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MAYORAL BULLETIN

UPDATES AND NEW NEWS

					
Train Platform/Station:
Nothing to report yet. The CRISI grant results are expected mid-March. Expect announcements immediately.
Snow Clearing:
Good news, all! The City has rewritten its snow removal plan to
prioritize City-managed sidewalks. Can you believe, it was not
formally written into our plan until now? This is a vital, exciting,
and needed positive change, “And you helped!”--ancient
Hamburger Helper reference from the dawn of time.
If snowfall is under 3”, streets are not plowed, but
City-managed sidewalks will be cleared. If snowfall is more than
3”, all streets and sidewalks will be cleared.
The following is the current snow removal priority list:
• Priority 1: State Trunklines
• Priority 2: Major Streets
• Priority 3: Local Streets
• Priority 4: City Owned Parking Lots
• Priority 5: City Alleys
Here is the updated priority list:
• Priority 1: State Trunklines
• Priority 2: Major Streets
• Priority 3: Local Streets + City Maintained Sidewalks
• Priority 4: City Owned Parking Lots
• Priority 5: City Alleys
Photo by Leisa Thompson

All of us want to keep our sidewalks accessible for everyone. I am particularly mindful of making it as easy as
possible for people with disabilities to be able to move around our City as safely and as easily as possible.
Our community has expressed a desire to emphasize non-motorized forms of transportation; walking, biking,
public transit, etc. By making this needed change, we are stating emphatically that this is a priority in our City. Did
you know that some cities have changed to clearing sidewalks first? It’s true! (and it is considered a gender equality
change, as women are statistically more likely to walk). Here is an interesting article discussing one example of that
change.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 1
Freighthouse Changes:
A letter has been sent to the Friends of the Ypsilanti Freighthouse exercising the 60 day notification clause in our
agreement that the City will assume management of the building. A committee has been formed to help with the
transition. This committee includes council members, previous FOYF board members, current FOYF board
members, and a third party moderator.
Staff has been getting many calls asking to use the Freighthouse, and we need to start booking and helping those
folks. This letter allows us to start that ball rolling, get these requests on the books, and keep our beloved
Freighthouse available for all of us!
This committee will work together during the next 60 days to make this transition as smooth as possible for all
interested parties. Our longterm goal is to help the Freighthouse continue as a community asset and to grow in
strength as the valued resource we all want it to be.
The members of the committee are:
• Frances McMullan - City Manager
• Ron Bluhm - Current FOYF Board Member
• Corrine Sikorski - Current FOYF Board chair
• Andy French - Business Owner and Vice-Chair of YDDA
• Linda French - Former FOYF Chair
• Kim Ion - Former FOYF Chair
• Gary McKeever - Former FOYF Member
• Annie Somerville - Council Member
• Steve Wilcoxen - Council Member
• Lois Richardson - Mayor Pro-Tem
• Beth Bashert - Mayor

Moms Demand Action: Gun violence is harming people in our community every day. When an act of gun violence
occurs, the victim, the shooter and both their families are changed forever. All of them lose, either to physical harm,
death, prison, or massive loss.
MDA is lobbying our state at this event. To reduce gun violence, we need action at the state and federal level. For
those of you for whom this is a vital issue, joining them at this event will be an effective action to take.
Tuesday, February 5, Lansing Advocacy Day. Let your voice be heard!
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BORDER TO BORDER TRAIL NEWS:
From the desk of Bonnie Wessler, Parking and Projects Manager for the City of Ypsilanti
Border to Border trail improvements will be starting soon! This summer, the City is working with the
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission to re-pave the portion of the Border to Border trail along the
river in Frog Island, and to pave a new asphalt shared-use trail along Grove from the River’s Edge Trail (aka the Water
Street Trail) to the old Ford plant, north of I-94, replacing the existing sidewalk. As part of this work, nine trees will be
removed before the end of March; these trees have been marked with an orange dot. Trail work is planned to begin
in earnest this summer (date TBD)--watch this space for updates!

UNDER- AND UNEMPLOYED ARTICLE: LOCAL GOVERNMENT IS KEY
Many of the people in our community fall into the category of underemployed as described in this article. It
is relevant and informative regarding some of what is needed to help folks move out of poverty. The article
makes it clear that much of the work to help overcome these hurdles is left to local governments. Job training,
education, child care, public transportation are just the beginning of the list of barriers that local governments
must address to make a difference in their lives.
Pull this quote out: Finally, the state (Michigan) “is prone to unreliable and uncoordinated public transportation systems and crumbling roads, and, historically, the highest in the nation auto insurance costs.”

BASHERT’S BI-WEEKLY MAYORAL BULLETIN. FEBRUARY 7, 2020

4

LITTLE LEAGUE NEWS
It is almost baseball season, y’all! Get ready to knock one out of the park!

