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FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY MANAGER
Greetings from the City Manager’s Office as we enter one of the best seasons of the
year in Michigan.
Hoping everyone had a great Memorial Day weekend filled with cookouts and loved
ones. It hasbeen so long since we have had the chance to be together safely and I
hope that you all have had the opportunity to get vaccinated. It is so important that
we work together as a community to keep one another safe and if there is anyone
out there who still needs a vaccination appointment but cannot find one, please
do not hesitate to reach out. Pop-up clinics are happening all around us and only together we can reach
the targets that allow us to return to normal lives completely. City Hall has returned to normal business
hours so please do not hesitate to stop in and know that we are here to help. City Hall employees are still
required to wear masks although most have been vaccinated. We ask out of an abundance of caution that
you please still wear a mask when visiting City Hall. I am wishing you all a beautiful and safe summer
season and encourage folks to visit our parks and public spaces. Take a trip down the Huron or a walk
along the river and remember to be excellent to one another.
It is my endeavor to keep residents informed on Michigan’s plans for returning back to normal. Below is
the latest update from the Governor regarding next steps in the Vaccine to Normal Plan.
Michigan Takes Next Step Back to Normal under updated Vacc to Normal Plan
LANSING, Mich. - Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer announced Michigan has reached the next
step in the Vacc to Normal plan. As of June 1, capacity limits are lifted for outdoor events and
residential gatherings. Additionally, indoor capacity limits will increase to 50%, allowing indoor
social gatherings such as weddings and funerals to move closer to normalcy. Face masks will only
be required for individuals who are not yet fully vaccinated indoors.
“Because so many Michiganders did their part and stepped up to get vaccinated, we are able to
return to normal more quickly,” said Governor Gretchen Whitmer. “Our state is closer and closer to
being back to normal. Now, Michiganders may celebrate safely with family and friends, with less
worry of getting COVID-19. We have all been working hard for this moment for over the past 		
year, and I am thankful for every Michigander who has gotten vaccinated to keep themselves, 		
their family, and our communities safe. Thanks to them, we can take these final steps towards a
return to the normalcy and build our economy back stronger than ever. If you haven’t gotten your
vaccine yet, I encourage you to make an appointment so you can safely do the activities you want
to do.”
“This pandemic has been so difficult for so many Michiganders. We’ve made incredible sacrifices
for the good of public health and the safety of our friends, family, and communities,” said Lt.
Governor Garlin Gilchrist. “This vaccine is helping our small businesses reopen their doors. It’s 		
allowing our economy to come back stronger than ever and allows for a sense of normalcy 		
to return for families across our state. I hope that this news is an added incentive for those on the
fence about getting a vaccine. I will remain focused on encouraging every Michigander to make a
vaccine appointment if they haven’t already. This is how we move forward, together.”
Staying Connected,
Frances McMullan, City Manager

FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR LOIS ALLEN RICHARDSON
Greetings,
Unbelievable we have hit the halfway mark of 2021. Businesses are opening again.
People are beginning to feel free after the long lock down. The vaccines are
working. We are coming into a much better place. We can’t completely relax yet but
it is so much better.
In April of this year the City Council passed a Resolution declaring Juneteenth a holiday in the City of
Ypsilanti. For those not familiar with the day, it is a day of Jubilee. “Juneteenth is the oldest nationally
celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United States. Dating back to 1865, it was on
June 19th that the Union soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that
the enslaved were now free. This was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation - which had become official January 1, 1863. At the announcement there was great
celebration by those receiving their liberty.” Currently, more and more cities are declaring it to be a
holiday. Council agreed that it was time for our city to join those ranks. Due to the pandemic, the City was
not able to plan a large celebration for this year, however, there will be the unveiling of the Black Lives
Matter street mural on June 19th from 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm.
As we just passed the observance of the first anniversary of the murder of George Floyd, our country is
still grappling with racial reckoning and police reform. In Ypsilanti, we are focused on preventing such an
avoidable tragedy from ever happening here. Our work on achieving racial justice in Ypsilanti is
underway; we are in the final stages of developing the Race and Equity Task Force that we said would be
formed. In the coming weeks and months we’ll begin the work of having community conversations on
Race and Equity with a goal of presenting a Resolution on Race and Equity to the City Council.
June will also kick off some town halls led by the Washtenaw Community Mental Health Department,
focused on Ypsilanti, to help us better understand how mental health is as important as physical health.
The pandemic challenged everyone’s ability to cope, and many of us have been anxious and dealing with
feelings of uncertainty. We need to acknowledge trauma and understand how to address it—first through
the prevention of trauma-inducing events, and next through supportive counseling when we do
experience trauma. We can learn how to support others experiencing distress while caring better for our
own mental health. Please, stay tuned and join in the conversations.
Ypsilanti is a city of neighborhoods and as we watch lush gardens revive after the barrenness of winter,
this time of year reminds us of the charm of our neighborhoods. The gardens do not renew themselves
just by the magic of nature alone, but also by the hands that rake up the dead leaves and debris, till the
soil, and plant new seedlings. We might not have in-person block parties this summer, or big
neighborhood or park cleanups but we can still reconnect in small ways that amount to a large one for
the good of the city. There are many CDC approved options for gatherings, especially for vaccinated
persons, and we hope our residents can enjoy their benefits soon. (If you have not been vaccinated there
is still time to do so. Hint hint!)
As in many cities, our neighborhoods are becoming more diverse. More people are arriving to enjoy the
diversity of our neighborhoods and for some what may be considered affordable rents and
homeownership. As rents continue to climb and the cost of home ownership rises, long term residents are
leaving town to try to find new places they can afford. Some of our neighbors are living under the threat
of eviction, having been dislocated by unemployment due to COVID. Therefore the council has added to
the Barriers Busters to assist those in need. The shortage of housing and especially of affordable housing
throughout the city is driving these changes. If we want our neighborhoods to reflect and welcome all the
diversities of our city, we must begin to address the issue of increasing housing options in general, and
more affordable housing in areas where it does not currently exist. We are working on that.
Diverse neighborhoods give us opportunities to learn about each other and from each other. As
neighbors, we have the choice to be neighborly to others. We can greet each other and smile, help each
other in small ways, and be there for each other to lend help and support during emergencies, times of
illness, or in personal tragedies. We can make more efforts to learn the names of neighbors on each side
of our homes and across the street. We can make a point of learning the name of our neighborhood, its
association and participate in association activities. Some associations need reviving, others are well
developed. Some of us are using apps and email listservs that make communications in our
neighborhoods possible. Do you know the phone numbers of your closest neighbors, just in case?
Please reach out to me or the city staff should you have any questions about your neighborhood
association and I look forward to visiting each and every one.
Enjoy the summer!
LOVE is the answer,
Mayor Lois Allen-Richardson

CITY UPDATES
CITY METER REMINDER
The City resumed required payment at meters at the beginning of May. This included all metered
parking in the City, including the Depot Town, Downtown, and West Cross commercial districts.
Many spaces can be paid for using the Passport Parking app using a credit card. Please look for the
stickers and signs near your parking space.
Kiosks, rather than meters, can be used to pay for parking in the Depot Town area. Any Depot Town
parking space can be paid for at any kiosk, as well as via the Passport app.
Sign up for city emails for more info or keep an eye on https://cityofypsilanti.com/parking

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS VACANCIES
Arts Commission
Two Youth Members
Dangerous Bldgs
Dangerous Buildings Officer
Economic Development Corp.
Four Vacancies
Historic District Commission
Commissioner
Human Relations Commission
One Commissioner
Two Youth Members
Non-Motorized Committee
Two Commissioners

