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MAYORAL BULLETIN

COVID-19 AND YPSILANTI
Hello, all. I hope this newsletter finds you well. How is it going, sheltering in place,
working from home, or being off work completely?
I am settling into a kind of uneven combination of working from home and working
at work: there is a skeleton crew of managers going in where I am employed. I
imagine that many of us are figuring out things as we go,
similarly.
It has been a pleasure to see many people outside enjoying the nice weather,
walking dogs, raking, just strolling, or enjoying our parks.
This newsletter will be a round up of local resources, and businesses that are
currently available. Info on food pantries, restaurants, permits for home projects, etc. I hope you find this helpful.

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Some of us are embracing social distancing, meaning to keep 6 feet between yourself and others in most public
situations. Some of us are resistant. I get it, I really do. I am an extrovert and social distancing is very difficult for
me.
There are numbers of people who are continuing to stand closely with folks, touching, etc. With empathy I say to
you: PLEASE ENGAGE IN SOCIAL DISTANCING.
Our choices to continue to gather in groups, approach closer than 6 feet, and touch others have an impact beyond
yourself. Think second and third degrees beyond the person we are talking with. Think about their elderly parent,
or disabled family member. Think about the already stressed healthcare system, nurses, doctors, staff. All of these
people are at higher risk of infection with COVID-19 everytime we break those social distancing rules. ]
As we used to say during the AIDS epidemic, you’re not just sleeping with ONE person, but everyone they have ever
slept with…!
This pandemic will have a beginning, a middle, and an end. The choices we have are how long this lasts and how
many people are harmed during it. We CAN make an impact. By denying ourselves the short term joy of being close
with someone outside of our home, we make everyone in our community safer.
Thank you. --Beth
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RESTAURANT ROUND-UP
Many of our local restaurants are open and ready for pick up or delivery. Here is a roundup of the food and beverage
establishments in our DDA districts that are open, with their hours and available services.
There is Take-Out during the pandemic!

FREE FOOD RESOURCES IN YPSI
Hope Clinic in Ypsi at 518 Harriet St.
GROCERIES:
Come and pick up a prepacked box of groceries as needed at 518 Harriet St. Ypsilanti.
Boxes will include nonperishable food as well as produce, dairy, meat, and bread as available.
• Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30am - 12:00pm
• Tuesday/Thursday 12:30pm - 3:00pm
• Saturday 10:00am - 12:00pm
If you are not able to come during those hours, emergency food bags are available at the main entrance during
open hours Monday- Friday 8:30am-5:00pm.
HOT MEALS:
All meals are carry out and the Hope dining room is closed until further notice.
• Saturday/Sunday 4:00pm-5:00pm

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 2
Little Free Pantry in Depot Town:

At 315 North River Street (across from the Ypsi Food Co-op and
next door to Cultivate), a little free pantry has sprung up! You are
invited to drop off food and household supplies to share from
your abundance. If you have needs, these items are available
24/7 for your pick up.
Other neighborhoods are getting into the act! If you have a Little
Free Pantry near you, please drop me a line and I’ll add it in a
future newsletter.
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HOME PROJECTS AND PERMITS
FROM THE DESK OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, JOE MEYERS
During the quarantine, we understand that homeowners may be using this time to take on some home
improvements. While we encourage passing the time working on home projects, we also would like to remind you
that having the work inspected for code compliance is still required for certain types of improvements. Although
inspections cannot be performed at this time, we are still accepting applications and will conduct the inspections
when we reopen.
Visit our website and click on the Permit Center to access the permit applications. Complete the application(s)
relevant to the work you will be performing. Then simply mail in the application(s) and plans if applicable, with
payment or put it in the drop box at city hall next to the Huron St. entrance. We are checking the mail 2 - 3 times per
week and still processing applications. If you are unsure about the fees owed for the permits, contact Jenni
Wennerberg and she’ll be able to assist you with the calculations. If you have other questions about inspections
that may be required, please contact Frank Daniels. If you need a paper application mailed to you please email Joe
Meyers at jmeyers@cityofypsilanti.com
Please keep in mind, work that requires multiple inspections will need to be documented. Take detailed
photographs and/or videos throughout the process, (framing, fire-blocking, insulation, drywall, footings etc.).