REFUGEE NEWS: FEDERAL NEWS AND LOCAL ACTION
I am proud to tell you that Ypsilanti is one of the communities in Michigan active in the below case as well as being
a “Do Not Ask” City (whenever it is not required, our policy to not ask about immigration or citizenship status).
Supporting this case is part of our work to help our community embrace across all lines of diversity.
Here is an update.

BASHERT’S BI-WEEKLY MAYORAL BULLETIN. FEBRUARY 7, 2020

5

PARKS AND RECREATION
MASTER PLAN

PUBLIC HEARINGS
WITH THE PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMISSION

FEBRUARY 11. 7P
SENIOR CENTER 1015 N. CONGRESS ST.

WITH CITY COUNCIL

FEBRUARY 18. 7P
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 1 S. HURON ST.

DRAFT PLAN AVAILABLE AT
CITYOFYPSILANTI.COM/PARKSPLAN

From the desk of Bonnie Wessler, Parking and Projects Manager, City of Ypsilanti
The Parks and Recreation Commission, with the help of Planning and Public Services staff, is updating the Parks and
Recreation 5-year plan! The current draft is now available--view it in PDF here (large file); you can see the draft plan
and previous plan at cityofypsilanti.com/parksplan, as well as an overview of what’s included in the draft plan.
The Parks & Recreation Commission will be holding a public hearing at their February 11th, 2020 meeting (7pm,
Senior Center) and making a recommendation to City Council; City Council will be holding a public hearing at their
February 18th, 2020 (7pm, City Hall) meeting, then making a decision regarding adoption later that same meeting.
If you can’t make the meeting but would like to provide feedback, please contact Bonnie Wessler at
bwessler@cityofypsilanti.com or 734-483-1421. We’d love to hear how you use the parks and what you’d like to see
in them in the future!
An adopted Parks and Recreation Master plan conforming to certain standards is required by the State of Michigan
for the City to maintain its eligibility for many recreation-related grants, including Natural Resources Trust Fund
grants, and helps to provide a basis for many other grant applications. In addition, the planning process helps the
Recreation Commission, staff, and City Council inventory and prioritize the parks and recreation system, and helps
the City to identify and engage community partners.
RSVP at our Facebook Event Page
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
The Parks and Recreation Commission acts as an advisory body to City Council. The commission makes recommendations to City Council on how park improvement funds are to be used, update the city’s Parks Master Plan, review
and approve “Adopt-a-Park” applications, and many other tasks essential to maintaining the city’s parks system.
Parks are essential to a community’s vibrancy. Parks encourage active lifestyles, which can prevent many physical
and mental health problems. They strengthen local economies by attracting residents and businesses. They make
cities more resilient by managing storm water and mitigate flooding. Parks are a gathering space for communities
and essential to place making.
The commission consists of between nine and eleven individuals, including three youth members, and serve three
year terms. The commission is currently in need of youth members, so if you know of any individuals under the age
of eighteen interested in serving in Ypsilanti have them fill out an application through the link below.
Board and Commission Application

RECYCLING AND CARBON IMPACT
There is a lot of discussion going on in the City right now about recycling, for several reasons. The reason I am going
to focus on today is reducing our carbon footprint to net zero by 2035, City-wide. Not just City government, but
all of us together, including residents, businesses, homeowners, apartments, EMU, healthcare infrastructure -- the
whole kit and kaboodle. This is a heavy lift and many things must change to meet this vital goal.
From the EPA’s Recycling FAQ
Recycling plays an important part in this transformation and here are some good data to support that. EPA data
show that recycling conserves energy and natural resources. For example:
• Recycling one ton of office paper can save the energy equivalent of consuming 322 gallons of gasoline.
• Recycling just one ton of aluminum cans conserves more than 152 million BTU, the equivalent of 1,024 gallons
of gasoline or 21 barrels of oil consumed.
• Recycling just 10 plastic bottles saves enough energy to power a laptop for more than 25 hours. Plastic bottles
are the most recycled plastic product in the United States as of 2015, according to our most recent report.
How does recycling save energy? When we make new products out of virgin materials, we expend energy to extract
and process those materials. This includes burning fossil fuels. However, if we manufacture products using recycled
materials, we reduce the need for virgin materials and save the energy required to extract and process them.
To estimate how much energy you can save by recycling certain products, EPA has developed a tool called the
individual Waste Reduction Model (iWARM). This tool calculates how much energy you save by recycling aluminum
cans, glass or plastic bottles, magazines or plastic grocery bags, and shows you how long those savings could power
different electrical appliances. Check it out!
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FARMERS MARKET UPDATEby Dayna Popkey
This month, the Ypsilanti Farmers Market is open on February 11th and 25th
from 3-7 downtown. Back by popular demand- the Ypsi Farmers Market is
hosting more clothing swaps! Bring what you can and take what you
need- you do not need to bring a donation to take something home.
Clothing swaps will be on the second Tuesday of the month: February 11th,
March 10th, and April 14th. In other Growing Hope news, we’re hiring! Join
our team as our Youth Programs Assistant. This person will support many
of Growing Hope’s youth programs, including our summer and after-school
Seed to Plate gardening and cooking lessons, youth field trips to our urban
farm and Farmers Markets, and our Teen Leadership and Summer Program.
Visit this LINK for more details.

HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
Three Christs
February 7-12th
Michigan Theater
FB Event

h

Based on the remarkable book, The Three Christs Of Ypsilanti, this true story is a fascinating and moving look at one
man’s journey into the deepest mysteries of the human mind. In 1959, psychiatrist Dr. Alan Stone (Richard Gere)
arrives at the Ypsilanti State Hospital armed with the radical belief that schizophrenic patients should be treated
not with confinement and electroshock therapy but with empathy and understanding. As his first study, he takes
on the particularly challenging case of three men (Peter Dinklage, Walton Goggins, and Bradley Whitford) who each
believe they are Jesus Christ. Hoping that by getting them together in the same room to confront their delusions
he can break through to them, Dr. Stone begins a risky, unprecedented experiment that will push the boundaries of
psychiatric medicine and leave everyone involved--including Dr. Stone himself--profoundly changed. Opens
February 7 at the Michigan Theater, and runs through Wed Feb 12, also showing elsewhere in the area.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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DIVERSITY
Men of Courage, Strength and
Service
February 29 5-8P
Parkridge Community Center
591 Armstrong Dr
FB Event

This is an invite to our entire Facebook family, please grab your father, brother, husband, uncle, cousin, and friend
and join us for our annual Black History Month event, celebrating the Men in our Community. Pastor Harold
Wimberly will be our Keynote Speaker.

HERITAGE
Opera on Tap!
February 16th 3:30-6:30P
Towsley Auditorium
Washtenaw Community College
FB Event

Join Ypsi Symphony Orchestra (YSO) for their concert taking place on Sunday, February 16, 2020 from 3:30 PM –
6:30 PM at Towsley Auditorium at the Morris Lawrence Building at WCC. Music Director Adam C. Riccinto and the
YSO celebrate their 21st season with a concert at which they will “Raise a Glass” with Opera on Tap. The program
will feature selections from Bizet – Carmen Suites 1 and 2, Wagner – Overture to Die Meistersinger, Rossini –
Overture to the Barber of Seville, and more.

IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573
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Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Clearing sidewalks first in Sweden:
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2018/01/24/why-sweden-clears-walkways-before-roads/
Moms Demand Action:
https://act.everytown.org/event/moms-demand-action-event/30759/signup/?akid&source=mda-web--event-search&fbclid=IwAR0Cb6_hjgAEbnGL9ZtMD_xs4qEu8ybHTNRPLY4jxy7ziV6Lai5QSCxrYZg
Under and Unemployed article:
https://crcmich.org/publications/overcoming-barriers-for-the-underemployed
Do not ask City:
https://cityofypsilanti.com/DocumentCenter/View/2339/Consent-Follow-up---Ypsilanti-FOR-NEWSLETTER
Parks Plan Draft:
https://cityofypsilanti.com/DocumentCenter/View/2303/Draft-Parks-and-Recreation-Master-Plan-2020-01-10
February 11th Meeting:
https://cityofypsilanti.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=1319&month=2&year=2020&day=11&calType=0
February 18th Meeting:
https://cityofypsilanti.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=1250&month=2&year=2020&day=18&calType=0
Parks and Rec Master Plan Public Hearings:
https://www.facebook.com/events/468511973823557/
Boards and Commissions Application:
https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Boards-Commissions-6/Citizen-Advisory-Boards-and-Commissions--45
EPAs Recycling FAQ:
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/frequent-questions-recycling
EPA Data:
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/advancing-sustainable-materials-management
Recycling:
https://www.epa.gov/recycle
Most Recent Report:
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/advancing-sustainable-materials-management
Individual Waste Reduction Model:
https://www.epa.gov/warm/individual-waste-reduction-model-iwarm-tool
Ypsilanti Farmers Market:
https://www.facebook.com/YpsilantiFarmersMarkets/
Clothing Swap:
https://www.facebook.com/events/180961503264758/
Growing Hope:
https://growinghope.net/
Jobs at Growing Hope:
www.growinghope.net/get-involved/jobs-internships
Three Christs:
https://www.facebook.com/events/489637221751650/
Men of Courage, Service and Strength:
https://www.facebook.com/events/640578240102226/
Opera on Tap:
https://www.facebook.com/events/2559828714260793/
Council live stream:
https://cityofypsilanti.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=95

We now have live-streaming and recording of City Council and many Commission meetings. See the link below to
see how it looks from our last streamed Council meeting.
Note the icons on the agenda (on the left sidebar) that look like movie cameras. Clicking those icons will take you
directly to that agenda item. This feature allows you to focus on the agenda item or discussion that interests you
the most.

STREAM HERE

