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PARKING CHANGES

					
The first changes to parking in the City of Ypsilanti are about to move forward. Here is what has been initially
approved by City Council;
• add handicap placard parking in Downtown
• add handicap placard parking in Depot Town
• add handicap placard parking along West Cross in Campus Town
• change on-street parking in Depot Town to a uniform 2-hour limit, 10am-7pm, Mon-Sat
• update painted “no parking” zones (per state law) in Depot Town
• addition of fire lane at Freighthouse
• change Freighthouse parking lot to 3-hour limit
• remove 2-hour limit on Woodward Street between Adams & Hamilton
• changes to Ballard parking lot limit/restrictions
In addition, City Council has approved a vendor for the Kiosk and App paid parking portions of our plan, City &
Passport, Inc.

PENINSULAR DAM UPDATE

Photo Source Doug Coomb and OTG Ypsi

--From: Councilperson Steve Wilcoxen (with input from Commissioner Beth Gibbons)
In 2017, the Ypsilanti City Council authorized the city administration to work with the Huron River
Watershed Council (HRWC) to prepare necessary bid specifications, bid advertisement, and cost sharing
agreement for approval by City Council to complete a study on the scope of work, cost, and impact of the
removal of the Peninsular Dam. Since that time, the fate of Pen Dam has been on the agenda of twelve
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regular City Council meetings and a special Town Hall meeting called to specifically discuss the dam. At
these meetings, there have been seven presentations on the various aspects of the hydropower feasibility,
dam safety, and dam removal. Following the Town Hall meeting, the City released a public survey to
gather further input on the preferences of Ypsilanti residents and non-residents regarding the removal
of the dam. The results of that survey found an overwhelming level of support for the removal from both
City residents (71% support removal) and non-residents (73% support removal).
Taking into account the opinions and expertise from all the above engagement opportunities, on May
7, 2019, Ypsilanti City Council approved up to $500,000 for the removal of Peninsular Dam to be coupled
with and used to attract outside grants to complete the project as listed in the 2018 opinion of probable
construction cost completed by Princeton Hydro.
In November 2019, the Huron River Watershed Council submitted a grant, coordinated with the City, to
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ Fisheries Habitat Grant program to advance the
removal process of Pen Dam. The technical focus of the grant is to “oversee the completion of an
engineering design study, manage an advisory committee, and create a restoration plan for the current
impoundment. Further, “The engineering design study and restoration plans developed during this
project will directly and immediately inform the removal of Pen Dam. It will identify unforeseen issues and
address the core challenges highlighted in the feasibility study, namely infrastructural impacts and
appropriate management of sediment above the dam.”
As part of the grant proposal, the City of Ypsilanti submitted a Public Engagement Plan highlighting the
high value the City places on engagement, communication and transparency; it also addresses the
challenges that many communities, including Ypsilanti, face in distributing unbiased, accurate information to the diverse residents and neighboring residents. In order to uphold our community values,
especially through this crucial period, our engagement plan includes 3 key elements: Creation of a Public Engagement Committee; Focus Group Engagement & Action-Oriented Workshops; and An Adaptive
Structure that Encourages Input, Iteration and Improvement.
While waiting to hear on the funding of the grant (a response is expected in the next several weeks), the
City is moving forward with the Public Engagement Plan. I will provide installment updates on the grant
and Public Engagement Plan in future Mayor’s newsletters. The above information is compiled from the
proposal. I want to thank Beth Gibbons, Sustainability Commissioner, for her significant contributions to
the proposal.
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YPSI FEST ANNOUNCES NEW LOCATION
A bit of history: Every August, since the late 1970s, Ypsilanti hosted an event called the Heritage Festival.
At its peak, 100K people attended the Heritage Festival annually over the three days it was held. After
many years, the long-standing committee that organized it retired en masse. This left a void and a new
group stepped up to continue running the Heritage Festival.
This second planning group re-imagined the festival as more of a musical event, while retaining the name
Heritage Festival. Many of the heritage elements were set aside, however, while many more bands and
performers were added, and they took on a more primary role. Although music is a vital part of our
community, this version of the Heritage Festival was less successful, racked up some debt, and the
planners stepped down after just a few years.
A third group of planners then took on the August festival. They renamed it YpsiFest, paid off the debt, and
added in new elements to broaden the appeal of the festival. These newer elements were more
entertainment-related rather than heritage-related. Attendance increased somewhat, and the debt was
reduced.
Stress between the community and the festival emerged in recent years. The organizers of YpsiFest did
not allow unaccompanied youth to attend, in conflict with the City’s Nondiscrimination Ordinance and the
desires of the community. In addition, YpsiFest was slow to respond to the needs of the Depot Town
merchants, who repeatedly expressed problems with the street closures, among others issues. There were
also vendors selling items like confederate flags, which was disturbing to many of our residents and
visitors. Organizers objected to parking regulations which protected the grounds of Riverside Park. An
ordinance which gave special privileges to the original Heritage Fest was repealed by City Council,
returning to a common set of rules that apply to all such events.
YpsiFest is not the Heritage Festival. It is its own event, with its own style. Recently, YpsiFest announced
that it is moving to the Saline Fairgrounds next year. As the organizers announced the move, they also
expressed displeasure with the City and our staff. YpsiFest has publicly blamed Council and City staff for
the above struggles arising from the festival. I am not going to engage in that blame game: it is not helpful
to our community or to their efforts. Instead, I am going to wish them all the best of success at their new
location.
Heritage Festival will live long in our hearts. I recall fondly the annual parade, the historical encampments,
the Buffalo Soldiers and other re-enactors, the steam engine displays, the history presentations and tours,
and the olde timey baseball games, among other features that our community enjoyed year after year.
However, there is another great Ypsilanti festival that is held the fourth Saturday in August, so we are not
without a community event to attend! Parkridge Summer Festival/Joe Dulin Day is held in Parkridge Park
every year. The food is awesome, the music is incredible, this event is youth embracing, and it is a strong
reflection of our community. It is a stand-out event that I hope you will put in your calendar for next
August.
Lastly, I want to commend anyone who takes on a task like organizing a large event or festival. It is a huge
undertaking and is often thankless. Our City is lucky to have so many successful and smoothly-run festivals
annually. These events come back year after year, and work efficiently with the City and our Community.
They add color and depth to our summers and we are thankful to have them here in Ypsilanti.
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HELP WANTED: COMMISIONER FOR

POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION (WARD 3)
This Commission is advisory to City Council.
Qualifications: Has lived in the City for a year or more. Is a citizen of the United States. Cares about community
relationships with the Police Department. Will faithfully attend one meeting a month, prepared by reading relevant
materials in advance. Will work in compliance with Open Meetings and Freedom of Information Act laws.
Having a strong relationship between the City Police Department and the Community is vital, especially in these
charged times. Would you like to be part of the solution and help strengthen this relationship?
Apply HERE

FARMERS MARKET UPDATEby Dayna Popkey
The Ypsilanti Farmers Market indoor market continues on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of the month from 3-7pm downtown.
Next market is February 25, and there will be paczki!
If you grow, bake, make, or craft something and you’ve thought about
being a vendor at the Ypsi Markets, now is the time to apply for the outdoor
season! Applications and market policies can be found on our website!
We’re also hosting free workshops in March and April for food businesses
and farmers. Learn about business planning, season extension, food licensing, and more! See our calendar for details.

TREE REMOVAL LIST
Folks: Every year the City publicizes the planned schedule of City-managed trees that are slated for
trimming or removal. Trees that fall into that category are in lawn extensions (the patch of lawn between
the sidewalk and the street), as well as trees in City parks.
Here is a link with that list for 2020.
If you have questions about a tree that is either listed or not, call 734-483-1421.

“LIVE YPSI” A SUCCESS STORY!
EMU’s LiveYpsi program has helped employees purchase almost 70 homes in 8 years
READ MORE
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NEW AND EXCITING ABSENTEE VOTING POSSIBILITIES AND PROCESSES
On March 10, 2020 the Presidential Primary election will be held. This marks the first election in which our new voter
laws will take effect. The goal of these changes is to increase voter participation. Jump on in, the water is fine!
A keystone of the new law is “no reason absentee voting.” You can now vote absentee simply because you want to.
Read on to learn how that works.
ABSENTEE VOTING RULES
--From the desk of Andrew Hellenga, City Clerk
With the passage of Proposal 3 during the 2018 General Election, absentee voting is now available to all registered
voters in the State of Michigan. Voting absentee is a simple process:
1. Request an absentee ballot application, then complete, and return to the City Clerk’s Office at One South Huron
Street, Ypsilanti (City Hall).
2. Once you have submitted your absentee application, you will be provided with your ballot. Ballot will be issued
by mail or in person. Please note if requesting an absentee ballot, or ballot application in person, you are only permitted to receive yours, you may not be given another person’s ballot.
3. Upon the ballot’s completion, return the ballot to the City Clerk’s Office either by mail or in person.
Ballots may be requested by mail until 5:00
pm the Friday preceding an election, and in
person until 4:00 pm the Monday prior to an
election. If you are registering to vote on
Election Day, you may request an absentee
ballot until the polls close at 8:00 pm.
To receive applications for absentee ballots
automatically for each election, you must
request to be a part of the Permanent
Absentee Voter List. A request can be made
in writing, by phone, or in person. Being a
part of the Permanent Absentee List does not
mean you must vote absentee, and it is an
excellent way to be notified of less
advertised Special Elections.

