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MAYORAL BULLETIN

WALMART IN YPSI TWP. TO CLOSE APRIL 3, 2020
					

While I am not a personal user of Walmart stores, this closure has a
significant impact on our local community.

220 people work there and are losing their positions
220 families were just informed of a potential major loss of stability
•
A Big Box location will now be empty, these are incredibly difficult to fill as is
evidenced by an epidemic of empty big box stores around our country
•
People who have prescriptions filled at this location will now have to find another location for
their health care needs
•

•

My heart goes out to the families of employees who are impacted by this closure. While the employees will be offered jobs at other Walmart locations, that solution may not be workable for some, due to distance, transportation,
and other considerations. Walmart is closing 3 stores in the entire country and this is one. The other two are in the
Carolinas.

NEWS FROM GOVERNOR WHITMERS’ OFFICE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 3, 2020
Contact: BrownT56@michigan.gov
Governor Whitmer Creates Task Forces to Combat Spread of Coronavirus
Governor creates COVID-19 task forces focused on state operations, health care, education, and the
workforce
LANSING, Mich. -- Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced the creation of four task forces to
combat the spread of coronavirus and assess the impact it may have on Michiganders’ day-to-day lives. The task
forces include:
1. The COVID-19 Task Force on State Operations, covering all aspects of state operations, including
employment and facilities;
2. The COVID-19 Task Force on Health and Human Services, covering the provision of medical and human
services, including protecting the healthcare workforce;
3. The COVID-19 Task Force on Education, covering K-12 public schools and universities and colleges; and
4. The COVID-19 Task Force on Economy/Workforce, covering general economic impact, workforce, supply chain,
business continuity, and related issues.
The task forces will include key state government agencies, who will work closely with the appropriate community
and non-governmental stakeholders.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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“While there have been no confirmed cases in Michigan yet, we must recognize that this virus has the potential to
impact nearly every aspect of our lives,” said Governor Whitmer. “From our public schools, colleges, and universities
to our businesses and hospitals, we must harness all of the resources we have to ensure we can prevent the spread
of coronavirus and keep Michiganders safe. This is a strong, smart team that will make protecting our public health
their number one priority and work closely with me to protect the people of our state.”
On February 3rd, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services activated the Community Health Emergency Coordination Center, and they have been working diligently with local health
departments, health systems, and medical providers to make sure appropriate screening and preparations for
COVID-19 are being made. On Friday, February 28th, Governor Whitmer activated the State Emergency Operations
Center to maximize coordination with state, local and federal agencies, as well as private
partners, and to help prevent the spread of the disease. Since then, the administration has been working with
schools, businesses, medical providers, and local health departments to make sure they have the information they
need to prepare for potential cases. Today, MDHHS also launched a campaign to raise awareness of appropriate
hand washing techniques to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other
illnesses.
COVID-19 has been identified as the cause of an outbreak of respiratory illness first detected in Wuhan City in the
Hubei Province of China. As of March 3rd, there were over 91,313 cases globally, with over 3,000 deaths. There are
at least 10 states reporting cases of the disease, with at least 2 deaths. Person-to-person spread of the virus has occurred in the U.S., with some of those occurring in people with no travel history and no known source of exposure.
Michigan currently has no known cases of the disease. For the general American public, who are unlikely to be exposed to this virus at this time, the immediate health risk from COVID-19 is considered low. People in communities
where ongoing community spread with the virus that causes COVID-19 has been
reported are at elevated though still relatively low risk of exposure.
Patients with confirmed infection have reportedly had mild to severe respiratory illness with symptoms of:
• Fever
• Cough
• Shortness of breath
The best prevention for viruses, such as influenza, the common cold or COVID-19 is to:
• Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for 20 seconds. If not available, use hand sanitizer.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or upper sleeve when coughing or sneezing.
• Avoid contact with people who are sick.
• If you are sick, stay home, and avoid contact with others.
Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available at
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.
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TAX ASSESSMENT TUTORIAL
At this time of year, all property owners receive updated tax assessments. Many people have questions or may feel
surprised about the taxable value or SEV of their property. To help, I am sharing the below information about how
property is assessed in Ypsilanti and state-wide.
Click Here for a PDF infosheet all about how property is assessed here in Ypsi.
Of course, no system is flawless and mistakes can occur. If you believe that has happened, there is an appeal process.
Please call the City Assessor to get on the appeal schedule. Here is an outline of the process and contact information
to appeal or ask questions.
From our City Website:
The Board of Review consists of resident taxpayers of the City and are charged with the duty of reviewing your
assessment on an independent basis through the appeals process. You as the Petitioner carry the burden of proof,
therefore, it is important you provide the Board with any documents or materials you feel support your contention
of value and case. This is your opportunity to explain why you feel an adjustment should be made to your property.
The State Equalized Value represents approximately 50% of true cash value (market value). The sales comparison
approach is typically the strongest argument in supporting your case. If this is your argument, it is recommended to
provide sales data comparable to your property. To help assist you, the sales data reviewed during the assessment
period is available via the City website: www.cityofypsilanti.com.
A Board of Review Petition will is required to be filled out and submitted with your appeal. You can obtain a petition
ahead of time via the City website, state website or at the Assessor’s Office. Please refer to the directions on your
assessment notice. Please arrive early if you are obtaining the petition prior to your hearing to allow time to fill out
the petition. Each appointment runs approximately ten minutes. If you cannot attend in person you can submit your
appeal in writing. Please see your assessment notice for the deadline to file a write-in appeal.
You will receive a decision in the mail after final adjournment of the Board of Review. If you are not satisfied with the
Board’s decision you can further your appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. You MUST have filed an appeal with the
local Board of Review FIRST in order to file with the Tribunal. To initiate an appeal please contact the Michigan Tax
Tribunal at:
www.michigan.gov/taxtrib Phone: 517-335-9760 The deadline to file a Residential Appeal with the Tax Tribunal is
July 31, of the current year. The deadline to file a Commercial or Industrial Appeal with the Tax Tribunal is May 31, of
the current year. For further assistance please contact the Assessor’s Office 734-483-7117.
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NOT LOCAL BUT AN AMAZING MOMENT IN BLACK
AND WOMEN’S HISTORY IN OUR COUNTRY
Last month was Black History Month. This Month is Women’s History
Month.
We can discuss why we have to set a month aside for some ignored
classes of people from history another time.
That said, Katherine Johnson represents something significant for
both black and women’s history.
• She was a black person in the sciences black people were not
prevalent in those fields
• She was a woman in the sciences when women were not prevalent in those fields
• She was employed in the south when Jim Crow laws dictated and
restricted many aspects of life for black people
She never gave up her pride or her goals. She was a strong black
woman and we should all admire her.
Enjoy learning about this particular moment in history.

