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MAYORAL BULLETIN

With all the craziness going on in the world,
remember to complete your Census form!
This is Vital! Crucial!
An Absolutely Must Be Done!
Seriously, while we are home more than we
had originally planned, instead of spending
your entire time worrying about Coronavirus COVID-19, take a short break and fill
out your Census Form. The information you
share will help our community for the next
decade. Seriously, that is how important it
is.
FILL OUT THE CENSUS

GENERAL COMMENTS/INTRODUCTION
This Newsletter will be a summary of “current” information on Coronavirus and COVID-19 and the local response to
it. I qualified the word CURRENT because the situation is changing faster than daily. In some cases, it is changing by
the hour.
Very few people today were alive in 1918 when the Spanish Flu pandemic stopped the world. Suffice it to say that
the world has changed so much since then that we can safely state that this is entirely new territory for all of us.
We are learning as we go. There are problems that were anticipated and some that were not. As our community,
nation, and world becomes aware of the health, economic, and social implications of what we are going through, I
hope that we all bring patience and understanding as we all work together to find solutions.
That said, let me emphasize that this is a CORONAVIRUS and the variant is COVID-19. It is not the Chinese Flu or
Wuhan Virus or any other name. There has been an uptick of racist attacks and assaults against persons of Asian
descent in the United States and worldwide in response to the pandemic. No one should be blamed or attacked in
Ypsilanti or anywhere due to COVID-19. Let’s stop focusing on fear and instead focus on wiping out this virus while
helping each other meet our needs.
Some needs and problems are local, some state level, some federal, and some worldwide. Our City Council and staff
are working hard to keep our community safe, using the tools we have at our local level of government and
communicating constantly with our County, State and Federal officials about how they can help us.
Above all, the physical, emotional, and economic health of our community
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is at the core of our goals. Ypsilanti has a long and successful history of banding together to solve problems. I have
been heartened at the caring and calm responses I have already seen to this very urgent situation. Our community
should be proud of how we are doing so far. Way to go, team!
Much of the rest of my newsletter will be lists of resources and articles. This is not complete, and parts of it might be
out of date by the time you read it. I recommend verifying each resource before making plans based on this
information.
All these caveats aside, government, neighbors, utilities, companies, etc. are stepping up to offer some form of relief
to people and households impacted by the pandemic. It is for each individual to decide what resources are useful or
not, as the case may be.

CHILD CARE
•

Click here to view a list of childcare providers in Washtenaw County that have confirmed availability as of March
19th. Please contact the childcare provider directly to assure there are openings. For more information, visit
Great Start to Quality’s full resource list. We will continue updating this list to include other cities and townships
in the coming days.
On 3/18, Governor Whitmer signed an executive order outlining the need to create emergency childcare
centers to serve specific staff as part of our essential workforce. If you or someone you know is part of this
essential workforce and needs childcare, please fill out this survey to get connected with someone who can
help you find local childcare. Essential staff include as defined by the Governor’s executive order are: Health
care workers, home health workers, direct care workers, emergency medical service providers, first responders,
law enforcement personnel, sanitation workers, childcare workers, correctional workers, postal workers, public
health employees, key government employees such as child protective services and foster care workers, court
personnel, and others providing key infrastructure to Michiganders such as utilities, mass transit,
manufacturing, and groceries.

•

EVICTIONS
•

Washtenaw County courts have issued temporary moratoriums or hold on evictions. Click here to learn more.

UTILITIES
•
•

DTE (Electric) - Shutoffs for non-payment for low-income eligible customers as well as for senior citizens have
been suspended. For those in need of payment assistance due to loss of income or medical condition, contact
1-800-477-4747.
Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority (Water) – Services have been restored to households with prior water
shutoffs. Water services will be maintained for households with delinquent payments.

EDUCATION
Donations needed! This is an important request from our own Ypsilanti Community Schools for the children at
home instead of school at this time. YCS is asking for the following: Crayons, Sharpened Pencils, Scissors, and books
for children to read at home. Donations can be dropped off at any of these sites below:
• A.C.C.E. (1076 Ecorse Road, Ypsilanti)
• Community Family Life Center (1375 S. Harris Rd., Ypsilanti)**
• Strong Tower Ministries (134 Spencer, Ln., Ypsilanti)**
• Parkridge Community Center (591 Armstrong, Ypsilanti)**
• CRC Community Resource Center (2057 Tyler Rd, Ypsilanti)
• Christian Love Fellowship (1601 Stamford Road, Ypsilanti)
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FOOD
Food Gatherers:

Donate Funds:
Food Gatherers will continuously assess the emergency food needs in our
community. In this unprecedented situation, financial
donations provide Food Gatherers the most flexibility to best respond to
these emerging needs.
Donate now:
www.foodgatherers.org/donate or 734-761-2796.
Donate Food:
We are accepting food donations during our regularly
scheduled hours.
For more information visit www.foodgatherers.org/givefood
Donate Lunches with Love: These pre-packed meal bags are a great way to provide ready-to-eat food to our community. Learn more.
Volunteer:
Food Gatherers relies on volunteers to support our operations. For the safety of staff and volunteers, we are implementing additional food safety and sanitary measures in our warehouse and Community Kitchen.
Learn more.
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Ypsilanti Meals on Wheels:

