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MAYORAL BULLETIN

The Census still lives on! Don’t forget to complete your Census. Long after COVID-19 is manageable, the
City of Ypsilanti will be using the data from this Census to benefit all residents.

COVID-19 MUSINGS
We are starting to see the positive impact that the Stay Home Stay
Safe executive order from Governor Whitmer has had on the spread of
the novel coronavirus. We are not there yet, but other areas that have
done intense social distancing have seen a flattening of the curve of
the rate of infection. There is hope at the end of the tunnel! We can
reduce the rate of infection and reduce the pressure on our
healthcare system! Click for more information on Michigan’s response
to the virus.
One thing that is becoming clear is that recovery from the pandemic
and its impact is going to be more than a few weeks long. The
opening back up of various businesses and services will most likely be
gradual, for instance. Some of us have been laid off (or some version
of furlough status) for several weeks and we might need some cash
flow “catch up” time. Some businesses will be allowed to open before
others, with different rules of engagement with customers.
However long it takes, things may not look the same for a long time.
Until we have a vaccine, we may all be wearing masks for a while. I can
see us sanitizing after interactions with people outside our household for far longer than the end of the month, or
next month. As the great Quincy Jones put it, “Everything Must Change,” and we will learn a new normal.
There is not going to be a magical re-opening of the state all at once. No fanfare, other than in our hearts. This is not
a sprint. This is a marathon.
At the City level, we are revisiting our budget goals for the next 2 fiscal years. We started the budget process in one
reality and now we have a different world, with likely less money to work with. Tax revenue is and will be down.
Money for roads will be much lower, and we all know how badly they are in need of repair already. Property
values may drop again, as they did during the last recession, causing a significant drop in the tax revenue that
allows Ypsilanti to provide services. State revenue sharing payments to all municipalities will drop significantly, due
to much-reduced sales tax revenue being collected. This is a short list just to give you a sense of what the impact to
the City could include.
On Tuesday 4/21 at 7pm, City Council will meet and revisit our goals. Our job at that time is to envision a very spare
budget with a list of priorities of what will be the first projects or additional staff to be added, when it is possible.
(Hey! Are you cool? Cool people complete the Census.)
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YPSI REAL BLOG FROM THE CVB
The blog from Ypsi Real has some great ideas on how to help our community make it through COVID-19: from
churches stepping up and inventive local business services, through creative nonprofit programs, arts & music to
comfort us in these difficult times, and engaging ideas for outdoor walks in Ypsi.
In general, residents should know about the blog. Ypsi Real is doing some great work to help our City’s image and
highlight its treasures. I think you will be pleasantly surprised about how effective they have been in helping the
world appreciate the joy that is Ypsilanti.
Read on for info about these great projects stepping up to support our residents -- check out ways to give and/or
get help!
Pssst: everyone is wondering if you completed your census form yet?

SOMETHING HEALTHY THIS WAY COMES
Evan Sweet, Chair of our Parks and Rec Commission, has been secretly working on a plan to keep us healthy and
active while in quarantine. That will be unveiled in a few days, this is just a teaser. That said, I wouldn’t mind being a
little active while being home. I bet we could all use a little motivation!

RED CROSS SEEKS DONATIONS
If you or a loved one have had a confirmed case of COVID-19 and are now fully recovered, the Red Cross is asking for
blood product donations to help treat critical COVID-19 patients. People who have fully recovered from COVID-19
have antibodies in their plasma that can attack the virus. This convalescent plasma is being evaluated as treatment
for patients with serious or immediately life-threatening COVID-19 infections. Since our 48197-98 area code has
been highly affected, here is a place we can help others. Click for more info and a Plasma Donor Eligibility Form.

GOVERNOR WHITMER TAKES ON WASHINGTON
April 15, 2020
Media Contact: Press@Michigan.gov
Governor Whitmer Leads Coalition of Governors to Call on the Trump Administration to Support Additional Resources for States, Localities
LANSING, Mich. -- Today, Governors Gretchen Whitmer (MI), Tony Evers (WI), and Tom Wolf (PA) sent a letter to President Trump requesting that he work quickly with Congress to support additional resources for all states and localities so that they can address budgetary shortfalls that have resulted from the COVID-19 crisis.
“Without this leadership, the damage to our state economies will be exacerbated by the cuts we know we will be
forced to make,” The governors said. “We ask you to heed this weekend’s call from the leadership of the National
Governors Association, Chair Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and Vice Chair New York Governor Andrew Cuomo,
and support $500 billion in state stabilization funds that will allow for the replacement of lost revenues and with

MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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CONT. PG. 2
the maximum flexibility possible so the funding can be used beyond those costs directly tied to COVID-19 related
expenses.”
In Michigan, initial estimates suggest state revenues could be reduced by $3 billion alone this year - $7 billion over
the next 18 months – due to the measures taken to halt the spread of COVID-19, such as social distancing by the
public and non-essential business closures. These cuts will undoubtedly lead to continued and major job losses in
my state, where over 1 million new unemployment claims have been filed since March 15, a 5000% increase over a
4-week period, representing roughly a quarter of the state’s workforce.
Wisconsin is already experiencing major job losses in the wake of COVID-19, with the unemployment rate estimated
at roughly 15% of the state’s workforce as of today. Initial estimates indicate that state revenue losses are likely to
exceed $2 billion over the next year, and this significant revenue shortfall will damage the state’s ability to respond
to the economic crisis faced by our workers and businesses.
In Pennsylvania, leaders are projecting a budget deficit ranging between $4.5 billion and $5 billion. That deficit will
make it incredibly difficult to focus our efforts on supporting workers and businesses as we move past the COVID-19
pandemic and attempt to rebuild our economy for Pennsylvania’s middle class. The state has already seen dire impacts to businesses and over 1.3 million unemployment compensation claims, desperately needs federal assistance
to ensure that, when this pandemic ends, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is able to get back on its feet.
“As the COVID-19 crisis continues, the health of our people and our economies are dependent on your actions in the
coming days and weeks,” the governors continued. “We implore you to act decisively and expeditiously during this
unprecedented time for our Nation.”
Pursuant to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), the U.S. Department of the Treasury
launched its online portal this week to allow eligible State, local, and tribal governments to receive payments to
help offset the costs of their response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. This will allow an initial $71 billion to be
made available to meet some immediate cash flow needs of state and local governments. However, states will need
more assistance to address the magnitude of the crushing impact this virus has had on their economies.

PANDEMIC EBT
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services recently announced a new program: Pandemic EBT. The
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer Program (P-EBT) program provides temporary funding to address emergency
food needs for families affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. P-EBT food assistance benefits will go to Michigan families with students ages 5-18 that are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals. This includes families currently
receiving Food Assistance Program benefits, as well as those not currently enrolled in the program. No application is
necessary for eligible families to receive P-EBT benefits. Please seethe article for more details on the program.
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APRIL/MAY 2020
Our Mission: “Creating great experiences for
older adults in a welcoming environment that
encourages learning, active engagement,
fitness, and healthy living.”
From the Director’s Desk
Monica Prince
Hope you are all well and taking care of yourself. Make sure you stay home. If you need to go out wear a mask and
gloves and stay 6 feet away from other people. I attached a flyer about different ways to make masks for your safety.
It is very tempting with the weather changes to want to get out and see friends and family, but don’t. This is a great
time to call or video call your family. I have spent more time with my family, who live all over the country, through
an app called “Houseparty.” Through it, we can all be on a video call together. I know there are other apps that can
connect us. I have also added a flyer which we received from AAA1B that give curbside/delivery options to getting
what you need from stores.
The Ypsi Senior Center board and I have decided to keep the center closed through May 31st. We think this will be
the safest for all involved. We are still offering some services during this time.
I am here Monday through Friday to help you out any way we can. We are following safety guidelines that have been
established by the County Health Department. We have available frozen meals that can be picked up once a week.
This is part of our lunch program. We can add new people to the program. I have paperwork work for the program.
Either call or email me to get signed up for the program. After you sign up the meals can be picked up on Mondays
from 11-2. Please wear a mask and keep a safe distance from others. If you would like you can call when you have
arrived and a volunteer can bring the food to your car.
There are so many things we are doing differently at this time. WCC is offering online free classes in April. You can
get access to them through this link: https://www.wccnet.edu/learn/our-offerings/webinars-campaign.php
They are also going to hold all their spring/summer emeritus classes online. We will know within the next couple of
weeks how to register for these classes. So, if you are interested in Mark’s, Liz’s or Dee’s classes, email me so I can get
the registration information to you. I will also post it on our website and Facebook when it comes in.
I have continued my work on the intergenerational project. We are working on a couple of projects with students
from EMU. Everyone has a story to tell. Starting soon we would like to pair seniors up with students to do collaborative story telling. This can be done over the phone or computer. Through this program you will be able to learn how
to tell that story about your history, an incident that you lived through or how you are doing right now. You will need
to email or call to sign up for it.
Another thing we are working on is purchasing restored laptops from EMU’s Digital Inclusion that can be lent out to
seniors that want to stay connected. The EMU students are working on developing online tech help to instruct those
interested on how to use the devise. This will help keep you connected and entertained.
The third thing we are looking at is starting an intergenerational Spanish class. It will be taught by an EMU professor
and be offered online until we can meet again. Contact me if your interested.

(Whoa! Did you say you were about to complete your census form? That is awesome!)
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IN COMMUNITY,
Mayor Beth Bashert
FB page: https://www.facebook.com/bashert4ypsi/
Email: mayor@cityofypsilanti.com
Phone: 734-368-3573

READING THIS OFFLINE?

Here’s a list of links I mentioned in the articles above.

Michigans COVID-19 response
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
Ypsi Real Blog
https://www.ypsireal.com/blog/post/7-ways-ypsilanti-is-taking-on-COVID-19/
Plasma Donation
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/dlp/plasma-donations-from-recovered-covid-19-patients.html?fbclid=IwAR1wgocf82qkXMXCbbpmbmyKfzGqwKX85LMXF6mTqghMwKOxXgNS_73FaKU
Pandemic EBT
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98158-525248--,00.html?fbclid=IwAR2NnUK74MjZ0eyytKxXL03L7dGxT3YBaL6rclD3AuUbYBbd_HwcCEBQbnQ

