prohibition on primary snow emergency routes or secondary snow emergency routes, or both may be put
into effect by declaring a weather emergency. This may happen on the basis of falling snow, sleet or freezing rain, or
on the basis of the forecast by the United States weather bureau, or other weather service.
Once in effect the prohibition against parking on the snow emergency routes shall remain in effect until
terminated by an announcement of the City Manager. During the snow emergency no person shall park or allow to
remain parked any vehicle on any portion of the primary snow route. For the secondary snow routes, no person shall
park or allow to remain parked any vehicle on any portion of the secondary snow route between 12:01 a.m. and 8:00
a.m. For the secondary snow route, the prohibition shall terminate for the part of a street which has been
substantially cleared of snow and ice from curb to curb for a length between two consecutive street intersections.
Vehicles parked on the snow emergency routes during emergencies may be towed and impounded.

Snow Emergency Routes

The primary snow emergency routes are the State trunk lines within the City. These roads include:
Michigan Avenue between Hamilton St. & the Eastern city limit
Huron Street between I-94 & Cross St.
W. Cross Street between Huron St. & Washtenaw Ave.
Washtenaw Avenue between Hewitt Rd & Hamilton St.
Hamilton St between I-94 and Washtenaw Ave.
Ecorse Road within the City Limits
The secondary snow emergency routes are the City Major streets within the City. These roads include:
Cornell, Leforge, Lowell, Mansfield, N. Huron River Dr,
Anna, Congress, Oakwood, Summit, W. Cross
Wallace, E. Forest, N. Prospect, Miles, E. Cross
N. River, Holmes, Ferris, S. Prospect, Emerick
Factory, Catherine, S. Grove, S. Adams, Maus
Tyler, Spring, S. Washington, First, Harriet
Hawkins, Monroe, Perry, S. Mansfield, Second
W. Ainsworth

Giving Notice

The on-street parking prohibition will take effect when the City Manager causes the notice to be publicly
announced by radio stations with normal operating ranges covering the city. The city may also report the snow
emergency to other local and regional news sources. For primary snow emergency routes the on street parking
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prohibition will take effect at the time provided in the announcement. For secondary snow emergency routes the
on street parking prohibition will not take effect earlier than twelve (12) hours after the first announcement.

City Parking Lot Snow Removal Procedures

If snowfall exceeds three inches (3”), parking lots will be cleared within 48 hours after the snowfall has ended. A
crew will be brought in between 3:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m. to clear parking lots of snow.
Parking lot entrances will be posted 24 hours prior to clearing, using signage which states: “No Parking between 3-6
a.m., Violators Will Be Towed,” with the date specified or the morning the snow will be cleared from the parking lot.
Residential parking permit holders will not be ticketed or towed from on-street parking while lots are being cleared
of snow.
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MAYORAL OFFICE HOURS CANCELED TIL JANUARY
Due to a number of family health emergencies and the Holiday season, I am canceling my office Hours until January
2020. I enjoy these interactive times, so this is not a choice I make easily.
Fear not! I am still available to you. Continue to reach out to me for any need, idea, or concern. I am still accessible to
you through social media or:
Mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
734-368-3573 cell
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FEAT. COMMISSION: THE HISTORIC COMMISSION

BY CLERK ANDREW HELLENGA

Mayoral Comments: This commission is becoming increasingly active. Recently, commission staff has been conducting
walking tours of the historic district -- these have been very well attended. In addition, the HDC recently submitted an
application to have our own Highland Cemetery listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Now, back to your
regularly scheduled remarks on this Commission by Clerk Hellenga.
The Local Historic Districts Act was first passed in Michigan in 1970 to preserve historic structures existing in the
state. The purpose of historic preservation is to safeguard the heritage of the city by preserving districts which
reflect elements of its cultural, social, economic, political and architectural history of the city. The Historic District
Commission was established in order to determine the appropriateness of construction located in those Historic
Districts.
The Historic District Commission has been granted expressed powers in its enabling legislation. The Commission
may determine the appropriateness in any alterations made to properties located in the established districts. The
Commission may render advice and guidance with respect to any proposed work on any resources located within
the historic districts. The Commission may also accept and administer grants regarding purposes of historic preservation. The above are only a few of the powers provided to the Commission.
The Commission consists of seven members serving three year terms. The majority of members shall have a clearly
demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation. One member, if available, should be a graduate of
an accredited school of architecture with two years of architectural experience. If you are interested in serving on
the HDC, or one of the city’s other commission please visit the website to submit an application. Click here to access
an application.

The HDC’s most recent Throwback Thursday highlights this 1941 photo of 56 N. Huron. The skinny building was erected ca.1925 to house the City’s public
restroom, known as a Comfort Station, and the office of the city social worker. The building later became the downtown police station (pictured). Since the
mid-twentieth century it has housed a variety of shops and professional offices. Currently the storefront is home to Ypsilantiqué.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
Home for Christmas
Thurs. Dec 12
7:30P
Towsley Auditorium
Washtenaw Community College

DIVERSITY
Krampus Costume Ball The Return of Krampus
Dec 14, 6p-12a
Dreamland Theater
26 N. Washington St.
Facebook Event
Everybody has Santa but Ypsilanti has Krampus!

HERITAGE
FREE TO ALL!
EVERYONE WELCOME!
(HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE).
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Parking Mapshttps://cityofypsilanti.com/parking
Meeting for Lane Reduction RSVPhttps://www.facebook.com/events/3621815387828909/
Housing + Affordability Project Pagehttps://www.community-engagement-annarbor.com/
Housing + Affordability Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/events/415672459109064/
YFD Reddit Posthttps://www.reddit.com/r/pics/comments/dz6rnx/i_bet_im_one_of_a_very_small_group_of_living/
Commission Applicationhttps://www.cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Boards-Commissions-6/Citizen-Advisory-Boards-and-Commissions--45
Krampushttps://www.facebook.com/events/706221023206153/
Council live stream:
https://cityofypsilanti.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=95

We now have live-streaming and recording of City Council and many Commission meetings. See the link below to
see how it looks from our last streamed Council meeting.
Note the icons on the agenda (on the left sidebar) that look like movie cameras. Clicking those icons will take you
directly to that agenda item. This feature allows you to focus on the agenda item or discussion that interests you the
most.

STREAM HERE