Donate Funds:
Financial support can help feed a lonely senior or homebound neighbor. Every donation of $35 provides a hungry homebound neighbor
with 5 days of meals.
Volunteer:
YMOW relies on volunteers to deliver meals to individuals. They are
taking extra steps to ensure the health and wellbeing of all volunteers
and the people they serve. Learn more and sign up to volunteer.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
•

•
•

•

The Michigan Department of Education has
published a statewide map that provides residents
with locations of all of the sites that will be
distributing meals to families during the school
closures that were ordered last week by the
governor’s office.
The map, below, will be updated twice each day
during the closure period, which is expected to
last until at least April 6.
Up to two free meals a day are being made
available to all children up to 18 years old
under the Unanticipated School Closure Summer
Food Service Program. Last week, Detroit Public
Schools Community District officials announced
that 58 district buildings would partially open for
limited hours to families to pick up breakfast and/
or lunch beginning Wednesday, March 18.
Link to the map

PETS
Huron Valley Humane Society also has a relief program called Bountiful Bowls to access pet food for families in need.
Info on this program can be found here or you can call them for more info at 734-662-5585.

MEDICAL
Our local Washtenaw County Health Department is making updates available on this page.
The following health clinics are open:
Hope Clinic - Call for information 734.484.2989
Corner Health Center - Call for information .734.484.3600
Packard Health - Call for information 734.926.4900 (Ann Arbor West); 734.971.1073 (Ann Arbor East); 734.985.7200
(Ypsilanti)

BCBS Response to the pandemic:
•
•
•
•
•

BCBS will cover costs of medically necessary tests for COVID-19 for commercial plans.
Early refill limits waived on 30-day supply of prescription maintenance medications (except opioids). Patients
will not be liable for increased costs of non-preferred medications for the treatment of COVID-19 or shortages of
medications stemming from the COVID-19 outbreak.
Prior authorizations waived for diagnostic tests and other services related to COVID019 that are medically
necessary per CDC guidelines.
Encouraging the use of virtual care and nurse hotlines to reduce the need for in-person medical care.
Support children, seniors, and other populations in need through grants and donations. Some suggestions
include try to use mail order for prescriptions, especially for re-fills, whenever
possible.
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•
•
•

Avoid stockpiling medications which could produce shortages.
Promote the nurse helpline with employees-this is seeing low volume currently. 24-Hour Nurse Line The 24-hour
nurse line provides members with a registered nurse who can help assess symptoms and provide guidance for
next steps. BCBSM: 1-800-775-2583 BCN: 1-855-624-5214 Blue Cross Online Visits
Employees can use a smartphone, tablet, or computer to visit online with a board-certified doctor.
Bcbsmonlinevisits.com or call 1-844-606-1608

GOVERNER WHITMER ANNOUNCES SBA LOANS NOW
AVAILABLE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY COVID-19
SBA Disaster Declaration requested by Whitmer Approved
LANSING, Mich. – Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced today the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has
approved her request for a statewide Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) declaration, opening the opportunity to
small businesses to access low-interest loans from the SBA.
“This designation unlocks critical financial resources for small businesses across the state impacted by the tough,
but necessary steps we have taken to mitigate the spread of coronavirus here in Michigan,” Whitmer said. “While
access to these loans is vital, we are continuing to look at every resource available to support our businesses, communities and entrepreneurs around the state impacted by coronavirus.”
The EIDL designation means that Michigan small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, and
nonprofits that have suffered substantial economic losses as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak will now have the
ability to apply for low-interest loans as part of $1 billion in funding made available to the SBA by Congress earlier
this month.
“These SBA loans will provide critical capital for businesses facing a temporary loss of revenue as a result of coronavirus,” said Mark Burton, CEO of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. “We are working closely with the
Michigan SBDC and small business organizations around the state to ensure we can
overcome the significant challenges coronavirus presents and protect the livelihoods businesses
throughout the state provide.”
The application for disaster loan assistance is available at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/. For businesses looking
for more information on how to apply for an SBA EIDL loan or whether it is something they should consider, visit
michiganbusiness.org/covid19.
“Making Economic Injury Disaster Loans available in Michigan is the first step in helping small businesses recover,”
said J.D. Collins, State Director of the Michigan SBDC. “Our team is ready and available to help businesses evaluate
this loan program and access support for their long-term success.”
Today’s EIDL declaration by the SBA adds to the growing number of resources available to small
businesses in Michigan negatively impacted by COVID-19, including the Michigan Small Business Relief Program,
authorized by the Michigan Strategic Fund, which will provide more than $20 million in grants and loans to support
businesses facing drastic reductions in cash flow and the continued support of their workforce.

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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The Michigan Economic Development Corporation’s (MEDC) call center stands ready to support
businesses with questions about assistance available to small business through existing state programs by calling
888.522.0103. The Michigan Small Business Development Center can also provide resources for small businesses
impacted by COVID-19.
Visit their website https://sbdcmichigan.org/small-business-covid19/ for additional information.
Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available at
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.
For those who have questions about the state’s actions to mitigate the spread of coronavirus, please call the
COVID-19 Hotline at 1-888-535-6136 between 8AM - 5PM daily.