FELONY CONVICTION ADDED AS A PROTECTED CLASS
Mayor’s remarks on City Council unanimous vote on 3/3/20 to add Felony Conviction as a Protected Class to our Non
Discrimation Ordinance:
This addition has been a long pent-up need in our community. If the people who are currently incarcerated in the
United States were a city, it would be one of the 10 largest in the country. Currently, the US is 5% of the world’s
population, yet contains 21% of the world’s incarcerated persons. Black men and people of color overall are incarcerated at significantly higher rates than any other class of people. Our Black community and our Ypsilanti community
overall is significantly harmed by these rates of imprisonment.
People with felony convictions are further harmed by stigma after they have served their time. Societal resistance to
employing, housing, and some public services follow released prisoners for years, or even the rest of their lives. This
increases the likelihood of recidivism, homelessness, and places increased burdens on families.
Ypsilanti’s NonDiscrimination Ordinance (NDO) will be stronger and more effective with this change. By adding
protection in our City for people with a felony conviction, Ypsilanti takes one more crucial step forward as a city who
embraces everyone for work, employment, housing and public accomodation. This will put teeth into my statement
that Ypsi has a place for everyone!
Discrimination doesn’t stop with just one approach. Council read a report recently that “Ban the Box” campaigns (in

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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some cases) increases profiling in employment targeting Black men. This is disturbing and it serves as a reminder
that discrimination is tireless and will continue to seek a way.
That is why this work can’t stop with this first step. Whenever I meet with developers, business and nonprofit leaders
I talk about our NDO: bringing up employment and other practices that can include more people with felony convictions is top of my list. Each of us on Council, our staff, the Human Relations Commission, and all representatives of
the City of Ypsilanti must continue to raise this issue until equity is achieved. Thank you for supporting our NDO.