Planning Commission
One Commissioner
Police Advisory Commission
Two Youth Members
Parks & Recreation Commission
Commissioner
Three Youth Members
Sustainability Commission
Commissioner
Two Youth Members
YDDA
Two Board Members
Zoning Board of Appeals
One Commissioner

Fill out this online form if you are interested in the City of Ypsilanti Boards and Commissions.
POP UP VACCINATION CLINIC IN THE CITY
The City of Ypsilanti and Downtown Development Authority
recently hosted a pop-up vaccination clinic in partnership with the
Washtenaw County Health Department on May 19 from 4-6pm.
The next pop up clinic in downtown Ypsilanti on North
Washington Street between Michigan and Pearl will be on June
16th from 4-6pm. It will be walk-in only offering the Moderna and
Johnson & Johnson vaccines again to anyone 18+ years old.
Anyone who gets a first dose of the Moderna vaccine on 6/16 will
need to come to the health department for their second dose.
Please join us in sharing the important news of this pop-up
vaccination clinic and others like it so we can ensure our friends,
family, and neighbors protect one another. One of the best ways to support local businesses is to
promote community health and the Downtown Development Authority has offered to support the
vaccination drive by offering $10 gift cards to anyone who receives a vaccination. These gift cards can be
used at most local restaurants, cafes, and bars in Downtown, Depot Town, and the West Cross business
districts. We are excited to resume normal lives again but we need your help. Join us at the pop-up
vaccination clinic on June 16th and bring your loved ones who have not yet received the vaccine. It’s safe,
free, and now you can receive a gift card to support local businesses.
WEST CROSS ST IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
Ypsilanti Community Utilities Authority (YCUA) is improving water
system components along West Cross Street from N Summit Street
to Huron Street. This project is scheduled to start in early June and
will end in September this year.
Between June 1st and Labor Day, the contractor VIL Construction,
Inc. will be working along West Cross performing the water main
improvements for YCUA. The contractor is permitted to work
Monday through Saturday from 7:00am to 8:00pm. The project will be constructed in phases to allow for
construction across the entire road while maintaining one lane for the motoring and bicycling public;
sidewalk closures will be signed in advance. Construction is to start on the north side of the road then
progress to the south side. At any time, the traffic alignment may shift lanes to accommodate the
construction. There may be intermittent delays along the street as construction progresses.
Due to the construction, parking will not be allowed on Cross Street. We ask that you and your
customers park on the side streets or parking lots, not park on West Cross Street. Several signed
15-minute pickup/dropoff spaces will be provided on side streets as well.
There will be water shut offs to perform the work. All water shut offs will be communicated in
advance and written notice provided 24 hours before any planned water shut offs. Emergencies can
occur that require the water to be shut off without warning.
There is an informational prerecorded meeting located here for review and more information about the
project.
Slides
Presentation
We will do everything we can to monitor the work site to ensure that pets and children stay clear. We ask
that you also help us to ensure that everyone stays clear of the work area to ensure the public’s safety. If
someone from YCUA or OHM contacts you at your address, the person will be able to provide
identification of who they are, business cards matching theiridentification and a clear explanation of
who they are or what they are doing. Please contact us at any of the numbers below for confirmation of
identification or answers to any questions.
Your patience through this process is much appreciated.

Engineering Firm – OHM Advisors
Fraser Payne – Field Client Representative
734-466-4502 – Leave a message, we will call you
back.

Contractor - V.I.L Construction, Inc
Anthony Vani - Project Manager
(586) 405-5401 – Leave a message, we will
call you back.

Ypsilanti Community Utility Authority (YCUA) –
Scott Westover – Engineering Manager
734-484-4600 x 220.
After hours, 734-484-4600 x 316

For after hours and weekend assistance or to
report suspicious activity please contact the
non-emergency Ypsilanti Police Department at
(734) 483-9510. For up-to-date information about
parking changes, please visit cityofypsilanti.com/
parking.

YPSILANTI THROWBACK
Spring is construction season, right? Well, here’s a historical photo from ca. 1900 showing a group of
workers paving Cross street at Huron with concrete.
Photo courtesy of Ypsilanti Historical Society.