Historic District Residents and Home improvements

Historic District Work Permits during COVID-19:
Similarly, some property owners in the Ypsilanti Historic District may be using this time to take on some
improvements. Despite City Hall closure during the COVID-19 quarantine/social-distancing, we would like to remind
you that all work on the exterior of your property must receive a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic
District Commission (HDC) prior to beginning work. Visit our website <cityofypsilanti.com> to download a Historic
District Work Permit Application (further details below). Some projects can be administratively approved by staff,
including: roofing, backyard fencing, new paint colors, residential barrier-free ramps, some in-kind replacements,
minor landscape features, minor amendments to previously approved work, and extensions of previously approved
work.
All other work must be reviewed by the HDC, including but not limited to: windows, siding, major porch/deck work,
and new construction. Some minor classes of work may be considered ordinary maintenance, please contact staff to
confirm if your project requires a permit.
Staff is able to complete administrative approvals during this time, and can send a digital Certificates of
Appropriateness. All other work can be reviewed by staff, but cannot be approved until the HDC is able to resume
meeting. At this point, the soonest the HDC can meet will be Tuesday, April 28. However this date may change if
the City Manager chooses to extend closure of City Hall and suspension of Board and Commission meetings. Visit
our website to download a Historic District Work Permit Application. Complete the application(s) -- and be sure to
include detailed photos of the property, cut-sheets of products to be used; and architectural plans if applicable.
Simply mail the application(s) with payment or put it in the drop box at City Hall next to the Huron St. entrance. We
are checking the mail 2 - 3 times per week and still processing applications. Please contact Preservation Planner,
Scott Slagor, if you have questions on the application process. Sslagor@cityofypsilanti.com.
Please keep in mind, receiving a Certificate of Appropriateness does not absolve you of your responsibility to obtain
other necessary Building and Zoning permits.
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SPRING CLEANING
Storm Drains are important! Spring is here and many of us are home and doing various outdoor projects. Please
take some time while raking to clear out leaves and debris from storm drains near your residence while you are
doing that.
This will help in several ways:
Rain events will cause less flooding of the streets, water needs to flow easily into them. Water flushing slowly and
easily into drains will cause less harmful runoff into our Huron River.

BECAUSE THERE WILL BE LIFE AFTER COVID-19
FROM GROWING HOPE
Home Vegetable Garden Program
We provide Ypsilanti lower income residents with free raised bed gardens, along with compost, seedlings and seeds
to start their own home gardens. Participants receive garden materials, attend garden workshops, and receive support visits throughout the season. This program addresses food insecurity in our community through empowering
residents to grow their own food and have agency over their personal wellness goals. Click here to apply for our
2020 Home Vegetable Garden Program
Home Vegetable Garden Mentorships
In 2019, we launched Growing Hope’s Garden Mentorship for Home Vegetable Garden Program participants. We
started this mentorship program to strengthen our gardening community inorder to uplift the many experienced
and inspirational gardeners around us. We aim to increase inter-generational connections through prioritizing new
gardeners who have children, and prioritizing senior gardeners who may have grandchildren. Mentors assist new
gardeners in setting and reaching their garden goals through one-on-one coaching and share resources from Growing Hope. Click here to apply to be a 2020 Home Vegetable Garden Mentor
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MICHIGAN CORONAVIRUS CASE COUNT AND MODELING
Created by registered nurse Kristen Pope Muehlhauser, this chart shows the number of confirmed positive tests
in Michigan each day from the Michigan Department of Health website, calculates the rate of virus spread, and
projects the number of cases we will have in Michigan using today’s rate of new cases. If the shelter-in-place order
is working, we’ll see a flattening of the number of new cases after 5-14 days from Monday, March 23. The chart is
updated every afternoon after the MI Dept of Health numbers are published. You can find it HERE.

MAKING PPE MASKS?
The Corner Health Center at 47 N. Huron Street sent out the following message:
A HUGE thank you to our supporter who donated 64 hand sewn masks yesterday to help keep our staff and patients
safe! This is such a huge help right now as we are very low on PPE like many other health care centers.
If you are making homemade masks and would like to donate them to the Corner Health Center, please call our
front desk at 734-484-3600.
With all the craziness going on in the world,
remember to complete your Census form!
This is Vital! Crucial!
An Absolutely Must Be Done!
Seriously, while we are home more than we had
originally planned, instead of spending your
entire time worrying about Coronavirus
COVID-19, take a short break and fill out your
Census Form. The information you share will help
our community for the next decade. Seriously,
that is how important it is.
FILL OUT THE CENSUS

IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573
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READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.
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City of Ypsilanti Website
https://cityofypsilanti.com/
Permit Center
https://cityofypsilanti.com/258/Permit-Center
2020 Home Garden Program App
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19OHHoETvygYG04rXxMQ1EhlTteByDNFg9vxbjrOChq0/viewform?edit_requested=true
Garden Mentor App
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1hcO7wagOv449JXJTCmgWmYHRSBd07KRmPK_32PzIp10/viewform?edit_requested=true
MI Coronavirus Case count and modeling
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lxBaU9D8YhfM9oyOW7Ort2i7v014xcA-jdkSVbeRVKg/edit?fbclid=IwAR3iRS8rpfKJTYkUKw1ZTcfIAwC2mV_0HfxZtKc14r_Gm6CW-tGPoEXzQdY#gid=640023873
Fill Out the Census
https://my2020census.gov/login