COUNTIES, CITIES GET MORE ROAD MONEY UNDER BILLS
MIRS News Article - Thursday, February 20, 2020

Counties, cities and local governments would get a larger share of the state’s road funding pot under
legislation introduced by Sen. Ken Horn (R-Frankenmuth) and Rep. Mike Mueller (R-Linden).
SB 0796 and HB 5489 would set aside 43.1% of the Michigan Transportation Fund to counties as opposed to the
current 39.1%. Cities and villages would get 35.1% as opposed to the current 21.8% and 21.8% to state highways
and freeways as opposed to 39.1%.
Horn said the bill flips the funding formula to benefit of fixing local roads, a chief criticism of Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s bonding plan.
“We know that, especially with the bonding that’s going on, the trunk lines are going to be taken care of, but zero
local roads will be addressed,” Horn said. “We also know 42% of local roads are in critical
condition. What we’re looking for is taking existing funding and changing it around so the state truck lines get the
least percentage of the PA 51 money while counties and municipalities get the bulk of it.
“As long as the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has the ability to borrow money to fix its roads -- of
which only 19% are in critical condition -- then let them do that,” Horn said. “However, we do need to have discussions about restraints on what is borrowed. But, as long as we have that ability to deal with our (the state’s) roads, I
think we need to spend existing dollars where we need it the most.”
State trunklines carry 53% of all traffic in the state and more than 70% of the commercial traffic, according to MDOT.
MDOT spokesperson Jeff Cranson said that fighting about how a small pie is divided will never lead to solutions. He
noted that Dennis Kolar of the Oakland County Road Commission agreed in an op-ed this week that revising the Act
51 funding formula will not solve the problem.
“Until we follow the lead of other states and raise more revenue to invest in our roads, this will be a
perpetual fight, putting Michigan further behind other states competing for economic growth.”
On Wednesday, Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey (R-Clarklake)
told reporters that legislative Republicans were beginning to work on a plan to get more road funding to local communities (See “Lawmakers Looking At Funding For Local Roads,” 2/19/20).
MIRS asked Horn if a key aspect behind this approach includes the likelihood that every lawmaker,
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Republicans and Democrats, will be very interested in getting those dollars to local communities?
“Yeah, our constituents need to get back and forth from work,” Horn asserted. “We need to be able to move freight
inside our communities -- and local roads are in the worst conditions. On the trunk lines, with the new financing
they’ll get, we’ll only be fixing about 20% of what needs to be fixed. What we’re looking at is the other 80% that
needs to get a lot of attention.”
“Do you think this could be a measure Gov. Gretchen Whitmer might sign?” MIRS asked.
“We hope so,” Horn said. “We think it can be part of a solution. We’re still always going to have to be
focused on roads. This might buy us a little time to find a suitable, sustainable formula.”
Mueller put out a press release on his plan earlier in the week in which he said, “Michigan drivers are
burdened by the potholes and crumbling roads right outside their front doors, on the local streets they drive on
every day to come home,” Mueller said. “Gov. Whitmer has created her plan to address state roads, and regardless of
whether I agree with that plan, the fact remains that it doesn’t address our local roads. My plan will.”

NEW FITNESS CENTER OPENS
This is of interest for a couple of reasons:
1. There fewer gym/workout locations in our part
of the county than on the west side
2. This fills a long empty big box type building ( the
former Farmer Jacks on Washtenaw) and those are
tremendously hard to find uses for (nationally it is a big
problem)
Lastly and most importantly, it is always a pleasure to welcome a new business into
the area.

