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PARKRIDGE PARK VOTE ON NEW PLAYGROUND DESIGN
Over the last year, the City of Ypsilanti and
Washtenaw County Office of Community and
Economic Development engaged over 100
residents living around Parkridge Park to identify
and prioritize what type of investment they want
to see in their community. In a series of
community input sessions during the summer
of 2019, residents brought up ideas of investing
in home rehab assistance for local homeowners,
and improvements at Parkridge Park. In a final
meeting last summer, residents voted that a
new playground in Parkridge Park was their top
priority.
This summer, after slight delays due to COVID-19, the City and County came back to the community to
help decide what the playground would look like. In July, a virtual input session allowed kids to talk about
what they like to do at playgrounds, their favorite colors, and more. That feedback helped staff narrow
choices for a public session held on August 5 th . On that date, 70 members of the community cast their
ballots during an outdoor, physically-distanced voting session. The winning playground design can be
seen in the image above. Residents also supported adding on a variety of additional elements including
swings, merry go round, accessible play structures, and more.
“As a long time area resident with grandchildren who love to play at Parkridge Park, I am so excited for
this new playground,” said Jeannette Hadden, Outreach Worker at Ozone House and guest facilitator of
the virtual kids input session. “It’s also exciting that members of this community got to help be a part of
making this playground happen and picking out what the design will be.”
Over the next several weeks, the City of Ypsilanti will move the process forward. If approved, the
playground, along with swings, a merry go round, accessible play elements and more will be installed in
either late fall, or early spring 2021. The project is being funded through Community Development Block
Grant Program Income which has been dedicated to investing in under-resourced neighborhoods based
on community-voiced priorities.
The Washtenaw County Office of Community and Economic Development (OCED) is a government
agency committed to stepping out of traditional government roles to drive long-term system changes
that increase equity and opportunity for all residents. OCED administers the Community Development
Block Grant program as the lead agency for the Washtenaw Urban County. You can learn more by visiting
washtenaw.org/oced or by following @washtenawOCED on Facebook and Twitter.
The City of Ypsilanti Planning and Development Department seeks to maintain and improve the quality
of life in the City by creatively and collaboratively enhancing the natural and built environment. You can
learn more by visiting cityofypsilanti.com or by following @Ypsi.Michigan on Facebook.
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STREET CLOSURES
Christopher Jacobs, Executive Director, Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority
Ypsilanti City Council voted unanimously on Tuesday
August 18 to extend the street closures on North
Washington and East Cross streets until Nov. 1 to allow
for more time to enjoy expanded outdoor dining and
shopping, weather permitting. The closures were slated
to end after Labor Day. The Ypsilanti Downtown Development Authority thanks those who provided written
or public comment in support and the outpouring of
positive comments. This initiative has been an effective
solution for many businesses who have participated, in
fact up to 80% of customer traffic in some restaurants is
now outdoors. Even those without frontage to a street
closure have started shifting outdoors wherever possible. Photo by Back Office Studio
This includes Red Rock with a charming new backlot, Encuentro Latino with a new sidewalk café for the
first time, and coming soon, Wurst Bar backlot on West Cross. Each of these projects has been supported
in one way or another by infrastructure projects or grants funded by the Ypsilanti Downtown
Development Authority. These outdoor dining and shopping options have helped many recoup losses
from the severe economic activity slowdown during the early months of the novel coronavirus pandemic.

Photo by First Fridays Ypsilanti

In Downtown, the closure of North Washington street has
allowed businesses and residents to use the street for a variety
of socially-distant and safe activities. These activities include
outdoor breakfast service six days a week, dinner and beverage
service nightly, Ypsilanti Pop Up Market three days a week, and
weekend evenings of live music all while exceeding state and
federal guidelines to keep our neighbors safe. Beezy’s Café,
Bobcat Bonnies, Ypsi Alehouse, Tap Room, and 24th
Cheesecakerie have been able to expand their outdoor seating
on Washington Street while Back Office Studio has
generously hosted 37 local vendors in the Ypsilanti Pop Up
Market. The Washington Street closure has been uniquely
modular, inclusive, and collaborative as we look forward to
continuing this important work. In Depot Town, the closure of
East Cross has been exciting and bustling for places like
Sidetrack, Aubrees, Maiz, and the new Wax Bar.

There has been overwhelming customer demand
for outdoor shopping options at these restaurants
and the live music such as Motown Mondays,
Violet Sol Fridays and drag show performances
have helped re-establish Depot Town as a premier
destination. We appreciate all of you who have
come out to support our local businesses and
encourage everyone to wear masks and practice
safe social distancing.

Photo by Sidetrack
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AUGUST PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS
From the desk of City Clerk, Andrew Hellenga
4,580 voters cast ballots during the Primary
(26.73%), compared to the 2,964 in 2016, the
last State Primary, the last Primary before a
Presidential General.
3,180 absentee ballots were cast for the
August Primary.