If you have any questions regarding Absentee Voting please contact your City Clerk’s Office at (734) 483-1100.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
HBCU Homecoming Dance
Saturday, February 22
5-8P
EMU McKenny Ballroom
878 W. Cross St.
FB Event

Come celebrate your Homecoming Pride Jack & Jill style with friends! Represent your favorite HBCU college or
university by wearing their gear or rock your Jack & Jill wear and come kick it with us. There will be music, games,
activities, photos, food and of course lots of dancing. AGES 8-13 ARE WELCOME.
Sat, 2/22 5-8pm, hosted by Jack & Jill, 878 W Cross Street, Ypsilanti

DIVERSITY
Men of Courage, Strength and
Service
February 29 5-8P
Parkridge Community Center
591 Armstrong
FB Event

This is our annual Black History Month celebration and it’s free to all! Don’t miss it! Pastor Harold Wimberly will
be our Keynote Speaker. Harold earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Eastern Michigan University
in 1989. Since then, he has been named Youth Counselor of the Year in Washtenaw County; Bob Rader’s National
Counselor of the Year; and the S.L Roberson Community Leadership Award in Washtenaw County for outstanding community engagement among other honors. He says, “My career path has always been working with youth
and families that society typically overlooks or that have limited to no resources and restore a hope for youth and
families in struggling communities.” Harold has also spent several years as the Program Director for the Michigan
Prisoner Reentry program of Washtenaw County which allowed him to counsel high risk men and women coming
home after being incarcerated for a minimum of 10yrs. He is the head pastor at Christian Love Fellowship Ministries
International church in Ypsilanti.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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HERITAGE

Ypsi 9th Hour
Wed, February 26, 2020
5 – 7P
Grove Studios
884 Railroad Street
Suite B
Eventbrite
A free networking event to create a community of current and future downtown workers. Each month, a different
innovative organization in Ypsilanti will host this event. After working an eight-hour day, spend the ninth enjoying
food and drinks while immersing yourself into Ypsilanti’s after-work camaraderie. Join us for the second Ypsi 9th
Hour of 2020! It will be hosted by Grove Studios. Located in one of Michigan’s most creative corridors spanning
from Detroit to Ann Arbor, Grove offers space to meet, make, collaborate, and learn, whether you’re a musician, DJ,
podcaster, producer, or music teacher, each self-service studio is available 24/7.
Whether you own a long-running business here in Ypsilanti or are new to the community, come out for our 9th
Hour to meet other like-minded folks on February 26, 2020. Hope to see you there! Please register via Eventbrite to
attend this event: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ypsi-9th-hour-grove-studios-tickets-92726741179
Wed, 2/26 5pm at Grove Studios, 885 Railroad Street, Ypsilanti

IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573
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Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Police Advisory Commission:
https://www.cityofypsilanti.com/FormCenter/Boards-Commissions-6/Citizen-Advisory-Boards-and-Commissions--45
Ypsilanti Farmers Market:
https://www.facebook.com/YpsilantiFarmersMarkets/
Farmers Market Applications
http://bit.ly/YpsiMarketVendor
Growing Hope Calendar
https://growinghope.net/calendar/
Live Ypsi
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/02/emus-liveypsi-program-has-helped-employees-purchase-almost-70-homesin-8-years.html
Tree Removal Schedule
https://cityofypsilanti.com/599/Tree-Removal-Schedule
HBCU Homecoming
https://www.facebook.com/events/458839928401063/
Men of Courage, Service and Strength:
https://www.facebook.com/events/640578240102226/
Ypsi 9th hour
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ypsi-9th-hour-grove-studios-tickets-92726741179
Council live stream:
https://cityofypsilanti.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=95

We now have live-streaming and recording of City Council and many Commission meetings. See the link below to
see how it looks from our last streamed Council meeting.
Note the icons on the agenda (on the left sidebar) that look like movie cameras. Clicking those icons will take you
directly to that agenda item. This feature allows you to focus on the agenda item or discussion that interests you
the most.

STREAM HERE

