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MAYORAL BULLETIN

HELLO YPSILANTI
How are you doing? I miss you, I mean, other than virtually. Social Distancing has been proven to be highly effective
around the world to fight COVID-19, although it is difficult for many of us to do. Keep it up, team! We must do this
for the greater good. As the numbers of people harmed by COVID-19 continue to grow at a significant rate, hard
core social distancing is something we can ALL do that has a real impact.
There is a LOT of online advice on how to survive COVID-19. Some is accurate, some is less accurate. In the “Not So
Much” category, watch out for some that are so extremely complicated that it discourages folks from taking the
basic steps that are highly
effective. Also, be suspicious of information that says that this is a false alarm or a
conspiracy and no action is needed. Lastly, be careful about information that is so negative about taking
precautions that it communicates that nothing will really work.
The most reliable places for scientifically based information about this worldwide pandemic are the County and
State Health Departments, as well as the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). World Health Organization (WHO) is
another helpful organization with international news and health updates. I’m using their websites as a check and
balance on the vast amount of information coming at us. The situation is changing quickly, and keeping up to date
is important to us all. These websites will have the most accurate and up to date information:
County Health Department: https://www.washtenaw.org/3095/COVID-19
CDC https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
WHO: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

COMMUNITY BUILDERS PAR EXCELLENCE
I want to give some shout-outs to folks who are doing some
great online community engagement (secret code for helping
people gather online). These neighbors are a huge help for
people who have access to and are comfortable with
technology.

DUKES APOCALYPSE KITCHEN
Great, practical, humorous cooking ideas and tips for what to
do with ingredients that we already may have hanging around
in our kitchens. You don’t have to be a gourmet to pull these
off. AND another neighbor is offering “cocktail pairings” for the
dishes that Duke serves up. Enjoy!

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 1

ERIC MOORE: SOURDOUGH BREAD BAKING
I lost my spouse for 6 hours to this class! That said, we did get some killer bread out of the experience, so I guess it
was worth it. Eric Moore was one of the founders of the Ypsilanti Co-op Bakery and has many years experience baking great bread. You may be able to get a sourdough starter from Eric to begin making your own bread, but if not,
it’s easy to make your own. Once your starter is bubbling, you’re ready to use Eric’s online class tips. Make your own
easy Ypsi starter.
Keep an eye out for more online classes!

FIRST FRIDAYS GOES LIVE TODAY
Today (April 3rd) is First Fridays! What would normally be a
celebration out on the town is now reimagined, and accessible
from home. First Fridays Ypsi will be streaming live and local
content to you from noon until 11pm!
There will be live music performances, painting classes, a
brewery tour with 734 Brewing Co., a framing workshop with
Brick and Mortar Modern General Store, cooking classes from
Bona Sera Restaurant and Duke Apolcalypse Kitchen, and a
cocktail hour with Dolores Restaurant.
Check out the Facebook Event for the full schedule!
And heres the link the the livestream.
First Fridays is directing donations to the talent involved with
this stream.
Donations can be made through CashApp: $Firstfridaysypsi

MISSING THE FARMERS MARKET?
Farmers Market may be on hold for the present, but our local farmers are
still preparing for the growing year. Growing Hope prepared this document
to help you connect to your Farmers Market vendors during the pandemic.
This document is being regularly updated:
Ypsi Markets Vendor Info
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LOCAL INDEPENDANTLY OWNED BUSINESSES
Ypsilanti is lucky to have mostly locally-owned businesses. That means that our neighbors and friends have their
livelihood invested in businesses that are now most likely shut down or very limited in their services.
Expenses continue despite being shut down. Rent, utilities, insurance, inventory, salaries in many cases, repairs…
the list goes on.
Please take the time to order food or buy a gift certificate during these hard times from our local businesses. We
want them to be able to open their doors again, once the pandemic has passed. Once again, here is a list ofrestaurants and their available services to look over and use as you are able. Thank you again! The list is updated by the
DDA weekly

RESOURCES FOR BUSINESSES
Back Office Studio is ready and rarin’ to help businesses connect up with the money and resources to help make it
through to the other side of the pandemic.
This event is already passed but BOS is an ongoing resource waiting to work with you and your needs.
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RESOURCES FOR PEOPLE
5 Things

M-Live is running a series of articles on “5 Things That Give Us Hope.” So far, there have been four articles -- check
them all out! It’s wonderful to see the creativity and generosity of our Washtenaw County community! One thing I
noticed in the most recent article was that Mast Shoes, an independent store in Westgate shopping center, is
offering Free Shoes for People Experiencing Homelessness. Our neighbor in Normal Park, Michael Grant, works at
Mast and my family has shopped there for years. Thank you!

Washtenaw County Mutual Aid Resources

For local ideas on how you can help your neighbors, find free food,
make a difference, access health care, find out who is hiring, and
much much more, check out this Facebook page. Just 4,500 local
residents intent on helping one another...
Link Here

Racial Equity Tools for Pandemic

Now that you have copious spare time for reading, here’s a resource
that broadly examines the COVID-19 crisis from a racial equity lense.
This list of reading resources includes Analysis of the situation,
Resources and Tools includes tips and strategies for response,
Healing and Community Care centering on the needs and
perspectives of the most vulnerable, Organizing and Solidarity,
Virtual Work and Online Engagement and so much more.