STAMAS RESOLUTION URGES BONDING RESTRAINT
Future debt service spending shouldn’t rise above over the $118 million authorized in Fiscal Year 2020 and shouldn’t
stretch for longer than 10 years, according to a Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Jim Stamas (R-Midland)
resolution introduced today.
SR 22 comes in response to Gov. Whitmer’s $3.5 million bonding program through the state Transportation
Commission, which wouldn’t fit under the restrictions Stamas is proposing. According to the House Fiscal Agency,
the debt service against State Transportation Fund project on previous transportation projects goes down to $114
million in FY ‘21 and FY ‘22, $75 million in FY ‘23 and $19.5 million in FY ‘24.
He said bonding is a financing mechanism, not a funding source. Treating it as a funding mechanism will cost
Michigan families more than $5 billion to pay off, he said.
“After proposing a 45-cent gas tax increase last year that the people of Michigan overwhelmingly opposed, the
Governor has rushed a plan to take on billions of dollars in new debt -- just four months after she vetoed a $400
million increase to fix local roads,” Stamas said.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE

BASHERT’S BI-WEEKLY MAYORAL BULLETIN. MARCH 6, 2020

7

CONT. PG. 4
“Instead of going it alone, it’s time for the Governor to come to the table and work with the Legislature on an
affordable, long-term plan that improves all the roads in our state.”
MIRS asked if the resolution is basically a way of expressing the Legislature’s concerns about the Governor’s
bonding proposal.
“I think it is an expression,” Stamas said. “But I think it is also to put forward a sound practice for the Transportation
Commission taking up bonds, along with putting the bonding companies on notice that this is where our
legislative belief is regarding where we should be going with this.”
Cranson responded to the proposal by saying, “The Governor came to the table with a comprehensive, sustainable
funding solution for roads at all levels. The Legislature is yet to offer anything. The Governor’s plan is fiscally
responsible, fixing 122 roads and bridges now because we cannot afford to wait.”

YPSI OTTERS NEWS AND EVENTS:
Folks looking for some great opportunities for their children to have a physical outlet -- look no further than the
Otters. In fact, there are a couple of events coming up where they can meet the Otters and see what swimming on a
team might be like.
When I was about 9 years old and going through the beginning of some hard times with my family situation, being
on a swim team saved me in many ways. I was physically active in a safe and supervised environment, learned
discipline, and formed great friendships.
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OPPORTUNITY FOR MINORITY OWNED BUSINESS OWNERS IN
CONSTRUCTION AND THE TRADES
MDOT is looking for minorities, women and socially and economically disadvantaged business owners to become
DBE certified.
If you own a business specializing in any of the following:
• Construction Repair of Bridges and Special Structures, Concrete Paving & Repair, Construction Inspection &
Testing, Outdoor Electrical Work, Erosion Control, Grading & Drainage Structures, Guardrails, Fencing, Seeding,
Sodding & Erosion Control, Pavement Marking, Surveying, Trucking, Road Construction
More information found HERE

SOLAR YPSI UPDATES
From Dave Strenski, founder and energizer of Solar Ypsi
The City of Ypsilanti continues to expand its solar power with two new installations on local non-profits: the Educate
Youth Club House (educateyouthypsi.org) at 104 S. Huron and the new Ozone House (ozonehouse.org) at 1600 N.
Huron. Interesting that they are both on Huron Street. The Educate Youth Club House has a small system of 3.7kW
that was installed by a project run by the Energy Club at the University of Michigan. They were interested in
learning the whole process of installing solar power and worked the project from start to finish: locating a
non-profit, designing the system, pulling the permits, getting quotes, overseeing the installation, and filling out all
the DTE paperwork. Thank you Energy Club, great job! Over at the Ozone house they installed 30.7kW on their front
roof and even more not visible on the flat roof. These projects show that, even if you’re not able to put solar on your
home or business, you can help someone else put solar on their building.
Several more projects are in the works. The Rutherford pool
has funding for solar for their roof, but we need to wait for
the bath house renovation and new roof to be completed
before that solar project can move forward. SolarYpsi is
working with a local church to put solar on their roof, and
another University of Michigan team is in the early
stages of putting solar on another non-profit building.
You can read more about the UM Energy Club installation
here.
And see pictures of both Huron Street projects on the
SolarYpsi page.
104 S. Huron
1600 N. Huron
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YPSI DDA INSTALLS CIGARETTE BUTT RECYCLING RECEPTACLES
From Elize Jekabson, DDA Coordinator
The US National Institutes of Health estimates that around 4.5 trillion of the 6 trillion cigarettes smoked every year
end up littered in the environment, and the rest end up in landfills. Cigarette butts can get into our storm drains
easily, and ultimately end up in the Huron River. Toxins from the cigarette butts contaminate the river, and fish
mistake the filters for food. All in all, its a pretty nasty ordeal.
The Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority has partnered with TerraCycle and installed 9 cigarette recycling
receptacles in the DDA district as a pilot program this week.
When a receptacle is full, the butts are collected and shipped to TerraCycle. TerraCycle then composts the tobacco
and paper to use on non-agricultural land (golfcourses) , and melts the filters into things like faux-lumber, shipping
pallets, frisbees, ashtrays, and more.
You can find them outside of Tap Room, Haabs, Ziggys, Sidetrack, Aubrees, 734 Brewery, Eagles Market, West Cross
Street Station and Tower Inn!
If you are a business owner in the DDA and you are interested in having a recycling receptacle installed outside of
your business, please shoot me an email at elize@ypsilantidda.org.
Program accepted waste: Extinguished cigarettes, cigarette filters, loose tobacco pouches, outer plastic packaging,
inner foil packaging, rolling paper, and ash.
Please note: We do not accept the paperboard packaging of a cigarette box. Instead, you may recycle this through
Ypsi’s curbside recycling program.
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HIGHLIGHTED UPCOMING EVENTS