HAPPENING ACROSS STATE GOVERNMENT
From Governor Whitmer’s office:
Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available at
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.
•

•

•

•

•

Yesterday, Michigan Department of Corrections was notified that two of its employees have tested positive for
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). One is an employee at the Jackson County Probation Office, who had a
recent history of international travel. The second is an employee at the Detroit Detention Center, who does not
have a history of domestic or international travel.
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson announced that she is exploring options to ensure the May 5 elections do not
put public health at risk. Currently, hundreds of jurisdictions are slated to participate in the May elections, which
give residents the opportunity to vote on numerous local issues, including school district bonds and millages. “I
want to ensure Michiganders maintain their democratic right to vote without putting their health or the health
of our clerks and election workers at risk,” said Benson. “All options are on the table, including conducting the
election by mail.”
Additionally, to reduce the potential for crowding in Michigan Secretary of State offices only critical services are
being offered by appointment. Appointments can be made at Michigan.gov/SOS or by calling 888-SOS-MICH.
The following services are available: ID and driver’s license transactions that must be done in person, title
services, and professional license services. Offices are not open on Saturdays but offering extended weekday
hour
Governor Whitmer and the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) today announced
that MDHHS will close its lobbies to visits from the public, except for appointments, and will stop requiring
residents to visit MDHHS offices in order to receive state assistance benefits during the COVID-19 outbreak.
Nevertheless, MDHHS offices continue to serve the public and will conduct telephone interviews with all public
assistance clients and applicants.
In response to COVID-19, the Unemployment Insurance Agency and Michigan Works! Agencies are strongly
|urging workers to avoid visiting their statewide offices and utilize user-friendly online resources for
unemployment assistance.
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COVID-19 COMMUNITY RESPONSE
Washtenaw County Mutual Aid Resources (Facebook Page)

Local people lending help to each other for the benefit of the whole! From each according to their ability, to each
according to their needs. Topics include local help on General Resources, Finding Food, Protocols for Social
Distancing and Health, Actions, Offers, Education, Housing and more.

Ypsi Community Schools

For details of school response (including educational support and school lunches), please go to this website.

United Way of Washtenaw County

ANN ARBOR, MI (March 17, 2020)- United Way of Washtenaw
County (UWWC) announced a COVID-19 Community Relief Fund had
been established on 3/10/20 to help meet emerging and critical needs in
the community related to the COVID-19 pandemic. The fund has grown to
more than $150,000 with the support of the Song Foundation, individual
donors and businesses.
“The Song Foundation is proud to invest in the United Way COVID-19
Community Relief Fund and we are encouraging others to join this
necessary collaboration to ensure our neighbors, friends and nonprofit
community have the resources they need moving forward.,” shared Linh Song, co-founder of the Song Foundation.
Nonprofit agencies anticipate a surge in neighborhood needs, unchartered service requests and increased staff
capacity needs and operating reserve needs. 100% of the funds raised will be used to help non-profits meet the
needs of the vulnerable populations including those needing food, children, families facing loss of income due to
business closures, health issues and those experiencing housing crisis.
“We encourage employees making Community Relief Fund gifts to see if it qualifies under their company’s
matching gift programs.,” shared Pam Smith, President and CEO of UWWC. “Our systems and procedures are well
tested and can expedite these funds quickly.”
For almost a century the United Way of Washtenaw County has been here for our community. Our agency will
remain open to meet the needs of our County, to support our nonprofit partners and to share information about
how you can help!
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Fill Out the Census
https://my2020census.gov/login
Childcare Providers
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fy5XNdYSyNxboWz2VXEh_gihI6kVr_JdE8YtmfwEZj8/edit#gid=0
Find Local Childcare Survey
http://www.helpmegrow-mi.org/essential
Evictions
https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/15737/Washtenaw-County-Tenant-Handout-031720
Food Gatherers School Lunch
www.foodgatherers.org/lunches
Volunteer with Food Gatherers
www.foodgatherers.org/volunteer
Meals on Wheels Donation
https://ymow.org/make-a-donation/
Ypsi Meals on Wheels COVID-19 Response
https://ymow.org/covid-19/
Volunteer at Ypsi Meals on Wheels
https://ymow.org/volunteer/
Map of all food locations
https://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/schoolnutrition/
Pet Food Assistance
https://hshv.org/get-help/bountifulbowls/bountifulbowlsapplication/
Washtenaw County Health Department Updates
https://www.washtenaw.org/3095/COVID-19
Hope Clinic
https://thehopeclinic.org/
Corner Health Center
http://www.cornerhealth.org/
Packard Health
https://packardhealth.org/
Small Business Relief Program
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/press-releases/2020/03/vital-funding-for-states-small-businesses-gains-michigan-strategic-fund-support/
Michigan Department of Corrections
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98158-522022--,00.html
Closed Lobbies
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98158-522020--,00.html
Avoid Offices
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98158-521985--,00.html
Washtenaw County Mutual Aid Resources
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2424471741198383/