ROUTE YPSILANTI

The City of Ypsilanti is partnering with St. Joe’s Ann Arbor and Washtenaw Area Transportation Study on
a traffic calming project to improve access to health care through safe, reliable transportation as well as
improve the health of the local community through a commitment to the built environment.
Visit the Route Ypsilanti Website to view proposed design treatments.
NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION PLAN
The draft Non-Motorized Transportation Plan update was approved for distribution and is now open for
public comment. Please view the draft Non-Motorized Transportation Plan here. The public comment
period will close after June 14, 2021, and Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the plan
update at their June 16, 2021 meeting.
To provide formal public comment, please email feedback@cityofypsilanti.com and aaamodt@cityofypsilanti.com. Please address the email subject as “Non-Motorized Transportation Plan Public Comment.” Or,
mail comments to City of Ypsilanti Planning Department, 1 S Huron St, Ypsilanti, MI 48197. You may also
wish to provide comment at Planning Commission’s public hearing at their June 16, 2021 meeting. The
meeting will be held virtually, at 7 pm on Zoom. The Zoom meeting link will be provided under the “News”
tab on the City webpage.
ANNUAL BUSINESS FIRE INSPECTIONS
Starting on June 1st, 2021, the City of Ypsilanti Fire Dept. will begin Annual Fire Inspections. The fire
marshal will be visiting all businesses to perform annual fire inspections. It is our goal to ensure
businesses are compliant with NFPA Fire Codes. By performing these inspections, the goal is to reduce the
amount of fires within the community and for fire prevention education. All business owners will receive a
form for completion prior to their inspection. For additional information contact Fire Marshal Clifton Pope
at (734) 482- 9755 or by email at cpope@cityofypsilanti.com.
FROM THE DDA

NEWS AROUND TOWN
June 4th is First Fridays Ypsilanti and the kick-off event for Ypsi Pride!
First Fridays is featuring 17 venues hosting special events for the evening, including the open air concert
for Ypsi Pride. You can find the First Fridays Map with all the event decriptions here.
Ypsi Pride is excited to celebrate our 5th year in downtown Ypsilanti! Our 2021 festival of events will
include Friday evening programming each week of June. June 4th will be our Pride Kick-Off event,
featuring drag, music, and high-energy performances that celebrate the diversity of our southeast
Michigan queer community. June 11th is Youth and Family Night, and we invite young people, their
families, and of course all of us who are young at heart to enjoy crafts and performances including a
teen poetry slam and family-friendly drag show. On June 18th, we will host our Vendor Fair where
community members can shop and connect with local organizations and businesses. We close out the
month on June 25th with a Collective Care Night, featuring inspiring and energizing performances and
activities - with some self-care giveaways!
This year, we are prioritizing diversity, justice, activism, and health within our community. This means
that we intend to balance our collective energy for healing, joy, and progress alongside our collective
need to protect each other from continued COVID-19 spreading. It is our hope that we can celebrate
Pride and lift up our community by paying performers, hosting vendors, supporting the work of our
BIPOC community, and promoting healing and anti-racism work but also encourage folx to only
participate in our events safely by staying home as much as possible and masking and remaining
socially distanced if attending in-person. We are committed to making a livestream of all events
accessible for our community, and are excited to offer more virtual programming throughout the
summer!
We are so excited to have partnered with a number of local organizations to make our programming this
year successful. Stay tuned as we announce specifics for each date on our social media, and look out for
opportunities to support the folx who have put time and energy into Ypsi Pride and into our Ypsilanti
community!

Please adhere to all masking and social distance policies at all First Fridays
Venues. We must work together to keep Ypsi safe.

Do you have something happening in the city you’d like to share here?
Email your article to Jada Tillison-Love - jtillisonlove@cityofypsilanti.com
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Happy Pride Month from City of Ypsilanti Staff!