SOLAR YPSI TURNS 100
Congratulations to Solar Ypsi on showcasing 100+ solar installations!
In a blog post on their website, Founder Dave Strenski writes about the many accomplishments of Solar
Ypsi and about how you can help them continue to “make some big projects happen” in and around
Ypsi (see excerpt below).
“SolarYpsi started around 2005 with four solar panels installed on the Ypsilanti Food Cooperative. Over
time more solar was installed in the city and we started the SolarYpsi.org website to showcase these
installations and to start tracking the amount of solar power. As of today the SolarYpsi website has 116
solar installations from California and the Upper Peninsula, but the bulk of them in the Ypsi/AnnArbor
area and 72 solar installations in the City of Ypsilanti. While SolarYpsi did not have a hand in all of the
installation, they have helped from just planting the idea, giving solar presentations, making quotes,
connecting home owners to contractors, all the way to designing and installing several of the systems. I
was actually surprised when I asked the city for a list of all addresses that pulled a permit for solar power
and discovered that the SolarYpsi.org website was missing 16 installations! A little solar detective work
using permits, google maps, and driving by the homes and I’m confident that we have them all
accounted for now.” — Dave Strenski, Founder, Solar Ypsi
Click here to read full blog

Photo by Solar Ypsi
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YPSI PARKS VIRTUAL 5K
Ypsilanti Parks & Recreation has partnered with The mParks Foundation to host a Virtual 5K (3.1 miles)
during the month of September, to raise funds for park projects in the Ypsilanti City Park System.
You can run, walk, skateboard, SUP, bike, surf, handcycle or swim a 5K anytime during the month of
September. Register here
Participants Will Receive:
• Participation Medal
• T-shirt
• Healthier body
When registering, select “Ypsilanti Parks & Recreation” from the list of communities to support.
A significant portion of each registration will be used for a project in the Ypsilanti Park System. The race
funds will be used towards placing a historical marker in the City of Ypsilanti’s Candy Cane Park to honor
Carolyn King, the first female baseball player to play on a little league team.
Background for historical marker:
In May of 1973, a 12-year-old girl in pigtails from Ypsilanti,
Michigan made history by taking on the largest youth sports
organization in America. Carolyn King was simply looking to play
baseball when she tried out for a spot in the Ypsilanti American
Little League. She went to the tryouts with her younger brother,
and impressed the coaches with her strong throwing arm and her
speed. The coach of the Orioles was looking for a center fielder,
and he thought that Carolyn might fit the bill, so he drafted her.
One problem: In 1951, the National Little League organization
in Williamsport, Pa., had enacted a rule that specifically said girls
were not eligible to play. National officials felt the sport of
baseball was too dangerous for girls, so they decided to restrict
their leagues to boys. The National Little League threatened
to pull the local league’s charter if Carolyn played, but the City
of Ypsilanti said that if she didn’t play, the league couldn’t use
the city’s fields. When she suited up for the Orioles in their first
game – making history in the process – the National Little League
followed through on its threat to pull the local league’s charter.
That set up a summer of controversy and showdowns in Ypsilanti
that strongly divided the community as the case headed to federal court. It made national headlines in
1973, and landed the story on the evening news. In the middle of it all, was a 12-year-old in pigtails who
simply wanted to play baseball. Carolyn’s case and the national uproar it caused prompted National Little
League officials to drop their boys-only rule. In 1974, thanks to Carolyn King, girls became eligible to play
Little League baseball. The Ypsilanti American Little League founded in 1953, is the oldest Little League in
Michigan and the first in the world to include a female player.
You can find more details on our website here and via Facebook event page.
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A WORD FROM THE MAYOR
Dear City of Ypsilanti Residents:
We are living in unprecedented times. School leaders are making plans
for virtual classrooms due to the COVID-19 public health pandemic,
Americans are getting ready to vote in one of the most consequential
presidential elections in our history, and racial injustice is creating the
greatest civil rights movement since the 1960s.
As your mayor, I am committed to unity on our City Council, leaning into
the key issues facing our city, working with our city staff to further our
city’s strategic goals, and supporting and encouraging efforts to stop the spread of COVID-19, especially in
our most impacted areas.
I am also committed to engaging all of our residents as we confront structural racism and racial
inequity in our community. Our community needs healing. Please join me in charting our future by
forming a Race and Equity Advisory Cabinet by signing up here. This cabinet will be made up of diverse
members of our community, including representatives from all age, race, ethnic, gender, sexual identity,
and religious groups.
The focus of the Race and Equity Advisory Cabinet will be to foster discussion and identify opportunities
to eliminate structural racial inequity. Through engagement with all members of our community, we can
embrace our differences to chart a path of unity for us now and for those that will follow behind us. This is
an opportunity for us to do better and to be better.
We are a diverse city full of thinkers and doers. Let’s do this!
Better to Best,
Lois Allen-Richardson
Mayor

FRIENDLY REMINDER!
Summer property tax payments should be received no later than 4pm on September 14, 2020 to avoid
penalty and interest. For more information, visit our website or contact the Treasurer’s office during
regular business hours.
Reading this offline? Here are some links referenced above.
Virtual 5k registration:
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/YourLocalCommunity/LoveYourParksVirtual5K?fbclid=IwAR2LO52A8DAaxjNzUS0ZmUYKcKLsWixWxPIdeXKENs5AWJNwaNRiVBiIZPA
Parks and Rec Website:
https://cityofypsilanti.com/303/Parks-Recreation-Commission
Facebook event page for Virtual 5k
https://www.facebook.com/events/2710255602580524/
Race and Equity advisory cabinet:
http://bit.ly/advisorycabinet
Your story could be published here! Send your story to Jada Tillison-Love jtillisonlove@cityofypsilanti.com

