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PROCEDURE FOR ADOPTION1 
 

MICHIGAN PLANNING ENABLING ACT (EXCERPT) 
Act 33 of 2008 

 
125.3839 Master plan; adoption; procedures; notice; submittals; use of electronic mail. 

Sec. 39. 

(1) A master plan shall be adopted under the procedures set forth in this section and sections 41 and 43. A master plan may be 
adopted as a whole or by successive parts corresponding with major geographical areas of the planning jurisdiction or with 
functional subject matter areas of the master plan. 

(2) Before preparing a master plan, a planning commission shall send to all of the following, by first-class mail or personal delivery, a 
notice explaining that the planning commission intends to prepare a master plan and requesting the recipient's cooperation and 
comment: 

(a) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, the planning commission, or if there is no planning 
commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit of government. 

(b) For a county undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the county is located, if 
any. 

(c) For a county undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county planning commission, 
the county board of commissioners, for each county located contiguous to the county. 

(d) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the municipality is 
located, if there is no county planning commission for the county in which that municipality is located. If there is a county 
planning commission, the municipal planning commission may consult with the regional planning commission but is not 
required to do so. 

                                                 
1 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-33-2008-III. 
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(e) For a municipality undertaking a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county planning 
commission, the county board of commissioners, for the county in which that municipality is located. 

(f) For any local unit of government undertaking a master plan, each public utility company and railroad company owning or 
operating a public utility or railroad within the local unit of government, and any government entity that registers its name and 
mailing address for this purpose with the planning commission. 

(g) If the master plan will include a master street plan, the county road commission and the state transportation department. 

(3) A submittal under section 41 or 43 by or to an entity described in subsection (2) may be made by personal or first-class mail 
delivery of a hard copy or by electronic mail. However, the planning commission preparing the plan shall not make such submittals 
by electronic mail unless, in the notice described in subsection (2), the planning commission states that it intends to make such 
submittals by electronic mail and the entity receiving that notice does not respond by objecting to the use of electronic mail. 
Electronic mail may contain a link to a website on which the submittal is posted if the website is accessible to the public free of 
charge. 

125.3841 Preparation of proposed master plan; submission to legislative body for review and comment; approval required; 
notice; submission of comments; statements as advisory. 

Sec. 41. 

(1) After preparing a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall submit the proposed master plan to the legislative body for 
review and comment. The process of adopting a master plan shall not proceed further unless the legislative body approves the 
distribution of the proposed master plan. 

(2) If the legislative body approves the distribution of the proposed master plan, it shall notify the secretary of the planning 
commission, and the secretary of the planning commission shall submit, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a copy of the 
proposed master plan, for review and comment, to all of the following: 

(a) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, the planning commission, or if there is no planning 
commission, the legislative body, of each municipality located within or contiguous to the local unit of government. 
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(b) For a county proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the county is located, if 
any. 

(c) For a county proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county planning commission, the 
county board of commissioners, for each county located contiguous to the county. 

(d) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the regional planning commission for the region in which the municipality is 
located, if there is no county planning commission for the county in which that local unit of government is located. If there is 
a county planning commission, the secretary of the planning commission may submit a copy of the proposed master plan to 
the regional planning commission but is not required to do so. 

(e) For a municipality proposing a master plan, the county planning commission, or if there is no county planning 
commission, the county board of commissioners, for the county in which that municipality is located. The secretary of the 
planning commission shall concurrently submit to the county planning commission, in the manner provided in section 39(3), 
a statement that the requirements of subdivision (a) have been met or, if there is no county planning commission, shall submit 
to the county board of commissioners, in the manner provided in section 39(3), a statement that the requirements of 
subdivisions (a) and (d) have been met. The statement shall be signed by the secretary and shall include the name and address 
of each planning commission or legislative body to which a copy of the proposed master plan was submitted under 
subdivision (a) or (d), as applicable, and the date of submittal. 

(f) For any local unit of government proposing a master plan, each public utility company and railroad company owning or 
operating a public utility or railroad within the local unit of government, and any government entity that registers its name and 
address for this purpose with the secretary of the planning commission. An entity described in this subdivision that receives a 
copy of a proposed master plan, or of a final master plan as provided in section 43(5), shall reimburse the local unit of 
government for any copying and postage costs thereby incurred. 

(g) If the proposed master plan is or includes a proposed master street plan, the county road commission and the state 
transportation department. 

(3) An entity described in subsection (2) may submit comments on the proposed master plan to the planning commission in the 
manner provided in section 39(3) within 63 days after the proposed master plan was submitted to that entity under subsection (2). If 
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the county planning commission or the county board of commissioners that receives a copy of a proposed master plan under 
subsection (2)(e) submits comments, the comments shall include, but need not be limited to, both of the following, as applicable: 

(a) A statement whether the county planning commission or county board of commissioners considers the proposed master 
plan to be inconsistent with the master plan of any municipality or region described in subsection (2)(a) or (d). 

(b) If the county has a county master plan, a statement whether the county planning commission considers the proposed 
master plan to be inconsistent with the county master plan. 

(4) The statements provided for in subsection (3)(a) and (b) are advisory only. 

125.3843 Proposed master plan; public hearing; notice; approval by resolution of planning commission; statement; 
submission of copy of master plan to legislative body; approval or rejection by legislative body; procedures; submission of 
adopted master plan to certain entities. 

Sec. 43. 

(1) Before approving a proposed master plan, a planning commission shall hold not less than 1 public hearing on the proposed 
master plan. The hearing shall be held after the expiration of the deadline for comment under section 41(3). The planning 
commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than 15 days before the hearing by publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the local unit of government. The planning commission shall also submit notice of the 
public hearing in the manner provided in section 39(3) to each entity described in section 39(2). This notice may accompany the 
proposed master plan submitted under section 41. 

(2) The approval of the proposed master plan shall be by resolution of the planning commission carried by the affirmative votes of 
not less than 2/3 of the members of a city or village planning commission or not less than a majority of the members of a township 
or county planning commission. The resolution shall refer expressly to the maps and descriptive and other matter intended by the 
planning commission to form the master plan. A statement recording the planning commission's approval of the master plan, signed 
by the chairperson or secretary of the planning commission, shall be included on the inside of the front or back cover of the master 
plan and, if the future land use map is a separate document from the text of the master plan, on the future land use map. Following 
approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission, the secretary of the planning commission shall submit a copy of 
the master plan to the legislative body. 
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(3) Approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission under subsection (2) is the final step for adoption of the 
master plan, unless the legislative body by resolution has asserted the right to approve or reject the master plan. In that case, after 
approval of the proposed master plan by the planning commission, the legislative body shall approve or reject the proposed master 
plan. A statement recording the legislative body's approval of the master plan, signed by the clerk of the legislative body, shall be 
included on the inside of the front or back cover of the master plan and, if the future land use map is a separate document from the 
text of the master plan, on the future land use map. 

(4) If the legislative body rejects the proposed master plan, the legislative body shall submit to the planning commission a statement 
of its objections to the proposed master plan. The planning commission shall consider the legislative body's objections and revise 
the proposed master plan so as to address those objections. The procedures provided in subsections (1) to (3) and this subsection 
shall be repeated until the legislative body approves the proposed master plan. 

(5) Upon final adoption of the master plan, the secretary of the planning commission shall submit, in the manner provided in section 
39(3), copies of the adopted master plan to the same entities to which copies of the proposed master plan were required to be 
submitted under section 41(2). 
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