MAKING PPE MASKS?
The Corner Health Center at 47 N. Huron Street sent out the
following message:
A HUGE thank you to our supporter who donated 64 hand sewn
masks yesterday to help keep our staff and patients safe! This is
such a huge help right now as we are very low on PPE like many
other health care centers.
If you are making homemade masks and would like to donate them to the Corner Health Center, please call our
front desk at 734-484-3600.
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Mortgage Payment Forbearance:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: FANNIE MAE AND FREDDIE MAC
ASSISTANCE OPTIONS FOR FAMILIES IMPACTED BY COVID-19
What help is available for homeowners impacted by COVID-19?
Homeowners unable to make their mortgage payments due to a decline in income resulting from the impact of COVID-19
(regardless of whether they have contracted the virus) may be eligible for a mortgage forbearance plan to reduce or suspend their
mortgage payments for up to 12 months.
This assistance is available to homeowners with single family or condominium mortgages owned by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac
(the Enterprises) regardless of whether their property is owner occupied, a second home, or an investment property.
What is a forbearance plan?
A forbearance plan is an agreement between a homeowner and their mortgage servicer (the company they send their monthly
mortgage payments to) that establishes an alternative payment schedule to reduce or suspend payments for a period of time.
Importantly, mortgage forbearance plans do not reduce the principal amount owed on a mortgage, and interest continues to accrue
for the duration of the plan. Homeowners who can afford to make partial payments should do so in order to lessen the amount due
at the end of the forbearance.
Will the homeowner have to pay extra fees?
While in forbearance, homeowners do not incur late fees or other penalties. However, the terms of the mortgage are unchanged,
and arrangements will need to be made with the servicer to make up missed payments.
What happens at the end of the forbearance?
At the end of the forbearance period, the homeowner will work with their servicer to repay all past due amounts and accrued
interest. Homeowners unable to resolve past due amounts, or who need a lower mortgage payment, are evaluated for longer-term
borrower assistance options such as a loan modification.
How do homeowners in need of assistance enter into a forbearance plan?
Homeowners must contact their servicer to let them know they are impacted and having difficulty making their mortgage payment.
Servicers will review the homeowner’s situation to determine whether forbearance is appropriate. Homeowners do not need to
provide extensive documentation to be placed in a forbearance plan.
When should a homeowner contact their mortgage servicer?
Forbearance is for homeowners in need of assistance, so only those unable to make their mortgage payment should request it. The
first step homeowners should take is to determine whether they are able to make their next mortgage payment. Those homeowners
still able to pay their mortgage, should continue to do so. Homeowners unable to make their next mortgage payment due to a
decline in income resulting from the impact of COVID-19, should call their servicer immediately upon making that determination.
Where can homeowners go for more information or to find out if their mortgage is owned by one of the Enterprises?
Homeowners can use Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac’s “loan lookup” tools on their respective websites –
https://www.knowyouroptions.com/loanlookup for Fannie Mae or https://ww3.freddiemac.com/loanlookup/ for Freddie Mac.
Is there any assistance available for renters?
Yes. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), which became law on March 27, 2020, institutes a
120-day suspension on evictions for renters unable to pay rent in Federally-assisted properties, which includes single-family and
multifamily properties with loans owned or securitized by the Enterprises.

F E D E RA L HO U SI N G F I N A N C E A G E N C Y • F HF A . go v
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Frequently Asked Questions

Regarding Secretary of State services during the coronavirus outbreak
To slow the spread of the coronavirus, all Secretary of State offices are temporarily closed as of
Tuesday, March 24, until further notice. In coordination with Governor Whitmer’s
administration, we will continue to rely on the guidance of public health officials to determine
when we can reopen Secretary of State offices. Many transactions can be completed without a
branch visit by going online. Late fees will be waived during this period.
Below are answers to Frequently Asked Questions regarding access to Secretary of State services
during the coronavirus outbreak.
•

What services are available during the temporary closure of Secretary of State offices?
Customers can still complete certain transactions online at Michigan.gov/ExpressSOS,
although processing may be delayed. All transactions that cannot ordinarily be completed
online will be temporarily suspended.

•

When will Secretary of State offices reopen?
All Secretary of State offices will be closed through the duration of Governor Whitmer’s
Stay Home, Stay Safe Executive Order. Customers should anticipate branch offices will not
be reopened prior to April 23. Secretary Benson and her administration will continue to work
with Governor Whitmer’s administration to monitor public health across the state in order to
determine when we can reopen branch offices.

•

How can I contact the Michigan Department of State during the office closures?
Customers may contact the Michigan Department of State by calling 888-SOS-MICH or
visiting Michigan.gov/ContactSOS. Our department cautions customers that we may not be
able to respond to all inquiries due to the high volume of communications and limitations
placed on staffing during this time.

•

How can I complete my transaction while offices are closed?
Many transactions can be completed without a branch visit by going online to
Michigan.gov/ExpressSOS. Processing of all transactions that cannot ordinarily be
completed online will be temporarily suspended.

Updated March 25, 2020 at 4:00 p.m.
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Dukes Apocalypse Kitchen
https://www.facebook.com/Dukes-Apocalypse-Kitchen-103026351340163/
First Fridays Livestream Facebook Event with Schedule
https://www.facebook.com/events/216415479428221/
First Fridays Livestream
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pqltLqxUgk&feature=youtu.be
Ypsi Farmers Market Vendor Info
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10zlkEOZOMk0lE-wzNJYyKQXjrjo6OYNHoAe1zZzH5mw/edit
Back Office Studio
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10220512003803136&set=a.2206707760248&type=3&theater
5 things that give us hope
https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2020/03/an-extra-5-things-that-give-us-hope-amid-coronavirus-crisis-inwashtenaw-county.html
Washtenaw County Mutual Aid Resources
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2424471741198383/
Racial Equity tools for the pandemic
https://www.racialequitytools.org/fundamentals/resource-lists/resources-addressing-covid-19-with-racial-equity-lens?fbclid=IwAR3rcJpQl6hFgrBEuzP8XUP69iOjnJdkxeg9wasS_-R5bbT_pCeIeAhxPXw
City of Ypsilanti Website
https://cityofypsilanti.com/