PRIDE
First Fridays Fundraiser
Friday April 3, 5-9P
Ziggys
206 W. Michigan Ave.
FB Event

Wow, that is a lot of F’s in a row. Whew! But seriously folks. First Fridays has done more to bring people to our
downtowns in the last decade than almost anything else I can think of. Bring it on, sign on, participate and donate!
From First Fridays Desk: This year we’ve ditched our regularly scheduled gala fundraiser and decided to come to you
during First Fridays. We need your support to keep bringing you monthly art walks, and more events like
Festival of the Honey Bee and Ypsi Pride. We will have live art & music, silent auction, raffle ticket auction of
awesome stuff, great drinks, talented people, and a whole bunch of snacks provided by local restaurants.
Emceed by Mary Larkin, followed by Ypsi Art Inc.

DIVERSITY
Untold Stories of Liberation & Love
Thursday March 12, 6:30-7:30P
YDL- Michigan Ave.
229 W. Michigan Ave.
FB Event
Women of Color from Ypsilanti-based Untold Stories of Liberation & Love will read poems from their newly released
anthology “Love & Other Futures.” Audience members will be invited to explore their own untold stories of
liberation and love. Bring the whole family!

HERITAGE

Ypsi Art Incubator Relaunch
Friday April 3, 9P-1A
Ziggys
206 W. Michigan Ave.
FB Event

Did you know FFY was one of the products of the original Ypsi Art Incubator? We’re bringing it back full circle! At
8pm on April 3, DJ Batz and Dannyboy take the stage as part of Ypsilanti Art Incubator’s revival party, “99 solutions
and a Richard ain’t one.” Dank Frank Merchandise in the building, sculpture by Alexa Dietz, dance until 1am with
Silas Green wsg. Black Alfalfa.
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Assessing Infosheet:
https://cityofypsilanti.com/DocumentCenter/View/2373/City-of-Ypsilanti-Assessments-Infosheet
Katherine Johnson:
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/katherine-johnson-nasa-mathematician-depicted-hidden-figures-dead-101-n1141566
MDOT Minority Opportunities
https://www.facebook.com/events/2717788265108729/
UM Club Energy Installation

http://www.solarypsi.org/blog/2020/02/university-of-michigan-energy-club-install-solar-on-educate-youth-club-house/
Solar Ypsi 104 S. Huron
http://www.solarypsi.org/installations/104_S_Huron
Solar Ypsi 1600 N. Huron

http://www.solarypsi.org/installations/1600_N_Huron

First Fridays Fundraiser
https://www.facebook.com/events/270290290626637/
Untold Stories of Liberation & Love
https://www.facebook.com/events/214892949632658/
Ypsi Art Incubator Relaunch Party
https://www.facebook.com/events/860952397697662/
Council live stream:
https://cityofypsilanti.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=95

We now have live-streaming and recording of City Council and many Commission meetings. See the link below to
see how it looks from our last streamed Council meeting.
Note the icons on the agenda (on the left sidebar) that look like movie cameras. Clicking those icons will take you
directly to that agenda item. This feature allows you to focus on the agenda item or discussion that interests you
the most.

STREAM HERE

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON TUESDAY MARCH 10TH!

